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    A Space For The Sacred:  
     Damascus UMC Phase I Building Completion 

     September 25 ï 30, 2011 

     Phase One of ñBuilding on the Crossò to be celebrated 

  We have been waiting for more than two months to em-

brace all the work that has been completed in this first phase of 

Building on the Cross, our building program for a new addition of 

a facility for greater ministry.  The ñgood thingsò of  remaking the 

courtyard and including a central labyrinth, of preparing a connect-

ing wall for the new corridor from the Christian Fellowship Center 

to the narthex, the new road from the upper parking lot to the 

lower section of Mt. Vernon Avenue, the addition of a spacious 

parking lot for some 80 spaces, the relocation and addition to the 

Mullinix Pavilion for a more beautiful setting, and the preparation 

work for the foundation of the new building to come, are being 

completed.  With gratefulness we welcome the new ñamenitiesò 

for ministry that have been so carefully worked on by the Thoma-

sini owed company (Construction Trade Services, Inc. - John and 

Linda being former members of Damascus Church), our own 

Building Committee, present chairs being Bob Wilson and David 

Lingrell, oversight manager Clyde Curtis, and others, who have 

poured their energies into giving us this great gift for new minis-

tries.  

 To celebrate this monumental work, we are planning a 

week of celebration beginning on Sunday, September 25 and con-

tinuing until Friday, September 30.  Festivities will begin after the 

morning services on Christian Education Sunday, or what we are 

calling this year, Christian Formation Sunday, with this special 

series of events. 

4:00 pm   Gathering Concert by Scott Fulton featuring songs  

      written or sung at Damascus Church in the last  

      two decades. 

5:00 pm   Service of Dedication for Phase One of Building on 
                the Cross, Leaders of the building initiative including 
                Bob Wilson, Mickey Cochran, Rick Kenney, David 
                Lingrell, Clyde Curtis, and members of the Building 
                Committee will be asked to share in this service. 

5:30 pm   Chicken and Pig Roast with all the fixinôs; 
                Adults $10; Twelve and under $5; Four and under 
                Free.  Meal prepared by Rob Buros with In 10se BBQ. 

 

 

 

ĔĔĔĔ 
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9/11: We Remember 
September 11, 2011 

6:30 p.m. 
Damascus UMC Sanctuary 

 

On the 10th anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist 

attacks, members of several Damascus area churches 

are meeting to mark the day with music, scripture 

readings, and prayer. This special event will be 

hosted at Damascus UMC and will include the Acad-

emy of St. Cecilia Youth Orchestra, St. Paulõs Catho-

lic Church choir, Damascus UMCõs Chancel Choir, 

and representatives from other congregations sharing 

both patriotic and sacred music. Please invite friends 

and neighbors to join you for this important service 

of remembrance. 

Faith of our Fathers Methodist History Tour 
 

On Saturday, September 10, 2011 Pastor Walt is leading a group to Baltimore to visit some of the most his-

toric Methodist sites in America.  The Methodist Church got its start in Maryland.  We are blessed to live so 

close to the source of our spiritual roots, and yet I suspect that most of us have never taken the time to visit.  

People of other faiths travel the world over to visit their historic shrines. 
 

This tour will be a wonderful opportunity to reconnect with our spiritual roots.  We will be visiting Old Ot-

terbein Church, Lovely Lane United Methodist Church and Mt. Vernon Place United Methodist Church.  

Each of these churches played a significant role in the development of the United Methodist Church that we 

know today.   There will be a surprise treat at Mt. Vernon Place UMC. 
 

We will meet at DUMC at 8:15 a.m. and expect to return by 3:30 p.m.  Transportation will by church van 

and carpool.  The cost will be $5.00 per person to help offset the cost of gas for the van and carpool drivers.  

Lunch will be at the City Café where you will pay for your own lunch. 
 

Space is limited.  Reserve your place on the tour ASAP.  Contact Kathy Geehreng 301-253-6437 or email 

her at kegeehreng@verizon.net 

 6:30 pm   4th Sunday Concert Series: Young Artist Concert 
                             featuring the young adults of our parish, community and the Academy of St. Cecilia. 

