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Devoted Servants, Drawn to Jesus, Dedicated to Making Disciples 

Increasing the Debt Ceiling  

And Keeping the Roof  over our Heads  

 We have all been enduring the debates and discussions, the com-

ments and the criticisms, the opinions and over-the-top reactions on the 

part of so many that we are tempted to let everybody have it for the òstate 

of the nationó during this hot summer. On one program at the early part of 

the week, one commenter asked, òIs any of this mess the responsibility of 

the people or citizens of the nation?ó  The responses he received were varied, 

jumbled and as all-over-the-map as the onslaught of argument that pre-

ceded and followed his serious question.   

 I am grateful for Vacation Bible School this week because it truly 

helps me to òkeep the roof over my head.ó  How is that you might ask? 

òKeeping the roof over my headó implies having the wherewithal, financial 

and otherwise, and in this case, exceedingly otherwise, to keep on function-

ing in the midst of threatening clouds and looming disaster. This week 

Cathy Scarbrough through her simple but stalwart curriculum of naming 

and celebrating the power of the Holy Trinity has given our community a 

true debt-free and expansive òceiling of loveó to get and keep our lives to-

gether in the midst of at least consternation and struggle.  On Wednesday, 

when our children were being introduced to Treasure Island where òa big 

old wooden cross was left there by the Spanish explorers from the 16th cen-

tury,ó Cathy had Captain Walt (played by yours truly), say these invita-

tional words.  òI am happy to tell you who Jesus is.  òAbout 2000 years ago 

God sent His only Son to be born in our world and His Name was Jesus.  He 

was truly human and yet He was the Son of God.  He wanted everyone to 

live in happiness with God forever, and so he willingly died for our 

sins;ó  (That is, he paid the òdebtó for the messes we get ourselves into, so 

that we might all have an eternal òceilingó to live under for the rest of our 

days, and beyond those days- thatõs my take on this text after all thatõs 

been said over these last three months.) Then Cathyõs words for the captain 

put it right, òAnd whoever will follow Jesus and believe in him, will live 

forever in Godõs kingdom.ó  And frankly thatõs the place we Christians need 

to òlive inó through all the barrage of tension and threatening arguments 

and actions that assail us now and any time in the future. 

 Soon we will be back into the fall.  Letõs all make choices in the life 

of this sacred community to worship and grow in our communion with Je-

sus and His perfect love for us.  Letõs not allow any other diversions or false 

prophets of doom or prosperity to take us down paths that only bring alien-

ation, death and destruction.   

 òI have decided to follow Jesus, no turning back, no turning back.ó   

-  Walter G. Edmonds 

P. S.   Kathy Geehringõs trip to Baltimore (on Page #3) to rediscover our 

roots on Saturday, September 10 will be a blessing in this regard.  Peggy 

and I plan to participate. 
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A Space for the Sacred: Dedicating Phase I Building Completion 

September 25 - 30, 2011 
 

Come and celebrate the completion of Damascus UMCôs Phase I Building Project. The labyrinth and courtyard, 

pavilion, and new parking lots are nearly finished, and the excavation and grading are complete for beginning 

Phase II. Activities for the week will include yoga in the courtyard, storytelling, live music, planting an herb 

garden, worship, and dancing. 

 

  Sunday, September 25 

  5:00 p.m. Dedication 

  5:30 p.m. Pig Roast 

  6:30 p.m. Young Artist Concert 

 

  Monday, September 26 
  Events TBA 

 

  Tuesday, September 27 
  Events TBA 

 

  Wednesday, September 28 
  4 ï 6 p.m. Childrenôs Choirs and Puppets ï open rehearsals 

  5:45 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday Dinner (served in pavilion) 

 

  Thursday, September 29  
  Events TBA 

 

  Friday, September 30 

  7:30 p.m. Swing Dance in the pavilion ï Gina DeSimone & the Moaners 

    (Pat Quinn, a DUMC member,  plays in this band and is excited to perform here.) 

 

Please watch for more information and a complete schedule in the September Beacon ï but mark your calen-

dars now!!! Contact Polly Edmonds Baldridge (240-750-8287 cell or redheaders@verizon.net) for more infor-

mation or to get involved. 

9/11: We Remember  
Sunday, September 11, 2011  

6:30 pm  -  Location TBD  

Plans are underway for a community wide service of remembrance on the 
10th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on 9/11/2001.  

Music will be shared by singers and instrumentalists from churches in Damascus, and 
the Academy of St. Cecilia Youth Orchestra will perform. The ASCYO held its first rehearsal on the 
evening of September 11, 2001, and is now celebrating its tenth season. The program will include 
both sacred and patriotic music and visual and aural remembrances of the day.   

For additional information or to share in the planning, please contact Polly Edmonds Baldridge at 
redheaders@verizon.net  or by cell at 240 -750 -8287.  

mailto:redheaders@verizon.net
mailto:redheaders@verizon.net
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Mount Vernon Place United Methodist Church is a prime example of Victorian Gothic architecture. Con-

ceived as the Cathedral of Methodism, the building was completed in 1872 in what was then, the outskirts of 

Baltimore.  The church sits on the site of the mansion of Charles Howard and his wife Elizabeth Phoebe Key.  

Her father, Francis Scott Key died in his daughterôs home.  A plaque observing his death adorns the southern 

outside church wall.   

We will be visiting these historic sites on September 10.  This is a trip not to miss! Transportation and lunch 

in Baltimore will be part of this trip.  Be sure to mark your calendars and watch for further details in the 

coming weeks.  For more information contact Kathy Geehreng at 301-253-6437 or kegeehreng@verizon.net. 

Faith of our Fathers   

-  A Methodist History Tour set for September 10  - 

As the youth have said so many times, When Walt asks........!  It is with great pleasure that I have accepted 

Pastor Walt's invitation to set up a tour to visit some of the most historically important Methodist sites in 

Baltimore. We live in the cradle of Methodism, where many important events shaped the church as we know 

it today. 

The movement, which would become the Methodist Church, began in the mid-18th century within the 

Church of England.  A small group of students, including John and Charles Wesley, and George Whitefield, 

formed on the Oxford University campus.  The group focused on Bible study, methodical study of scripture 

and living a holy life.   Other students mocked the group by calling it the Holy Club and ñthe Methodistsò for 

being overly methodical in their Bible study and lifestyle.  In 1735 the Wesley brothers came to America to 

preach the gospel to the American Indians in Georgia. 

The first official organization in the United States occurred in Baltimore in 1784 with the formation of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church at the Christmas Conference with Francis Asbury and Thomas Coke as leaders.  

The conference was held at the Lovely Lane Methodist Church, considered the Mother Church of American 

Methodism. The new church grew rapidly in America as it employed circuit riders to travel by horseback to 

preach the Gospel and to establish churches, many of which are in Montgomery, Frederick and Carroll 

Counties.  In 1844, the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church split into two conferences 

because of tensions over slavery.  The two conferences, Methodist Episcopal Church (northern section) and 

Methodist Episcopal Church South remained separate until 1939, when they reunited and became the Meth-

odist Church.    On April 23, 1968, The United Methodist Church was created when the Evangelical United 

Brethren Church and The Methodist Church joined together. 

Old Otterbein Church is the mother church of the United Brethren in Christ and the oldest church edifice in 

continuous use in the city of Baltimore.  In 1771, a German Evangelical Reformed Church was organized and 

a temporary chapel erected to house the congregation. (On June 22, 1772, pastor Benedict Schwope lent the 

chapel to Joseph Pilmore as a place to organize the Lovely Lane Meeting House congregation.) Schwope and 

Francis Asbury persuaded Philip William Otterbein (1726-1813) to accept the pastorate in 1774. Otterbein had 

come from Germany in 1751 as a missionary to German colonists in Pennsylvania. The Baltimore pastorate 

was his fifth, and he stayed for the rest of his life, a thirty-nine year pastorate. Otterbein had a close relation-

ship with Francis Asbury; in 1784 he assisted in Asbury's ordination at the Christmas Conference which 

founded the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

mailto:kegeehreng@verizon.net


Youth  

EXCITING OPPORTUNITY !!!  

We have been asked by a neighboring church to send  

some of our youth to preach on a couple of different dates.  

If youõre interested please contact Linda Motter at 301-253-0022, #104, immediately!!  

Possible dates are: Sat. Aug. 13 & 27 and Sun. Aug. 21 & 28.  

                               Parent/Youth  
                       Fall Kick -Off Party  
                              August 28th  

Come One, Come All ! !  