The events of the week (including yoga, ñGenesis of a Novel,ò a panel session with Bette Hurst, herb garden 

planting for the courtyard, choir tour and Stephen Ministry movie screenings, and the Friday night swing 

dance featuring Pat Quinn's band Gina DeSimone & The Moaners) will be coming to you in a special addition 

of the Building on the Cross newsletter. We trust you will want to begin to plan for participating in this ex-

traordinary day and week in the life of our congregation. 

 We have so many things to be thankful for this year in the midst of the struggles of our nation and 

world.  Let us allow the goodness we know in this place, the serendipities of the Holy Spiritôs work in this 

congregation be the foundation for greater faithfulness and service in the days ahead.  In the words so often 

used by our new Associate Pastor, Linda, Thanks be to God! 
- Walter G. Edmonds 

 

FALL & WINTER  

WORSHIP HOURS  

Please remember,  
starting  TODAY,  

Sunday, September 4,   
our Sunday Morning  

Worship Services  
have returned to  

8:15  a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  
 

mailto:kegeehreng@verizon.net
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Mark Your Calendars to  . . .  

Change the World  
Sunday, October 9 

 

 

Imagine 15,000 people all working together  

to do the things 

that matter in their communities. 

 
The Change the World Mission Weekend will celebrate the spirit of United Methodism, a faith built on social 

action. United Methodist churches in the Baltimore-Washington area have set a goal to engage 15,000 people 

in community mission projects the weekend of October 8  -  10.  The project prompts church members to join 

with others in the community to make a difference locally and globally. 

Congregations of the Baltimore-Washington Conference are encouraged to move outside the walls of their lo-

cal churches to serve in their communities in one weekend as a witness. Health fairs, environmental clean-up 

projects, food drives--the possibilities are endless. 

Damascus UMC has committed to participating in this event and several ñmissionsò have already been 

claimed.  On Saturday, October 8, the Earth Stewards will lead a clean-up day to pick up litter along Wood-

field Road.  On Sunday, October 9 (our Missions Sunday in worship) we will be having groups attend the An-

nual CROP Walk, and Charles Wesley Singers will visit the Maplewood Retirement Home in Bethesda to sing 

for the Senior Citizens.   Other projects are being sought by the Mission work area, so get your ideas in to 

Linda Motter, Cheryl & Norm Minekime or the church office (Damascus.umc@verizon.net). 

The project will vary on a day we are all together to make a positive impact on the community.  Letôs ñgo out 

of our wayò to participate in change the World  Weekend. 

We would love to hear your thoughts or ideas for Change the World Weekend.  Please give us a call in the 

church office (301-253-0022) if you have an idea or would like to lead an activity.   

Go.  Be.  Do. 
"One of the principal rules of religion is, to lose no occasion of serving God. 

And, since he is invisible to our eyes, we are to serve him in our neighbor; 

which he receives as if done to himself in person, standing visibly before us." 

           -John Wesley 

Youth  

Youth to Celebrate Labor Day Tonight!  

The youth will be traveling to D.C. tonight to hear the National Sym-
phony Orchestra on the West Lawn of the Capitol.  We will leave promptly 

at 6:30 p.m. following a quick pizza dinner, picking up the metro at 
Shady Grove. Concert begins at 8:00 p.m. we will phone parents on our 
way home for a more specific pick -up time for our return to church.  
Please contact Pastor Walt, the day of the event to sign up, at 301 -

831 -3472 or 301 -717 -5387.  

Hope to see you tonight!  



  

CONFIRMATION CLASSES BEGIN
  

Our DUMC/FUMC Confirmation pro-

gram is offered to students in the eighth 

grade or older.  Each year of the two-

year program is divided into two semes-

ters, which run from September through 

November, and January through Easter, 

meeting on Monday evenings. The first-

half of each evening session involves a worship service 

experience in the Sanctuary.  The latter half of the evening 

for all classes is held in the Sacristy, exploring Faith to 

Life Application with Linda Motter.  A letter with sign-up 

details introducing the availability of the program will be 

sent to prospective youth and their parents within our 

DUMC/FUMC community during the second week of Au-

gust. 

This year, our two-year confirmation program begins on 

Monday, September 12, 2011 for all classes.  An intro-

ductory one-hour session explaining the program for 

both the first-year students and their parents will be 

held Sunday, September 11 at 4:00 p.m. in the DUMC 

Sanctuary.  Prior to this meeting, if you have any ques-

tions regarding the confirmation program, please call Pas-

tor Walt or Pastor Linda @ (301) 253-0022. 

Mark Your Calendars!  
 

UMYFO Meeting  

Wednesday, September 14 @ 6:30 pm 
The next meeting for the 2011-2012 UMYFO youth 

and adults will take place on Wednesday, September 

14 in the Sacristy @ 6:30 p.m.  Be sure to coming 

early and enjoy the Wonderful Wednesday Dinner! 

All UMYFO representatives are asked to attend.    

Join us as we plan and organize events for the upcom-

ing year. 

Important Youth News Update 

Last week we kicked off the beginning of our 

Youth Activities for the year with a wonderful 

cookout at the home of the Magasô.   (Thanks to 

Kathy, George, Eric & Alec!)  Though we had a 

very large turnout, we realize with everyoneôs busy 

fall schedules some people were unable to attend 

this event. 

If you missed this gathering, there were some im-

portant papers distributed concerning youth activi-

ties for the entire year, tour information, volunteer 

opportunities, and Safe Sanctuary forms. Please be 

sure and either stop by or contact the office to re-

ceive your packet of information.   We can either 

mail or drop off the packet to your home.   

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  J a n e  W e b b  a t 

great.jane@verizon.net or 301-253-0022, ext. #101 

to request this information. 
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ATTENTION ALL  
YOUTH & PARENTS !!! 

SSL Forms are now available in the church 

office for all youth (Montgomery County) that 

participated in the 2011 Summer Youth Mis-

sion Tour and Habitat for Humanity.   For 

forms for VBS you would contact Cathy Scar-

brough directly at tom.scarbrough@verizon.net. 

Please remember that Montgomery County 

Schools have a ñstrictò deadline (usually Sep-

tember 30) for submitting these forms for 

graduation requirements. Be sure to pick up 

your form ASAP!!!!!  

Youth  (contôd) 

New Model for DUMC's Youth Blend Cafe 

DUMC has a new model for our Youth Blend Cafe which begins on Sunday, September 18. Primarily, our 

youth will lead a contemporary worship service from 9:30 a.m. -10:10 a.m. in the Youth Chapel. During this 

worship experience, drinks and light food will be available. Praise songs will be led by our new praise band. 

After worship, youth will experience adult-facilitated discussion groups. These groups will be divided accord-

ing to grade level. This model was developed by youth and adults after much prayer, reflection and research. 

Any questions? Contact Pastor Linda 301-785-0783 or linda.motter@verizon.net Thanks be to God! 

mailto:linda.motter@verizon.net
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Youth Activities ð Fall 2011 
 

Sunday, September 4:     
5:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers Rehearsal 

6:00-6:30  pm Youth Dinner here at DUMC ï Dining Hall 

6:30 pm Depart DUMC for NSO Concert, Washington, DC 

8:00 pm Concert begins on West Lawn of the US Capitol 

 

Monday, September 5:   Labor Day 
NO Montgomery County Schools 

 

Tuesdays, starting September 6: 
St. Cecilia Orchestra Rehearsals Begin 

 

Wednesdays, starting September 7: 
5:00 pm Puppets InC  Interactive Rehearsals 

5:45 pm Wonderful Wednesday Dinners 

6:30ï7:15 pm   Inspiration Ringers 

 

Saturday, September 10: 
8:15 am  -  3:30 pm   Faith of Our Fathers:   A Methodist History Tour 

             (See article Page #2 of this Beacon) 

 

Sunday, September 11: 
4:00 pm Confirmation Orientation Meeting (1st year only) 

5:00 pm  Charles Wesley Singers Rehearsal 

6 ï 6:30 pm Youth Dinner ï Dining Hall 

6:30 pm Service of Remembrance for 9/11  

Monday, September 12: 
Confirmation Classes begin 

 First Year Confirm:  Class A  /  6:30 - 7:30 pm 

 First Year Confirm:  Class B  /  7:00 - 8:00 pm 

 Second Year Confirm:  One class only  /  7:45 - 9:00 pm 

 

Sunday, September 18: 
5:00 pm  Charles Wesley Singers Rehearsal 

6 ï 6:30 pm Youth Dinner ï Dining Hall 

6:30 pm Youth Activity ï Neighborhood Food Collection for Damascus Help 

 

Sunday, September 25: 
4:00 pm  Charles Wesley Singers Rehearsal 

5:00 pm New Building Dedication Ceremony 

5:30 pm Picnic Dinner ï Join in a Chicken/Pig Roast for Dinner 

6:30 pm Young Artist Concert  

 



Church Ministries  

Come to Sunday School  
 and Make a Difference  

"Let my heart be broken with the things that break God's heart"  
 

"I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothingéò -Matthew 

 

Each time you attend Sun-
day School at Damascus 
United Methodist Church, a 
donation will be made on 
your behalf to help the 
starving children in Africa.  
 