All Youth entering 6 - 12 grades are invited.  Join us to start off the 
fall school year with a cookout, gathering and swimming at the home 

of the Magasõ (Rt. 108) on August 28 from 5:00  -  7:00 pm.  We will have info about upcoming fall 
programs and activities.  We plan to cover the following:  

        ~ Introduce your new UMYFO Board  
        ~  Important Dates for the ENTIRE Year  
        ~ Fall Youth Activities thru September  
        ~ Participation, Interest & Volunteer Sheets (for both Youth and Adults)  
        ~ Annual Permission Slips 
        ~ Safe Sanctuary Policy 
        ~  Youth Rooster (includes all other youth your age)  
        ~ 2012 Summer Tour to  . . . . .  ? ? ? 

So mark your calendars and plan on joining us to òKick-Offó the yearõs schedule 
of activities.   We will provide the main dishes (burgers & hot dogs) along with 
drinks.  Parents:  Please bring a side dish to share. 

PLEASE NOTE:    Charles Wesley Singers will rehearse from 4:00  -  5:00 pm on that date. 

 

Combined High School & College/Young Adult Gathering 
Monday, August 15th @ the Congers 

 

Plan to join us on Monday, August 15 at 7:00 pm for dinner, spiritual time and swimming at 

the home of Tom & Di Conger, 11658 Browningsville Road, Ijamsville, MD  21754. 

To attend this event, we would appreciate responses so that the Congerôs can make enough 

food for all.  Please RSVP to Jane Webb at 301-253-0022, ext. #101 or great.jane@verizon.net. 
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Damascus United Methodist  
        Youth Camping Trip  
 

Depart:     Friday, Aug. 26 at 5:00 pm  

Return:    Sunday,  Aug. 28 at 1:00 pm  

Where:    Camping in Pocomoke River State Park  

Cost:    $20 per person  
    (plus money for fast food Friday and dinner  
     on the Boardwalk on Saturday.  

Activities:    Visit Assateague National Park and Ocean City Board Walk  

All youth 6th grade through college are welcome to join the 
fun with an overnight camping trip to the Eastern Shore in-
cluding swimming at Assateague and strolling on the Ocean 
City Board Walk. There will be campfire activities with songs 
and snacks. Lunch and Breakfast will be provided Saturday 
along with breakfast on Sunday. We do need parents to drive 
and chaperone the event (including Moms). Anyone who can 
supply tents, cook stoves, and lanterns that we could bor-
row, would be appreciated.  
 
We will meet Friday afternoon (5:00 pm) in the church park-

ing lot to depart DUMC at 5:30 pm. The trip is about three and a half hours to the group camp 
grounds. There are bathrooms, a fire pit and covered pavilion at 
the site. We have structured activities planned plus free time to 
socialize.   Saturday we will swim at the beach and later that af-
ternoon we will have dinner on the Board Walk.  
 
We will end the evening with a campfire with Vespers.  

Sunday morning we will have morning church service and plan 
on returning to Damascus at approximately at 1:00 pm Sunday 
afternoon. The cost of the trip is $20 (food and camp ground 
fee) plus money for fast food Friday and Board Walk dinner Sat-
urday. We will have fliers, sign -up sheets, and permission slips after both services Sunday, 
Aug 21st.  
 
If you have questions or would like to sign -up please contact Cliff Bergstresser at 301 -466-
3775 or Cbergstresser@verizon.net.  

Youth (contôd) 



Youth Fundraiser Ink Jet Cartridges  

Keep Bringing them in! 

Did you know that used toner/inkjet cartridges create over 

18 million pounds of non-biodegradable waste in the U.S. 

each year? With this in mind, the DUMC youth are con-

tinuing to collect cartridges to recycle. This long-term pro-

ject continually raises funds for Youth Activities in addi-

tional to helping the environment.  Please deposit any used 

inkjet, fax, or laser cartridges in the collection box located 

in the Narthex or the church office. Note:  WE ARE UN-

ABLE TO RECYCLE EPSON PRODUCTS OR 

XEROX DRUMS.  This also supports the churchôs mis-

sion  ñServe God, Save the Planetò by eliminating waste 

through recycling.  Thank you for your support.   

Acolytes Needed !! 

Please Volunteer !! 

With the many vacation plans for summer, it is 

increasingly difficult to find acolytes to schedule 

for our Sunday morning worship services.  It 

would be greatly appreciated if when you are 

called and unable to participate in a particular 

week, to volunteer for an alternative date/time.  

To volunteer, call the church office or just show 

up and let one of the pastors know that you will 

be the Acolyte of the Day !! 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES BEGIN   
 

Our DUMC/FUMC Confirmation program is offered to students in the eighth grade or 

older.  Each year of the two-year program is divided into two semesters, which run 

from September through November, and January through Easter, meeting on Monday 

evenings. The first-half of each evening session involves a worship service experience 

in the Sanctuary.  The latter half of the evening for all classes is held in the Sacristy, 

exploring Faith to Life Application with Linda Motter.  A letter with sign-up details 

introducing the availability of the program will be sent to prospective youth and their 

parents within our DUMC/FUMC community during the second week of August. 

This year, our two-year confirmation program begins on Monday, September 12, 2011 

for all classes.  An introductory one-hour session explaining the program for both the first-year students 

and their parents will be held Sunday, September 11 at 4:00 p.m. in the DUMC Sanctuary.  Prior to this 

meeting, if you have any questions regarding the confirmation program, please call Pastor Walt or Pastor 

Linda @ (301) 253-0022. 

 

The Communicators for Christ Conference is coming to Olney, MD Aug 

18-20 at Oakdale Emory United Methodist Church. This conference spon-

sored by the Institute for Cultural Communicators is  designed to help stu-

dents age 6-19 become authentic communicators with both the compe-

tence and character they need to influence culture for Christ. Even though 

good communication skills are vital to their success, many students (and 

most parents!) are still terrified of giving a speech. Through the three-day 

integrated communication and leadership training conference, students age 

11-19 are helped to overcome their hesitation and effectively engage audiences. Activities, workshops, and 

exercises help students see past their fear in a non-threatening, encouraging environment where everyone has a 

chance to succeed, regardless of their level of experience, speaking in public. Students age 6-10 attend a one- 

day Beginning Public Speaking workshop from 3:45 - 9:00 PM on Friday Aug 19. Parents also attend the con-

ference with their students and receive training as coaches for free. Go to http://iccinc.org/tour  for times, 

prices and to read more about the conference and register. If you have any questions or for more information, 

please contact Sherri Freeman sherri@iccinc.org. 

Youth (contôd) 
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Youth (contôd) 

UMYFO 2011-2012 Board 

Officer List  
 

Presidents: 

Colby Nehring & Michaela Bass 
 

Vice Presidents: 

Derek Klahre & Laura Keegan 
 

Secretaries: 

Sylvia Otieno & Kim Horton 

 
 

Representatives: 

   12th Grade:   Tyler Motter & Dylan Howe 

   11th Grade:   Annabel Bonnett & Thomas James 

   10th Grade:  Kerry Taylor 

     9th Grade: Connie Morella & Lola Renauer  

     8th Grade: Cameron Horst & Rose Hulcher     

      7th Grade: Sydney Fennington & Cody Swigart    

  6th Grade: Bryce Taylor 

 

Committees: 

    Contemporary Worship: Graham Taylor & Carly Colborn 

   St. Cecilia Representatives:   Marin Williams and Judith Tsoi 

   Mission Representatives: Patrick Walker, Micah Tsoi, 

Cecelia Hembrough & Madison Bowe 

   Sports Representatives: Brad Packard, Joseph Daniel & Maddy Marshall 

   Camp & Retreats:  Shyla Herndon 

        

   Adult Co-Leaders:  Ryan Celli, Gabrielle Hulcher, 

Ashley Lewis, Suzy Renauer, & Rachael Sadtler 

Cliff Bergstresser (camping & retreats) 

Nick Erdle (transportation) 
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Childrenôs Ministries 

                                                 Come One and All 

                                              to The Sunday School Kick-Off !!!!!  

                              LOOK OUT!  Sunday School is starting soon!!  BUT FIRST - we will be  

                                                   celebrating our annual Sunday School Kick-Off on September 11 to get  

                                                   things rolling! 

                                                  COME and join us that day and meet the wonderful Sunday School leaders,  

                                                   register for Sunday School, jump for Jesus on a moon bounce, have your  

                                                   face painted, meet the pastoral staff, and enjoy being in fellowship with  

                                                   your sisters and brothers in faith.   

All this takes place at the Pavilion (weather permitting, otherwise in the Great Hall) from 9:30 am -10:30 am on 

September 11.   The next Sunday (September 18) will be our first day of Sunday School classes. 

THEN we will celebrate Christian Education Sunday on September 25.  This is a special Sunday when we dedi-

cate our leaders, celebrate our Sunday School program, and gift our third graders with a Bible of their very own. 

If you have a child in the third grade, make sure you fill out the needed information at the Kick-Off.  

AND - Junior Worship will begin on October 2!!  This is a program that provides a worship experience during 

the 11:00 am service for children ages 5-8.  Look for the Junior Worship Table at the Kick-Off . 

See you at the Kick-Off !!  

**Please note that in order to keep our records updated and accurate we ask for new registration forms  

each year for every child and youth.  We have an open-door policy and so welcome all at anytime  

during the year.   Thank you for your participation in our program!** 

IMPORTANT:  If you have ever felt a call to be a part of our Sunday School team please let us know.  It is such 

a rewarding experience to walk with children and youth in faith. The only prerequisite is a love for children and/

or youth and an open mind and heart to learn along with them. We depend on the good will of volunteers to 

keep our programs going and successful.  Please contact Linda Motter 301-253-0022, ext. #104 

(linda.motter@verizon.net) or Crystal Rice at 443-605-4173.   

THANK YOU to all of the teachers and leaders who have already responded to the call and are preparing for 

the new year of Sunday School.  Please keep them in your prayers!!  

     

 

PUPPET MINISTRY  

Our Puppet Ministry rehearsals will begin again on September 7,  

along with Wonderful Wednesdays!!!  

We hope to see new and old faces join us this year!! 

We have two groups that are as follows: 

The Colorful Hands of Jesus - for children 3rd - 6th grades,  

meeting in the Great Hall from 4:00 - 5:00 pm. 

Contact Person:  Crystal Rice 443-605-4173. 
 

ANDé 

Puppets, InChrist - for middle and high school kids, meeting in the Great Hall from 5:00 - 6:00 pm. 

Contact Person:  Nancy Lacey @ 240-672-4102 
 

If you would like to help as a volunteer leader with the puppets this year,  

please contact Crystal Rice at number show above.  



MEET YOUR STEPHEN LEADERS!   Next monthôs Beacon will introduce you to the remainder 

of the leadership team, including Linda Motter, Bonnie Custer, Janet Cornelius, and Hazel Strahorn.   

 

Is your heart calling you to become a Stephen Minister?  Contact Pam Colborn at (301) 524-5223 or 

email her at pjcolborn@comcast.net or stephenministrydumc@yahoo.com.  Deadline for applica-

tions for the next Stephen Ministry training is the first week of August! 

 Jan Mullinix  ï Jan serves as the Supervision Coordinator for the DUMC/Friendship 
Stephen Ministry.  Her responsibilities include:  providing support to the Supervision 
Groups, training, recruiting, monitoring, and maintaining the overall effectiveness of 
Small Group Peer Supervision, which is vital to the Stephen Ministry program.  Also, 
Jan, along with Pam Richardson Colborn, serves as Co-Leader of the Stephen Minis-
try, which oversees the entire Stephen Ministry program.  Jan has a background in 
counseling, training, planning, and administrative tasks.  She feels that serving as a 
Stephen Leader is a real blessing in her life.  Jan was commissioned as one of the first 
Stephen Leaders at DUMC/Friendship in 2005, and the ministry has grown from that 
time until now to serve our churches and the community to help heal those facing 
tough times. 

Pam Richardson Colborn  - Stephen Ministry is one of Pam's passions in life, having 
begun this ministry with Jan Mullinix back in 2005. Pam is our Referrals Coordinator 
and is responsible for connecting those with a need, for care with a Stephen Minister. 
She works hand-in-hand with Jan in the Stephen Leader Coordinator role that over-
sees the entire Stephen Ministry program. Pam is on staff at DUMC as an Associate 
in Pastoral Care. As of December 2011, Pam will have completed her MS in Pastoral 
Counseling at Loyola University and will begin her practice at Vital Sources, Inc. in 
Frederick, MD. Her role as Mom to Carly & Tommy enriches her life beyond measure 
along with wonderful family gatherings at her beloved Lake Chautauqua in Western 
New York. Pam can think of no better way to serve God than to care for those around 
her that need Christôs loving presence during times of difficulty and trial.  

 

 Jan Jaremko  ï Jan is commissioned as both a Stephen Leader (2011) and as a 
Stephen Minister (2010). Jan comes to DUMC with a very broad and varied back-
ground, including a 22-year career with Montgomery County Police Department.  Af-
ter leaving the police department, Jan opened a small Native American gift store, 
worked with special needs youngsters as both a substitute teacher and a tutor, and 
worked in the world of solar renewable energy.  Jan has a BA in Criminology from 
Maryland University and an MA in Special Studies in Forensics from GW University. 
Jan has experienced a deep spiritual calling for much of her life and most recently 
felt a calling to join the Stephen Ministry. Jan considers Jesus as her role model.  
She embraces finding the similarities between Christianity and other belief systems.  
Jan has explored and studied alternative and energetic healing for over two decades, 
and holds certifications in several Reiki traditions and in a field called ñsound healthò.  
Janôs awareness of energy and her deep love of and connection to Nature enhance 
her spirituality on a daily basis. 
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Worship Arts Ministry  

Anyone wishing to sing with the Chancel Choir over the summer is invited to do so. Visiting 
family and friends are welcome to join in singing each week. We meet 20 minutes before the 
second service to rehearse. During the summer, we do not wear robes and the service time 
changes from 11 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. on Sunday.  Anyone wishing to share a solo/duet or other 
special music during the summer, please contact Polly Edmonds Baldridge at redhead-
ers@verizon.net  or 240 -750 -8287.  

Anthems:      8/14:   Standing on the Promises  8/28:   Nearer My God to Thee  

   8/21:    On Eagleõs Wings   9/4:     Shout to the Lord    

Contact Polly Edmonds Baldridge at 240-750-8287 or redheaders 
@verizon.net for more information about our Worship Arts Ministry.  

SOUNDS FOR GLORY: THE DUMC ORGAN RENOVATION CAMPAIGN  

I am happy to report that we have applied for a grant from the Joseph G. Bradley Charitable Foundation for 

the renovation of our Skinner pipe organ. It is impossible to predict if the foundation will accept our proposal 

and, if so, how much money it will grant. Nevertheless, we are hopeful.  

As part of the grant proposal we included biographical sketches of the major players in our music ministry. 

We have an impressive array of musical talent at DUMC! Both Walt and Polly have Masters of Music de-

grees in choral conducting and Pollyôs degree also includes vocal performance. She is a member of the Na-

tional Association of the Teachers of Singing. Steve was a semi-finalist in the 2008 and 2010 American 

Guild of Organists National Competitions in Organ Improvisation. Please consider that when you see 

ñImprovisationò in the bulletin! 

There will be a more formal kick-off of the campaign in September. Meanwhile, hereôs an update on the 

campaign: 

Organist Steve Kalnoske held 15-minute concerts (recitals) in the sanctuary at 11 AM and Noon on July 9th 

as part of Celebrate Damascus. Free-will offerings of $149 were collected. Thanks to all who stopped by to 

chill out! 

Also, Pete and I completed our 400-mile tandem bicycle ride from Buffalo to Albany NY, on the Erie Canal-

way Trail. Many of you accepted our challenge to challenge us with sponsorship money and pledges. We 

have $2,575 in checks and pledges for the organ campaign. Pete and I are matching the first $1,000. This will 

push the total in the fund to over $35,000. Thanks for your support!  Have a great summer! Please watch the 

Beacon and the website for further updates. 

The Sounds for Glory Committee: 

Jane Clarke (chair), Jim Kelly (vice chair), Polly Edmonds Baldridge, Joe Briglia, Pete Clarke, Walt Ed-

monds, Bob Gladhill, Dan James, Steve Kalnoske, Brian Sadtler, Julie Sain, and Doug Taylor. 

SOUNDS  
FOR  

GLORY  
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Worship Arts Ministry  (contôd) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE ACADEMY OF SAINT CECILIA  

YOUTH ORCHESTRA  

Announces Auditions for the following Ensembles: 
 

Prep, Chamber and Youth Orchestras, 

Flute Choir, Symphonic Band, &   

Concert Band 

 August 23-24, 2011 
 

ǅ 
 

Beginning Band Instrumental Petting Zoo 

September 6 & 13, 2011 

 
 

CONTACT  
For Audition Information, www.ascyo.org or  

Lerna May-Frandsen at 301-821-1162 or talenthntr@aol.com 

 (When emailing, please put ASC Auditions in the subject line.) 
 

 

The Academy of Saint Cecilia is a faith-based non-profit 501(c) 3 organization, which was founded in 
2001.   The Academy of Saint Cecilia shall serve the community by providing opportunity for young 
musicians to grow spiritually and attain musical excellence through instruction, rehearsal and public 
performances of the great musical compositions of the past and present. All faiths are welcome.  
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Going to buy something on Amazon.com?  
 

Donõt forget to go through the DUMC link to get there  -  the Church gets a contribution for all 
purchases made through this link with no additional cost to you.  Go to www.damascusumc.org 
and look for the link on the home page.  

PLEASE NOTE  

There is no Wednesday afternoon communion  

until September, 2011.  