Come see how you can make a 
difference.  Share your love 
with our brothers and sisters.  
It is a matter of life and death.  
Really.  

12 million caught in Africa food crisis  
 

The hunger crisis ï deepened by civil strife and the worst drought in decades ï is af-
fecting 12 million people in Horn of Africa countries of Kenya, Ethiopia, Somalia and 

Djibouti.  

Church World Service, the United Methodist Committee on Relief, and other mem-
bers of the faith -based ACT Alliance are working together to help over 400,000 peo-
ple in the Dadaab refugee complex in northern Kenya.  These agencies are helping 

with the immediate needs of food, water, and shelter.  

1,300 more refugees are arriving each day.  It is a monumental crisis.  

We have Sunday School classes for children, youth and adults of all ages, every Sunday from 9:30-10:30am.  Our fall classes be-

gin on September 18th, with a Sunday School kickoff extravaganza on Sept. 11th at 9:30am.  Please join us. 
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CALLING ALL WALKERS!!! 
If you are interested in getting together to continue or renew your  

walking habit or start a new one as autumn weather beckons,  
^\ggėjmė`h\dgėGtiiėBmpi`m)ėR`Ăggėh\f`ė\ėkg\iõ 

301- 253 - 5017/ grunerly@verizon.net. 

 

ÿOc`ėGjm_ė]`ajm`ėrcjhėDėc\q`ėr\gf`_ėa\docapggt'ėrdggėn`i_ėcdnė\ib`gėrdocėtjpė
\i_ėh\f`ėtjpmėejpmi`tė\ėnp^^`nn)ĀėėėB`i`ndnė-/5/+\ 

Church Ministries (contôd) 

 

Come join the Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Monday, September 19 

at 6:30 pm 
 in the Church Annex 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry is a creative way to combine the love of knitting and/

or crocheting with ministry to people in need of comfort. The shawls we 

make offer tangible evidence of Godôs love to each recipient. This would 

also be a great opportunity to learn how to knit or crochet ï the basic shawl pattern is very simple to 

learn. 

If you want to learn more, please call or email Cathy Heinbaugh at 301-253-0742/

cheinbaugh@comcast.net.  We hope to see you there! 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.     

Hebrews 10:24 

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my motherôs womb.  I praise you because I 

am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.    

Psalm 139: 13-14 

mailto:grunerly@verizon.net
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Young at Heart October Outing 
 

The Young at Heart will be going to the Tobyôs Dinner Theatre in Columbia, 

MD on Wednesday, October 12 to have brunch and see the play Chicago. 

Brunch will be served from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon and the show will take 

place from 12:00 to 2:30 p.m.  The play Chicago has everything that makes a 

broadway musical great - a universal tale of fame, fortune and all that jazz;  one 

show-stopping song after another and the most astonishing dancing youôve ever 

seen.  You will definitely enjoy this show! 

We will be carpooling from the DUMC parking lot at 9:45 a.m.  We plan to return about 3:30 p.m.  Directions 

to Tobyôs will be provided to drivers.  The cost is $49 per person.  Those carpooling will be asked to pay their 

drivers $5 to offset fuel costs. 

Joyce Patrick would like to know ASAP how many persons can come, but the deadline for letting her know is 

October 1, 2011, as long as space remains available.  Please fill out the form below and return it with your 

check to Joyce Patrick, 9500 Pleasant Plains Court, Damascus, MD  20872-1932.  If you have any further 

questions, please contact Joyce at 301-253-2559 or Bob Newlin at 301-717-3465. 

 
##########################  

 

Young at Heart  -  Tobyôs Dinner Theatre 

Wednesday, October 12, 2011 
Meet at DUMC at 9:45 a.m. for carpooling 

 
Name(s): _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: _________________________________    I will need a ride: _________________________ 

 

I will be able to take others in my car _________________  How many: _____________________________ 

 

Check attached/enclosed made out to Joyce Patrick in the amount of ______________ . 