FALL 2011 Worship Arts  
Calendar/Schedule Coming Soon!  

  

Please keep an eye out for the Children & 

Youth and Adult Ministries Schedules and 
the 2011 -2012 Worship Arts Ministry's 4th 
Sunday Concert Series and Performance 

Calendar. These  guides will include the re-
hearsal times and start dates for the chil-

dren's, youth and adult ensembles and 
ministries, as well as concert and event 
dates. They will be mailed to the congrega-

tion and available in the church office and 
the rear of the sanctuary in mid -August to 
help you plan for the year ahead.  

Worship Arts Ministry  (contôd) 

Interested in Contemporary Worship?  

If you are interested in experiencing contemporary worship at DUMC, please let Pastor Linda know. A 

primarily youth -led contemporary worship service is currently being developed for the 9:30 ð 10:15 a.m. time 

frame on Sundays in the Youth Chapel beginning September 18.  

 Several people have already expressed interest in this new endeavor.  A variety of gifted people are 

needed - musicians (for the band that will play the contemporary songs), worship leaders (singers, people to 

lead prayer), people who will offer the ôtalk,õ hospitality folk (to manage the drinks and food) and audio techs 

(for the audiovisuals). Our contemporary worship focus will always be to make and strengthen disciples of Jesus 

Christ. We know that God will provide, so please prayerfully consider your participation. If you have any ques-

tions, feel free to call Pastor Linda at (301) 253 -0022, ext 104 or email at linda.motter@verizon.net    

All Good Gifts CDs 

On sale now in the church office, the All Good 
Gifts  CDs make wonderful gifts and share 
your faith with those who receive them.  They 

make a  perfect birthday, anniversary, confir-
mation, or Easter gift!! Please also consider 

purchasing gift -away copies to be delivered 
during home and hospital visits by Damascus 

UMC clergy and staff. CDs are $10 each and 
come with a lyric booklet. Sales of All Good 
Gifts  support refurbishing of the Damascus 
UMC organ. To date, sales have provided over 

$1,800 toward the organ, and every dollar of 
the sales price goes toward the organ restora-

tion project!  
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Experience the joy of music  

And  give your child the skills they need for life 
 

Register for Fall now!! 

 
 

Babies Newborn ï 18 mo 

Fridays 11:30 ï 12:15 
 

Kindermusik Village is for lap babies, crawlers, and walkers. It incorporates the most current  research on early 

childhood development and provides families a special place for learning and connecting with other parents and ba-

bies through music and movement. 

 

 

 Toddlers 18mo ï 3 yrs 

  Fridays  10:30 ï 11:15 (with siblings) 
 

Our Time encourages toddlers to uncover an engaging musical world while building confidence, self-control, and 

communications skills. Singing, imitating sounds, rhyming, and object identification foster language skills, while 

creative movement to various musical ñmoodsò develops a sense of balance, timing, and spatial awareness. Listening 

and turn-taking encourage blossoming social skills. 

Our Time reflects the emotional foundations of school readiness and the latest research on music and early childhood 

development. Our Time is a unique opportunity for parent and child to interact and learn together in an unhurried and 

joyful manner. 

 

 

Children 3 ï 5 years 

Fridays 9:30 ï 10:15 
 

Kindermusik Imagine That! takes the preschooler on a musical journey of discovery and explorationéa journey lim-

ited only by the power of imagination. Pretend play activities are integrated with music, vocal development, storytel-

ling, movement, and literature to capture the preschoolerôs potential to learn and to encourage cognitive and literacy 

skills, creativity and individuality.  

Designed for active, energetic, enthusiastic, and imaginative children ages 3 to 5, Imagine That!  classes encourage 

socialization, sharing, and participating in group activities. Singing becomes a focus for enhancing the preschooler's 

vocal development as expressive language is just beginning to emerge.  The parent and child have fun participating 

together in the last 10  minutes of class during Sharing Time. 
 

Village classes are $100 for 7 weeks and include 

CD, board book, poster and instrument 

 

Our Time and Imagine  

That classes are $240 for 14 weeks 

And include 2 CDôs, 2 books, Family activity book and instrument for more information 

 

Contact Jenny Lipetzky 240-394-0517 

or register online at 

http://kindermusikwithjenny.yourvirtuoso.com  
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Missions  

GOT JEWELRY?  OLD ðBROKEN ðNEW 

EARRINGS-NECKLACES-BRACELETS- 
CUFF LINKS -PINS-BELT BUCKLES  

YOU NO LONGER USE OR  LIKE?  WE NEED IT!  

 We are collecting Jewelry that you no longer use or want. 
 Even the one earring you do not wear because you lost the other earring. 

 We will take your broken jewelry too! 

 Your jewelry donations will help build our sister communityõs new church 
 in La Danta, and provide support for òBetween Cultures,ó our missionaries in 

Nicaragua who are helping to manage this project, along with providing 
many other valuable services in Nicaragua. Construction is under way 

with funds made available through our church missions group and 
other fundraisers. 

Your unused Jewelry will help keep their project going! 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

         Old Church eaten with termites before                     Project underway  

Please bring your jewelry to Linda in the church office or 
call Kim Ferguson 301 275-8689 or email kmfcolonial@hotmail.com. 

to come to your home to pick it up. 

Gracias Amigos! 

Calling All Men ! ! !  

If anyone is interested in going on a fishing trip for rock fish this fall, 

please contact Ted Ross at his office, 301-869-6446 or e-mail 

www.tedross consulting.com.  

The cost will be between $125 and $150 which includes the prize for 

the biggest fish.  We will need at least six people to make a commit-

ment for us to follow through with a trip.  

Please give me a call or send a message if youôd like to join us! ! 
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MISSIONS Update 

There will be no Missions Meeting in August.  The next meeting is scheduled for 

September 27, 2011.  Please remember to pray for the various missions teams going forth this 

summer. 

On Saturday, July 30, a nine member team from DUMC departed to spend a week in Nicaragua.   Amanda Jones-

Dominguez, Memo Dominguez, Eduardo Valdez and Reina Rios form Entre Culturas (Between Cultures), along 

with the delegation from DUMC had planned a full week of events.   Once they arrived in Managua, they traveled 

onto La Danta to continue construction work on the church construction project.   

Hopefully we would have finished the roof of the church by the time you read this article !  Additionally, the dele-

gation stayed in the homes of the people of La Danta, sharing in workshops, Bible devotions, church construction, 

and a Vacation Bible School (for 75 children!) to deepen their relationship with the community.    

They then traveled onto to Granada, Nicaragua to do some sightseeing of this historic city.   Thank you for keeping 

the delegation, as well our Entre Culturas and our brothers and sisters in La Danta in your prayers.   If you would 

like to make a contribution to the costs of the delegation, please make your check payable to DUMC with a nota-

tion ñVIM Nicaraguaò on the memo line.  Thank you. 

Mike, Angela & Julian Wahl, Stan & Kathy Jones, Cindy Fulton, Debbie Hursh, and Scott & Logan Abernethy. 

Norm and Cheryl Minekime will be representing DUMC by returning to the Hopi Reservation with Jill Maisch and 

a VIM team from Sandy Mount UMC in Finksburg, MD in mid-August, 8/12 ï 8/20.  This will be Normôs 5th trip 

to Hopi and Cherylôs 4th trip.  Although details were still unavailable at printing time of this issue of the Beacon, 

the team will be dividing their time between cleaning classrooms and doing light maintenance work at the Hopi 

Mission School and working with the Hopi Foundation between Second and Third Mesas in Kykotsmovi, 

AZ.   Norm and Cheryl are very excited about returning to Hopi again and are looking forward to continuing to 

deepen their relationships with our Hopi brothers and sisters that have grown over the past years. 

The Hopi Foundation is a non-profit umbrella organization that has been in existence since 1987 and is dedicated to 

supporting, preserving, fostering and nurturing various aspects of Hopi culture and the Hopi way of life.  Their 

various programs include: KUYI ï Hopi Radio, a public broadcasting radio station located on the reservation; the 

Natwani Coalition, dedicated to preserving and improving traditional Hopi arid-farming techniques; Three Mesas 

Productions, preserving the Hopi language through the performing arts; the Hopi Leadership Program; as well as 

separate programs and centers dedicated to the prevention of violence and substance abuse.  To find out more visit 

www.hopifoundation.org. 

On Saturday July 23rd, 31 volunteers  traveled tom St Helena Island South Carolina to work on projects with the 

Gullah / Geechee Nation.  After the ten hour drive the group settled in on Saturday night, then worshiped at the Be-

thesda Christian Center on Helena Island, SC.  In the afternoon the group was hosted at a Fellowship dinner at Be-

thesda Christian Center with members of the congregation, then took the De Gullah Root Experience Tour of St. 

Helena Island with Queen Quet.  Monday began the work tasks with the main project involved in changing an ex-

isting building into the Alkebulan Archive and cultural center for the Gullah / Geechee.  Other work continued dur-

ing the week on a Meditation Garden, environmental projects in the salt marsh area, and working in some of the 

elderly and disadvantaged Gullah homes to improve living conditions.  The group spent many evenings feasting on 

traditional Gullah / Geechee cuisine, some at the beach including a Friday night fish fry at the Queenôs Com-

pound.  In addition we went on a tour of Historic Savannah on Wednesday night and had dinner in the city.  All of 

our cultural exposures helped us to understand the heritage of this African ï American centric lifestyle and how it 

developed from early Colonial America to current day.  For more details ask any of us to share because the only 

thing hotter than the weather was our desire to serve this community! 

 

 

 

Missions  (contôd) 
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Church Ministries  

 First Place 4 Health 
 

 The First Place 4 Health group ended their first 12-week session with a celebration dinner on July 13, 

2011.  Why on earth would a ñdiet groupò hold a dinner to celebrate?  Isn't that what we always do when we 

lose weight ï go out and eat all the things that we denied ourselves during the diet! 

 FP4H has a very different approach to weight loss.  First of all, it is not a diet.  The concept of dieting 

always takes on a negative feeling.  In FP4H the food plan is called a Live-It, because we all know that in or-

der to live, we must eat. Eating good, healthy food is only one part of this program, which emphases growth in 

emotional, spiritual, mental and physical health. 

 Most people come to FP4H with enough factual information to create their own diet and exercise pro-

gram.  What they lack is heart knowledge - knowledge that has filtered down to the core of our being through 

daily application and studying Godôs Holy word.  In FP4H, our goal is for empowerment to make life-altering 

changes: ñFor the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of powerò (1 Corinthians 4:20). 

  The FP4H Celebration comes from the Parable of the Prodigal son.  First Place 4 Health is NOT about 

food, but rather it is a life-changing program to place Christ in the center of our daily living.  Like the prodigal 

son, we have left our ñfatherôs homeò in search of happiness on our own terms ï food, and over-indulgence.  

By putting Christ first in our lives, we too have the opportunity to make significant changes in our lives and 

well- being.  We do not have to stay trapped in a hopeless, unhealthy state.  Just as the son returns to his father 

in the parable, we can return to our Heavenly Father, who seeks after us, reaching out to us and offering His 

great love for us. And that is where the celebration comes in! 

At our FP4H celebration, we ate healthy food; shared fellowship with each other and the pastors from 

Redeemer Lutheran Church and DUMC; and we gave witness to God's transformation in our lives in the past 

twelve weeks. We look forward to new Bible studies, new members and many more celebrations. 

An orientation for the next twelve-week session will be held on August 31st .  For further information, 

please contact Kathy Geehreng at 301-253-6437 or kegeehreng@verizon.net. 

ñMan does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.ò (Matthew 4:4).  

The best part of this bread is that it has NO calories! 

Trinity Island Cruise  

Vacation Bible School 
 

Our churchôs Vacation Bible School was held the week of August 1 - 5.  We 

thank everyone involved and praise God for his many blessings throughout 

the week.  Donations to help offset our costs are always appreciated. 

 

We look forward to next yearôs VBS!   

It will be the week of July 30  -  August 3, 2012.   

Hope to see you there! 
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Church Ministries (contôd) 

Young at Heart Luncheon set for August 25 

The Young at Heart adult fellowship group will meet in the Church Dining Hall for lunch on 
Thursday, August 25.  NOTE: The date has changed from the previously published August 
17.  All adults associated with the Church and their friends and relatives are welcome.  The 
cost is $10 per person to be paid at the door.  The DEADLINE for reservations is Monday, Au-
gust 22.  Call Bob Newlin on 301/620-8926 or Jacque Janss on 301/620-7276.        

We pride ourselves on having great fellowship, much fun and terrific food fixed by Mickey 
Cochran.  There will be a program after lunch by Mike Springirth premiering a new Young at 
Heart video.   

 

Young at Heart October Outing 
 

The Young at Heart will be going to the TOBYôs Dinner Theatre in Columbia, MD 

on Wednesday, October 12 to have brunch and see the play Chicago. 

Brunch will be served from 10:30 am to 12:00 noon and the show will take place 

from 12:00 to 2:30 pm.  The play Chicago has everything that makes a Broadway 

musical great:  a universal tale of fame, fortune and all that jazz:  one show-stopping

-song after another and the most astonishing dancing youôve ever seen.  You will 

definitely enjoy this show! 

We will be carpooling from the DUMC parking lot at 9:45 am.  We plan to return about 3:30 pm.  Directions 

to TOBYôs will be provided to drivers.  The cost is $49 per person.  Those carpooling will be asked to pay 

their drivers $5 to offset fuel costs. 

Joyce Patrick would like to know ASAP how many persons can come, but the deadline for letting her know is 

October 1, 2011, as long as space remains available.  Please fill out the form below and return it with your 

check to Joyce Patrick, 9500 Pleasant Plains Court, Damascus, MD  20872-1932.  If you have any further 

questions, please contact Joyce at 301-253-2559 or Bob Newlin at 301-717-3465. 

 
##########################  

 

Young at Heart  -  Tobyôs Dinner Theatre 

Wednesday, October 12, 2011 
Meet at DUMC at 9:45 am for carpooling 

 
Name(s): _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: _________________________________    I will need a ride: _________________________ 

 

I will be able to take others in my car _________________  How many: _____________________________ 

 

Check attached/enclosed made out to Joyce Patrick in the amount of ______________ . 
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Church Ministries (contôd) 

Young at Heartôs September Outing 
 

The Young at Heart will be going to Annapolis, MD on Thursday, September 15, 

2011 to visit the U. S. Naval Academy and for an Annapolis Harbor boat ride.  

This outing is open to all adults in our church, their friends, and others in the 

community. 

We will be carpooling from DUMC at 8:30 am.  We plan to return around 3:30 

pm.  Maps will be provided for the drivers.  The cost is $35.00 per person.  Those carpooling will be asked to 

pay their drivers $5.00 to offset parking and fuel costs.   

We will have a guided tour of the U. S. Naval Academy which will last approximately 1.5 hours and require 

about 1.5 miles of walking.  The tour will include Lejeune Hall, Bancroft Hall, Tecumseh Court, Herndon 

Monument, the chapel (if available), and the crypt of John Paul Jones.  Comfortable walking shoes are advised.  

PLEASE NOTE ANYONE OVER THE AGE OF 16 MUST SHOW PHOTO ID WHEN ENTERING 

THE U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY!  

After the tour, we will have lunch at the Drydock Restaurant on the U. S. Naval Academy grounds.  The price 

of your lunch has already been included.  We will need to pre-order our lunch, so please make your selection 

from the options below. 

After lunch, we will be walking about 4 blocks to the Annapolis City Dock where we will board the Harbor 

Queen for a narrated cruise of historic Annapolis Harbor and the banks of the U. S. Naval Academy.  The Har-

bor Queen is a 65-foot river boat that holds 225 passengers.  The main deck is enclosed and the upper deck is 

open.  The cruise will last about 40 minutes.  Drinks and snacks may be purchased. 

Our DEADLINE for letting them know how many will be in our party and for 

placing our lunch orders is Monday, August 29, 2011.  Please fill out the form be-

low, make your selections for lunch, and return it along with your check to Wanda 

Miante, 21300 Appenine Court, Germantown, MD 20876.  If you have any ques-

tions, please contact Wanda Miante at 301-972-1876 or Bob Newlin at 301-717-

3465.    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Young at Heart ï Annapolis Naval Academy & Boat Ride 

Thursday, September 15, 2011             Meet at DUMC at 8:30 am for carpooling 
 

Name/s_________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number___________________     I will need a ride______________________________ 

I will be able to take others in my car_______________________ How many?______________ 

Check made out to Wanda Miante in the amount of $____________ 

Drydock Restaurant Options (select one): 

Ǐ     Fresh tuna salad sandwich, potato chips, dessert, soda  

Ǐ    Sliced turkey deli sandwich, potato chips, dessert, soda  

Ǐ    Sliced ham deli sandwich, potato chips, dessert, soda  

Ǐ    Veggie sandwich, potato chips, dessert, soda  

Ǐ    Two slices of cheese pizza, dessert, soda  
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Young at Heart Schedule of remaining Events for 2011 

If you want to have fun and fellowship with like-minded people during 2011, get out your calendars and enter 

the dates below for Young at Heart activities each month during the year.  All adults associated with the church 

and their friends and neighbors are welcome.  You don't have to join.  Just participate in the events that appeal to 

you.  Watch the Beacon for specific details and reservation deadlines each month.  The Steering Committee tried 

to cut back on more expensive events in view of the current economic situation. 