The date for the DUMC Men's group fishing trip has been set for Satur-

day, October 22.  The boat will leave the pier at 6:00 a.m. sharp and return 

at 2:00 p.m.  The address is 4165 Mears Avenue, Chesapeake Beach, MD 

20732.  The boat's name is the "Miss Demeanor".  The web site for direc-

tions is www.chesapeakebeachresortspa.com. 

The cost is $140.00 and payment is due to our office by COB on Septem-

ber 12 ,by check or cash, checks payable to Connie Ross.  The cost includes the boat tackle 

and Mates tip. Everyone is responsible for bringing their own food and drinks. We have only 

six seats available.  Please call 301-869-6446 or email Connie@ tedrossconsulting.com to re-

serve a seat. 



Damascus United Methodist  

Women News 

Upcoming Circle Meetings 

The Susanna Wesley Circle will meet  

Monday, September 12, 2011 @ 10:00 a.m. 

in the DUMC Dining Hall. 

The Esther JOY Circle will meet  

Wednesday, September 14, 2011 @ 7:30 p.m. 

in the Library. 

The WWJD Circle will meet 

Thursday, September 15, 2011 @ 7:30 p.m.  

at the home of Julie Sain 

27713 Barnes Road, Damascus. 

 

Other Important Upcoming Dates: 

Thursday, September 8: Executive Board Meeting 

@ 1:00 p.m. in the Library.   All officers should at-

tend if possible 

Thursday, September 22:  UMW General Meeting 

@ 7:30 p.m. in the Great Hall (back half of Hall).  

Esther JOY Circle will host.  All ladies of the church 

are welcome. 

Saturday, Nov. 5:  Annual Turkey Oyster Dinner at 

12 noon until sold out, and Bazaar, 11 a.m.  - 5 p.m.  

Volunteers are needed on all fronts for both the Ba-

zaar & Dinner.  See articles on pages #28 & 29 for 

more information. 

Thursday, Nov. 10:  Executive Board Meeting @ 

1:00 p.m. in the church Library.   All officers should 

attend. 

Saturday, Dec. 3:  DUM Womenôs Christmas 

Brunch at 9:30 a.m. in the Dining Hall.  Will also 

hold General Meeting as well and review 2012 

Budget and Nominations.   

 Set Up:  Susanna Wesley Circle 

 Program:  WWJD Circle 

 Clean-Up:  Esther JOY Circle 

Tuesday, Dec. 13:  Lionôs Club Christmas Dinner.  

DUMC Dining Hall at 6:45 p.m.   

 

District Events for Fall, 2011: 

Saturday, October 15:  District Annual Meeting 

@ 1:00 p.m. at Wesley Freedom UMC, Elders-

burg, MD.   Remember to collect coins for Haiti 

and bring to meeting with you.  Lunch offered, 

please call to make a reservation at 410-795-2777. 

 

Saturday, October 22:  Conference Annual Meet-

ing from 9 a.m. to 12 noon at First UMC of Hy-

attsville, 6201 Belcrest Road, Hyattsville, MD.  

Lunch   available.  Conference Officer Training 

afterward from 1:00  -  3:00 p.m. 

October 8  -  10:  B/W Conference Change the 

World Weekend.   Visit the B/W website at  

www.bwcumc.org/events/changetheworld for 

more information.   Also see page #3 of this Bea-

con to see what we are doing here at DUMC. 

November 20 ï 22:  Blanche Powell UN Seminar, 

New York City.   For information call Ann Price 

301-464-0602 or Rita Green at 301-330-9828.   

Church Ministries (contôd) 

Healing Service  
Our monthly Healing Service will 
be held  Sunday, September 18, at 
7:00 p.m. in the DUMC Parlor. 

All who have healing needs and prayer 
requests for others are invited to come for this time of 
Eucharist (Holy Communion), laying on of hands, and 
anointing with oil (James 5:14-15).   

For questions regarding this service, please contact 
Pam Richardson Colborn or Linda Motter @ 301-
253-0022, ext. #104. 