August 25  Luncheon at Church    (Note new date)    Organizer: Bob Newlin 

September 15  Visit Annapolis, Naval Academy, Boat Ride   Organizer:  Wanda Miante 

   (See next page) 

October 12  Tobyôs Dinner Theater          Organizers: Earl & Joyce Patrick  

November (TBD) Tucker Museum/National Harbor, Washington, Organizers:  Bob Gladhill/ 

                            George  Moy 

December 9  Annual Christmas Dinner, DUMC         Organizer:  Bob Newlin 

 

Church Ministries (contôd) 

Are you Single ? ? ?  
 

The DUMC Singles Fellowship  is now forming.  This fellowship will 
provide a supportive, caring and welcoming ministry for singles that 
is Christ-centered and spiritually -driven for all members to share in 
personal growth, experiences and fun.  Activities will be open to both members and 
non-members of DUMC.   Please join the fun and fellowship!   If you are interesting  in 
helping to organize this ministry, share ideas or  become a member please contact:  
Myra Burgee Bacon - e-mail:   singlesfellowshipministry@verizon.net   or cell phone: 
301-717-1936.  

COMING THIS FALL!  

It is through small groups in a big church that we find our place of belonging and connect-

edness.  A new effort of energizing DUMC with faith groups is in formation. Is there a 

group that you have always wished was available at DUMC? Something you have longed 

for?  We encourage you to share your heartôs desire. Planning for Fall 2011 bible studies, 

classes, service-oriented groups, fellowship, and fun is underway. If you would like to teach 

a class, lead a small group, or simply request that a particular class or group be offered, 

please contact Pastor Linda Motter (linda.motter@verizon.net, 301-253-0022 ext. 104) or Pam Richardson Col-

born (pjcolborn@comcast.net, 301-524-5223). Class/group submissions are due by AUGUST 19th in order to 

allow enough time to organize and get the word out for the fall.  (Look through the Beacon this month for the 

new small group for Singles Fellowship!) 
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Damascus United Methodist Women 

July Circle Meetings 

The Susanna Wesley Circle  

will not in the month of August. 

The Esther JOY Circle  

will not meet in the month of August. 

The WWJD Circle  

will meet not meet in the month of August.   

Christmas Ornament Making: We will be making 

our annual Christmas ornaments this summer and 

would like to have your help.  Please call Pennie 

Adams 301-831-7517 for our work schedule. 

Have a safe and happy summer vacation. 

We will see you in the Fall. 

 Come join the  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Friday, August at 12:30 pm 

 in the Church Annex 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry is a creative way to combine 

the love of knitting and/or crocheting with ministry to 

people in need of comfort. The shawls we make offer 

tangible evidence of Godôs love to each recipient. This 

would also be a great opportunity to learn how to knit 

or crochet ï the basic shawl pattern is very simple to 

learn. 

If you want to learn more, please call or email Cathy 

Heinbaugh at 301-253-0742/cheinbaugh@comcast.net.  

We hope to see you there! 

 

Pleasant Plains Preschool  

Do you need some temporary help while recover-

ing from surgery or an illness?   

Could you use an extra hand while you navigate 

through a life transition, crisis, or recent loss?  

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT THE  

EARTH ANGELS 
They can:  

¶ Provide transportation to appointments.  

¶ Drop off a baked good.  

¶ Make a meal.  

¶ Do yard work.  

¶ Help with household chores.  

¶ Shop.  

¶ Call to check in on your welfare.  

¶ Make a caring visit.  

Contact Pam Richardson Colborn by e -mail at 

pjcolborn@comcast.net  or call/text her at 301 -

524 - 5223 .        

 

Would you like to join the Earth Angel Band  

by serving your fellow brothers  

and sisters - in -need at DUMC?  

We need you!  

Just give Pam a call to get started!  

Church Ministries (contôd) 

Another fabulous year at 
Pleasant Plains Preschool is 
right around the corner.  
Over the summer the staff 
at PPP recharges their bat-
teries, keeps up with new 
ideas through coursework, and thinks about 
how we can provide the best experience for our 
young students.  One of our goals for the up-
coming school year, is to strengthen the bond 
between DUMC and the preschool.  We would 
LOVE a visit from our members with a special 
talent or interest.  Whether you come in to 
share your career or hobby or to read a story, it 
will be greatly appreciated by our teachers and 
preschoolers.  If you need a ñpick me up,ò you 
are certain to get one after a short visit with us!  
We are full of energy.  Please contact, Cora 
Horst, 301-253-9798, if you have something to 
share.    

We still have spaces available for the 2011-
2012 school year.  Please call us ASAP if you 
are interested. 
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Announcements  

Healing Service  

Our monthly Healing Service will be held  Sunday, August 21, at 7:00 pm in the Parlor. 

 All who have healing needs and prayer requests for others are invited to come for this time of Eucharist 

(Holy Communion), laying on of hands, and anointing with oil (James 5:14-15).   

For questions regarding this service, please contact Linda Motter @ (301)253-0022, ext. #104. 

 
 
 

 
The Women of Faith conference is coming to the Verizon Center in Washington, DC, Friday, August 26 
and Saturday, August 27, 2011. 

You can escape from the everyday at a Women of Faith weekend and be refreshed, encouraged and in-
spired.  Because the God who loves you can do far more than you can ever Imagine. 

I have been on three different occasions and came away feeling very uplifted . . .J  The WWJD circle has 
been a couple of times a few years ago, so hope you ladies are feeling the need for a weekend away from 
the usual into a world of praise and worshipé 

The schedule is as follows: 

   Friday   10:30 am ï   3:30 pm 
          7:00 pm ï 10:00 pm 

   Saturday    9:00 am ï   5:00 pm  Box lunch available both days. 

Sheila Walsh, Luci Swindoll, Lisa Harper, Kim Cash Tate, Mary Mary, Natalie Grant, Nicole Johnson, and 
special guest Henry Cloud will be the presenters. 

Registration for both days is $99 ea. or $89 w/10 or more women.  I will check on the motels nearby, and 
we can take the Metro to/from . . . We can put four in a room, or for those who want to come and go thatôs 
an option too. 

Please let me know if you are interested in going to this special event, and I will make the arrangements.  I 
can be reached at 301-482-1122 or email jlm.jan3@verizon.net.  For more information go to 
www.womenoffaith.com/imagine.   ~Jan Mullinix 

This September 23rd, thousands of men and women will join together to par-

ticipate in the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer 3-day walk.  For 3 days I will 

walk with others, covering 60 miles, in a fight to end this disease.  Net pro-

ceeds to the event are invested in breast cancer research and community pro-

grams.  For the fourth year in a row I will be participating in the 3-day along 

with my team, "The Pink Purpose."  All walkers must raise $2,300 to partici-

pate and I am hoping my church community might be able to help me reach 

this goal!  If you feel moved to do so, please go to www.the3day.com/goto/

MandySellers to donate online. If you'd rather mail in your donation, contact me via email at 

amndaj@yahoo.com or phone at 301-642-2984 and I would be glad to send you my donation form.  Thank 

you so much, from the bottom of my heart, for considering helping me! 
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Eat Pineapple  

      for August ! ! ! 
 

For a history project I am 

doing on canning factories 

in Maryland, I am in need 

of a large amount of empty cans.  The particular 

size cans I am looking for are: 

Preferred Cans: 

Bushôs Grillin Beans  1 lb. 5 oz. or 1 lb. 6 oz. 

Pineapple (crushed, rings or chunks)  1 lb. 4 oz. 

Pie Fillings 1 lb. 5 oz.  or 1 lb. 6 oz. 

Cans should be rinsed and labels removed.  With 

each can that is given a $1 donation will be made 

to the Organ Restoration Fund.  Please bring your 

cans to the church office (you can leave them on 

the porch anytime) or deliver them to me at the 

Wonderful Wednesday night dinners.  If you have 

any questions, you can call me at 301-253-2287.  

Thanks so much!  

-  Gary Richard 

ZZZZZZZZZZ 

Prayer Requests 

The Intercessory Prayer Group invites you to write any 

prayer requests on the prayer cards located in the pews.  

Prayer cards should then be placed in the prayer box in 

the Narthex.  All requests will be kept confidential. 

Prayer requests may also be made on-line at 

www.damascusumc.org.  
 

ZZZZZZZZZZ 

Announcements (contôd) 

Volunteers Needed  

Mercy Health Clinic is a free, volunteer  
medical clinic that serves the uninsured,  

low income residents of Montgomery County.   
There is always a need for all kinds of volun-
teers, but right now our greatest need is for  
nurses and for non-medical volunteers who 

can speak Spanish.   

If you would be willing to work six to twelve 
hours a month at the Clinic  

or would like to visit the Clinic to know more 
about its operation,  

please call David Wallace at 240-773-0329.   

The Clinic is located a block from the Motor 

Vehicle Administration in Gaithersburg . 

Labyrinth Herbs 

In the monastic tradition, Damascus UMC is consid-

ering an herb garden to be planted by the new laby-

rinth. Ideas include using Biblical herbs and/or 
scented herbs in pots around the labyrinth to be en-

joyed while meditating or otherwise using the court-

yard. The herb garden would be planted in Septem-

ber as part of the dedication of 

Phase I building completion.  

If you are interested in making 

this idea come to life, please 

contact Gabrielle Hulcher at 

240-316-6815 or Polly Ed-
monds Baldridge at 240-750-

8287. 

Have you considered  

e-Giving? 

Through the e-Giving program you can elect to sub-

mit your offering to the church electronically.  We 

have two options: bi-weekly or monthly.  The funds 

will be deducted from your checking or savings ac-

count automatically, versus having to remember to 

bring your checkbook and envelope with you to 

church.  You may get an authorization form from the 

church office, or on the website under òResources, 

Administrative, Forms & Downloads.ó 

If you have any questions about this program, please 

contact Debbie Benson at 301-253-0022, ext. 106 or 

dumc_finance@verizon.net. 
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Announcements (contôd) 

School  

Supplies  

Faith Connections 

and Damascus 

HELP will be col-

lecting school sup-

plies for needy students in the Damascus-

Clarksburg area. Please buy extra supplies 

when you are shopping during this summer. 

Donations can be placed in the labeled blue 

bins located at many local businesses and 

churches.  Thank you in advance for your 

generosity! 

Donations will be collected from early  
July until August 15

th 
. 

School Supplies Shopping List  
 

Please help provide new school supplies and backpacks for needy students in the Damas-
cus-Clarksburg area. 

#2 Pencils 
Colored Pencils 
Markers 
Pencil Sharpeners 
Pencil Boxes 
Scissors 
Pencil Boxes 
24 Count Crayons 
Backpacks 
Textbook Covers 
Notebook  Dividers   (5 & 8 Tab) 

Erasers 
Pens (Blue and Black) 
Spiral Notebooks 
4ÈÒÅÅ 2ÉÎÇ "ÉÎÄÅÒÓ   ɉσȱȟ ςȱȟ ρȱɊ 
Ruled Notebook Paper 
Composition Books 
Glue Sticks 
Pencil Top Erasers 
Pocket Folders 
Rules (centimeters and inches) 
Pencil Pouches 
σȱ  8  υȱ  )ÎÄÅØ #ÁÒÄÓ 

Swimming Pool Safety Awareness 

Safety begins and ends with you, the parent or 

caregiver.  Always remain alert, know where 

your child is and keep him or her safe!  When 

hiring a babysitter, would you ever  . . . 

. . . hire them sight unseen or without references? 

. . . hire them without interviewing them, or even 

      meeting them or talking to them? 

. . . allow them to watch not only your children,    

      but many others at the same time? 

. . . let them take your child, along with many  

      others, to a swimming pool, an amusement   

      park, or even the movies? 

But that is exactly what you are doing when you 

donôt actively supervise your child at the swim-

ming pool.  Lifeguards are not babysitters, they 

are emergency responders.  The person responsi-

ble for watching your child is you. 

For more information on keeping your little he-

roes safe this summer, visit www.apsp.org. 
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Thank Youôs 

Dear Friends of Friendship and Damascus,  

I thank God every day in my prayers for you.   I know how  extremely fortunate I was to have served as 

your pastor and friend.   Your farewell gifts, which were many and quite generous, have been and are a 

great blessing to me.   In particular, I want to thank the entire church community for the two parties 

(one at Friendship and the other at Damascus) and for the lovely Vera Bradley Purses and  their mar-

velous contents.   Your generosity has helped me to purchase furniture and accessories for my new 

home.   

I am grateful  to Betty Spencer, Darlene King Dorsey, Angie Dillon and all the other saints who worked 

behind the scenes to prepare and serve at Friendship; and  for those who  attended worship and  stayed 

afterward to join the celebration.   The gifts were so meaningful, the food was fabulous, and the fel-

lowship was wonderful!  I enjoyed every aspect of the day.  I felt so honored and loved!   

To Nathan  (Orem) I want to thank you so much for the portrait (what a surprise!).   

I am forever appreciative of the United Methodist Women, not only for their gifts, but their support 

throughout my tenure.   The farewell party at Damascus which was hosted by Hazel Strahorn and coor-

dinated by the women in the WWJD circle and others was  so much fun. Of course, the  refreshments 

prepared  by Kenny Sue were outstanding.    I am grateful to all who attended both parties!   Walt, the 

serenade was a special treat, and thank you sooooo much for not making me sing!   

To Jane, Linda S., Linda M., Pam, Lisa, Debbie, Sue and Ted C, Kwadjo and Wisdom, I know you were 

involved in more than one way in all the festivities.  Thank you so very much for your love, friend-

ship and support!    

I have begun reading the books, and I've placed some of the desk accessories, plaques and wall hang-

ings in my office at the church and here at the house.   My heart is overjoyed by the memory books, 

pictures and cards  from both churches.   I am wearing the jewelry, the stoles, and items of clothing --

and what else can I say??    I think of  you every time I see something you gave me.   Your thoughtful-

ness in arranging the fabulous send -offs and your encouragement throughout the years will always 

bring me fond memories.  

I am proud to say that we are family!  I welcome you to come and visit anytime.   I pray God's contin-

ued blessings on each one of you.   Thank you so much for being the loving, compassionate,  generous 

community of faith you are.    

          With much affection and love,  

          Frances Stewart  
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Duty Officers for August, 2011 

August 1 - 15:    Marilyn Lohnes 

August 16  -  31:   Marcia & George Hofman 

Thank Youôs (contôd) 

To Melissa Flowers - A Word of Thanks 

The Damascus UMC Worship Arts Ministry wishes to thank Melissa Flowers for her 

years of wonderful service to the Inspiration Ringers. Ms. Flowers established the group 

as a way of getting late elementary and early middle school students motivated to 

play handbells and feed into the other handbell ensembles at Damascus UMC. The In-

spiration Ringers is a wonderful group and a place where many young people have 

learned bell technique and music skills, have gained a great appreciation for the art of 

ringing handbells, and have enjoyed fellowship and fun together. Ms. Flowers has 

shared her love of music, her wisdom and her wit in a way that has endeared her to so 

many. Her care and creativity have made a wonderful impression on the members of the 

group. 

Ms. Flowers has moved with her new husband Mark to a home near Baltimore, and the 

commute will prevent her from directing the Inspiration Ringers in the fall. This news is a great loss for the 

dedicated members of the Inspiration Ringers, but the group will continue to rehearse and play for worship un-

til a permanent director is found. We will miss Ms. Flowers' leadership and dedicated service and look forward 

to sharing music and fellowship with her in other ways as she works to discern God's call for her life in her 

new locale. Ms. Flowers may be reached by email at melismata@msn.com.  

Dear DUMC Friends, 

Words cannot completely express my thankfulness for your gracious gift!  Your monetary present was a 

touching way to welcome me as Associate Pastor of DUMC.   I truly look forward to what God will reveal in 

our future together.  Thank you for thinking of me in such a thoughtful and caring way.    

With much Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Linda 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Upper Room  
Please feel free to take a copy of the Upper Room which is kept in the  

pew hymnal racks in our Sanctuary.  Better yet, take a couple of copies and share with friends and 
neighbors.  This publication is a wonderful way to encourage daily scripture reading!  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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SUMMER  WORSHIP HOURS  
 

Please remember our 11:00 am morning worship service  
is now at 10:15 am on Sundays.  

This change in time will continue THROUGH Sunday, August 28. 

Dear Walt, 
 

Just a quick note to express the wonder and delight of 

listening to the choir and orchestra here at High Cross 

church, Camberley, Surrey. 

We were privileged afterwards to have four young 

men overnight at our home.  It was wonderful to listen 

to their four finding, excitement and joy in your own 

church fellowshipðwhat it meant to themðtheir ex-

pressions of growing faith.  All were polite; one very 

shy, but together, although not close friends, they had 

that solidarity of enjoyment in music and pride in their 

church. 

I have been listening to the very kind gift left for us 

when they departed.  I have particularly enjoyed the 

very young voicesðand different (to me) interpreta-

tions of well known music pieces. 

Once again, please express our thanks to the dedica-

tion of the whole groupðIôm sure at times they miss 

their ñown foldsò or were tired, but in concert they all 

showed their enthusiasm. 

Well doneðGodôs blessings to you all. 

Regards, Larette Hadfield 

Another relative of Madeline Waters  . . . .  

"I am glad that all has gone well ï I am still 

amazed at the intensity of the overall tour pro-

gramme but very impressed with the participantsô 

enthusiasm and commitment to the whole trip and 

the quality of the individual and collective per-

formances. 