Attention:  Church Members 
 

We are presently searching for anybody that may 

have any information regarding babies that are  

buried at the DUMC Cemetary, right inside the 

gate at the Boyer Chapel, possibly buried on the 

left side.   There is already one marker located 

there, but it is believed that there were other tem-

porary markets that have decingrated from the ele-

ments over the years.  If you have any information 

regarding these gravesites please contact Gary 

Richards at 301-253-2287.  We are looking for 

family names, or the name of the baby.   We be-

lieve there is a possibility of up to five babies that 

have been buried there over the years. 
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                             Young at Heartôs September Outing 
 

The Young at Heart will be going to Annapolis, MD on Thursday, September 

15, 2011 to visit the U. S. Naval Academy and for an Annapolis Harbor boat 

ride.  This outing is open to all adults in our church, their friends, and others in 

the community. 

We will be carpooling from DUMC at 8:30 a.m.  We plan to return around 3:30 

p.m.  Maps will be provided for the drivers.  The cost is $35.00 per person.  

Those carpooling will be asked to pay their drivers $5.00 to offset parking and fuel costs.   

We will have a guided tour of the U. S. Naval Academy which will last approximately 1.5 hours and require 

about 1.5 miles of walking.  The tour will include Lejeune Hall, Bancroft Hall, Tecumseh Court, Herndon 

Monument, the chapel (if available), and the crypt of John Paul Jones.  Comfortable walking shoes are advised.  

PLEASE NOTE ANYONE OVER THE AGE OF 16 MUST SHOW PHOTO ID WHEN ENTERING 

THE U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY!  

After the tour, we will have lunch at the Drydock Restaurant on the U. S. Naval Academy grounds.  The price 

of your lunch has already been included.  We will need to pre-order our lunch, so please make your selection 

from the options below. 

After lunch, we will be walking about 4 blocks to the Annapolis City Dock where we will board the Harbor 

Queen for a narrated cruise of historic Annapolis Harbor and the banks of the U. S. Naval Academy.  The Har-

bor Queen is a 65-foot river boat that holds 225 passengers.  The main deck is enclosed and the upper deck is 

open.  The cruise will last about 40 minutes.  Drinks and snacks may be purchased. 

Our DEADLINE for letting them know how many will be in our party and for plac-

ing our lunch orders is Wednesday, September 7, 2011.  Please fill out the form 

below, make your selections for lunch, and return it along with your check to Wanda 

Miante, 21300 Appenine Court, Germantown, MD 20876.  If you have any ques-

tions, please contact Wanda Miante at 301-972-1876 or Bob Newlin at 301-717-

3465.    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Young at Heart ï Annapolis Naval Academy & Boat Ride 

Thursday, September 15, 2011             Meet at DUMC at 8:30 a.m. for carpooling 
 

Name/s_________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number___________________     I will need a ride______________________________ 

I will be able to take others in my car_______________________ How many?______________ 

Check made out to Wanda Miante in the amount of $____________ 

Drydock Restaurant Options (select one): 

Ǐ     Fresh tuna salad sandwich, potato chips, dessert, soda  

Ǐ    Sliced turkey deli sandwich, potato chips, dessert, soda  

Ǐ    Sliced ham deli sandwich, potato chips, dessert, soda  

Ǐ    Veggie sandwich, potato chips, dessert, soda  

Ǐ    Two slices of cheese pizza, dessert, soda  

Church Ministries (contôd) 
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JOIN A NEW SMALL GROUP THIS FALL!  
 

It is through small groups in a big church that we find                

our place of belonging and connectedness.  

LOOK AT WHAT IS UP AND COMING!  
 

Spiritual Growth through Bible Study/Christian Book Study 

THE CHRISTIAN JOURNEY SMALL GROUP : This group is looking for some new members to join in 

their Monday night meetings from 7:30 ï 9:00 p.m. This fall they are studying James using the book, Turning 

Towards Integrity  by David Jeremiah. A potluck kick-off at the home of Dan & Wanda Miante is taking place 

on September 12 at 7:00 p.m. The first class will be held on September 19.  For more information, contact 

Wanda Miante at 301-972-1876. 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS : Pastor Linda Motter is forming a short-term Spiritual Gifts class. Through this personal 

exploration, you can discern how to best serve and live by using your God-given gifts and talents in a way that is 

life-giving. For more information, contact Linda (linda.motter@verizon.net, 301-253-0022, ext. 104). 

 

Spiritual Growth through Health, Wellness, & Fellowship 

First Place 4 Health: A weight-loss group through Christian support and study for men and women. See the ar-

ticle on page #27 of this Beacon for more details. Contact Kathy Geehreng at 301-253-6437 or email her at ke-

geehreng@verizon.net. 