As I have already said I thought the performance 

at High Cross Church was extremely good and, 

yes, I have to say it again ï the highlight was 

Madeline singing the solo in the Chariot spiritual 

ï it was thrilling and very moving and the thun-

derous applause from the audience ósaid it allô ï 

absolutely magnificent and a privilege to be there 

and see and listen!" 

-  Stuart Salt 

Notes from ñAcross the Pondò  

Dear Mr. Edmonds, 

Thank you for the most inspiring concert at High 

Cross Church in Camberley.  It was a priviledge to 

offer hospitality to the two lovely girls, Annabel and 

Jessica.  Their parents would have been very proud of 

their impeccable and courteous behavior.  Sadly their 

visit was only too brief!  I have to apologize for for-

getting that one bed had my daughterôs special wheat 

filled pillows!  Not too comfortable unless one is used 

to them.  We hope all your young people arrived home 

safely and in good health, after such a grueling pro-

gramme. 

With many thanks and Godôs blessings, 

Josephine Baynes 

From a relative of Madeline Waters  . . . .  

Hi Everyone, 

I wanted to write saying how much I enjoyed last 

nightôs concert at Camberley.  Apart from the fact 

that you, Cathy, were sitting with me and Made-

lineôs bright face was beaming to all, the evening 

went quickly, was just the right length and  delighted 

everyone.   

The choir and orchestra were of an excellent stan-

dard and showed great skill and unity.  It was clear 

that, with the short turnover of talent of the young 

people, the groups are at a high strength just now.  

The Hall was full and enthusiastic, especially for this 

county!  Well done!   It was good to see the family 

in action, if only for a short time.    

Love to you all,  

Margaret 



2011 Summer Youth Mission Tour Welcome Home Concert CD's  

Doug Benson of Catoctin Mountain Recording taped our Peace in Our Time Welcome Home Concert on June 

30, 2011, featuring the Charles Wesley Singers and members of The Academy of St. Cecilia Youth Orchestra.  

We are taking orders for the 2-CD set for $20.00 each.  If you missed the concert or attended and can't wait to 

hear it again - here is your opportunity!   Please fill out the form below and return it to the office along with 

your payment for the total due.  

###################  

2011 Summer Youth Mission Tour -   Concert Date:  June 30, 2011  

Name: ____________________________________Phone:______________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________ 

 Number of two-CD sets  ______     x $20      =       ______ 

 Optional shipping ($4/set)  ______     x $  4      =       ______ 

   

                                  Total Due:         ______  
    

Checks should be made payable to ñDUMC.ò 
 

New Member Classes  

Many people have expressed a desire to become a member of Damascus United Meth-

odist Church. If you are interested in becoming a member of DUMC, new member 

classes will be forming in October, 2011. Please feel free to let Linda Motter know of 

your interest in joining DUMC (linda.motter@verizon.net)  at (301) 253 -0022, ext. 104,  

Upcoming Preaching Schedule  

  August 14:      Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

           Pastor Linda Motter @ Damascus 

           Pastor Raphael Koikoi @ Friendship 

  August 21:      Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

           Linda Motter @ Damascus 

           Pastor Raphael Koikoi @ Friendship 

  August    28:   Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

           Susan James @ Damascus 

           Pastor Raphael Koikoi @ Friendship 

  September 4:      Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

           Pastor Walt Edmonds  @ Damascus 

           Pastor Raphael Koikoi @ Friendship 
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_________________________________________________________About Our People 

On August 12th, Harry & Sharon Cole will be celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary.  

Thanks be to God! 
 

On July 30th, Lucas Weeks was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant (2LT) in the Army. He branched In-

fantry and his first duty station is Ft. Polk, LA. Congratulations Lucas! 

Pray for those receiving medical care, going through tests, facing surgery, or in recovery: Bekke Cather-

wood, Natalie Cosman (Don & Ritaôs 7-year-old granddaughter), Richard Fisher (Cheryl Burkhammerôs 

brother), Bob Gladhill, Juanita Green, Sela Horner (hip replacement surgery on Aug. 15th), Miel Linthi-

cum (broken femur), Tammy Sharp, and Evan Sweeney (Pat Sweeneyôs nephew).   

 Pray for those who have been diagnosed with cancer including Ann Boyer (Kevinôs mom), Dotty Boyle 

(friend of Mary Busby), Dornell Finger (Kim Brigliaôs mom & Andie Shartelôs grandma), Frank Klahre 

(Dougôs dad), Dave Lingrell, Emily Noyes (Matt & Lynda Packardôs 8-year-old niece), Frances Richards 

(Rev. Beth Richardsô sister), Don Ricketts (Delores Nealôs family member), and Jeanie Wall (Wanda 

Mianteôs cousin).  

Dan Sennewaldôs dad, Carl, passed away on August 2nd from melanoma. Let us pray for Dan and his family 

as they grieve. 

Carolyn Slocombôs father, Richard Foltz, passed away on July 21st. Services were held at Redeemer Lu-

theran Church in Damascus. Keep Carolyn and all of Richardôs loved ones in your prayers. 

Pray for the loved ones of those who have recently died including the family and friends of Wanda Duncan (Pastor 

Linda Motterôs cousin), Rev. Marcus Earp, Richard Hines (brother of Delores Neal and Roz Bowman/ Memorial 

Service at DUMC on Aug. 7 at 3pm), Ruth Kimball (Chris Peloquinôs grandmother), Mary Irma Klein (Mary Gene 

Martinôs mom), Mildred Little (Karalee Turner-Littleôs grandma), and George Misurga (George Magasô brother-in-

law). 

 Continue to pray for David Abernethy (Barbaraôs husband), Pennie Adams, Laverne Archibald, 

Marianne Baltrotsky, Shirley Bratburd (Barryôs mom), Martin Carr, David Carter (Bob & Rubyôs grand-

son), Max Catherwood, Peggy Chaney, Theresa Dixon, Thomas M. Dorsey, Tracy Dorsey, Tom Doug-

las (Susan Shookôs son), Pat Duvall, Gilda Erdle (Nickôs mom), Bob & Harriet Gladhill, Ruth Harward, 

Melinda Herndon, Eric Hoar, Dennis & Lea Hough,  Mike Iwicki, Sr., Margaret Johnson, Jeanette Jos-

lin, Woody King, Irma Klein (Mary Gene Martinôs mom), Lauren Lloyd (daughter of Jan Mullinix), Tanner Matney, 

Inez McAbee, Melvin McCray, Pamela McCray, Emily Morgan, Bob & Kay Newlin, Richard Newman (Tiffanyôs 

dad), Nancy Nickerson, Nathan Orem, Gerry & Neal Pardini, Catherine Pearce, Doris Pope, Yvonne Proctor, Joe 

Rice, Sr., Sarah Rice, Beth Richards, Mary Jane Rotella, Carol Rowell (Beth Taylorôs aunt), Debbie Ruprecht, 

Esther Samakouris, James Saunders, Howard Shull (Nancy Lacyôs dad), Sonny Snowden, Russell Stansbury, Elea-

nor Stipe, Mollie Stone (daughter of Debbie & Kevin), Alethia Watkins, David Wells (brother of Jennifer Farrell), 

and Gary Wilhelm (son of Jan Mullinix). 

Please pray for all who serve in the military.  George J. Evans, Jr.-Navy (son of George & Soozie) is 

stationed at Guantanamo Bay.  Ian Lee-Feuillet-Army (Donna Feuilletôs nephew) is stationed in Af-

ghanistan. John Clayton-Army (Cathy Heinbaughôs brother), Alex Sauter-Marines (son of Todd & 

Kelly), Brandon Swisher-Marines (family friend of the Grimes), and Rudy Urias, Jr.-Marines (cousin 

of Bill and Dorothy Nelligan), are stationed in the United States. Erik Bickle-LCDR US Navy (Marcia 

& George Hofmanôs son-in-law) is stationed in the Persian Gulf. Alex Sauter-Marines (son of Todd & Kelly) is now 

stationed at Marine Corps Base Hawaii. You can follow his work in Public Affairs by checking out the stories in the 

Hawaii Marine Newspaper or by following this link: http://www.mcbh.usmc.mil/. Major Gregory Lee-Army (Cara 

Hardick Leeôs husband, son-in-law of Nancy & Dick Hardick, and father to Madelyn (6) and Alexis (2)) is currently 

posted at West Point, NY where Greg is a cadet advisor.  Greg did 2 tours in Bagdad of 15 months each.  

 
 

If you would like to add a name (or remove one) to the About Our People section,  
please e-mail Pam Richardson Colborn at pjcolborn@comcast.net  or call/text (301)524 -5223.  

http://www.mcbh.usmc.mil/
mailto:pjcolborn@comcast.net
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