Calling All Walkers!  A group for those who love to put on their sneakers and walk in fellowship with others. 

See the article on page #7 of this Beacon for details. Contact Lynn Gruner at 301-253-5017/ 

grunerly@verizon.net. 

Time-Out for Moms & Dads: For those in the depths of hands-on parenting, come join us for a breather, a cup 

of coffee and some fellowship and support, as we share the challenges and joys of raising a family. We will meet 

weekly at DUMC starting on Wednesday, Sept. 28 from 10:00 ï 11:30 a.m. Childcare will be offered.  For more 

information, contact Pam Richardson Colborn (301-524-5223/ pjcolborn@comcast.net). 

Learning Lunches: In the near future, we will be offering to our community of retirees, the opportunity to meet 

for lunch, have fellowship, and to learn something new. Topics will be wide and varied as we seek to pull the 

stories, experiences, skills, and wisdom from our own people at DUMC and from others in our community. For 

more information, contact Helen Deering (301-253-6943 / hmdeering@aol.com). 

Singles Fellowship: Brand new group starting with a kick-off on Oct. 2nd. See article on page #12 of this Bea-

con. For more info, contact Myra Bacon at singlesfellowshipministry@verizon.net or call 301-717-1936. 
 

Spiritual Growth through Service 

EARTH ANGELS : If your gift is in caregiving, join this Band of Earth Angels to help those in our congrega-

tion through challenging times. We provide transportation, meals, baked goods, run errands, help with chores or 

yard work, shop, and make caring visits. You choose to do what works for you and what you like to do for those 

with short-term needs. Contact Pam Richardson Colborn for more information. (pjcolborn@comcast.net / 301-

524-5223) 

mailto:linda.motter@verizon.net
mailto:kegeehreng@verizon.net
mailto:kegeehreng@verizon.net
mailto:grunerly@verizon.net
mailto:pjcolborn@comcast.net
mailto:hmdeering@aol.com
mailto:singlesfellowshipministry@verizon.net
mailto:pjcolborn@comcast.net


REMINDER:  

HOLY COMMUNION  

WEDNESDAYS AT NOON 

IN THE SANCTUARY  

Church Ministries (contôd) 
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Young at Heart Schedule of remaining Events for 2011 

If you want to have fun and fellowship with like-minded people during 2011, get out your calendars and enter 

the dates below for Young at Heart activities each month during the year.  All adults associated with the 

church and their friends and neighbors are welcome.  You don't have to join.  Just participate in the events that 

appeal to you.  Watch the Beacon for specific details and reservation deadlines each month.  The Steering 

Committee tried to cut back on more expensive events in view of the current economic situation. 
 

September 15  Visit Annapolis, Naval Academy, Boat Ride  Organizer:  Wanda Miante 

October 12  Tobyôs Dinner Theater          Organizers: Earl & Joyce Patrick  

November (TBD) Tucker Museum/National Harbor, Washington, Organizers:  Bob Gladhill/ 

               George Moy 

December 9  Annual Christmas Dinner, DUMC         Organizer:  Bob Newlin 

 

 

Singles Fellowship Kick-Off Dinner 
  

Hope you can make it to our  
Singles Fellowship Kick-Off Dinner ! ! ! ! 

 

 When:  Sunday, October 2, 2011 

 Time:   6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

 Where:  The Bacon's 

                 9610 Low Meadow Drive  

    (across from Log House Road -  

     off Woodfied Road) 

                  Gaithersburg, MD  20882 

If you wish, please bring side dish or dessert to share. 

Children are welcome - we have a trampoline outside 

and ping pong in the basement. 

RSVP - singlesfellowshipministry@verizon.net  or call 

Myra at 301-717-1936 (cell) or 301-482-1316 (home). 

Do you need some temporary help while recover-

ing from surgery or an illness?   

Could you use an extra hand while you navigate 

through a life transition, crisis, or recent loss?  

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT THE  

EARTH ANGELS 
They can:  

¶ Provide transportation to appointments.  

¶ Drop off a baked good.  

¶ Make a meal.  

¶ Do yard work.  

¶ Help with household chores.  

¶ Shop.  

¶ Call to check in on your welfare.  

¶ Make a caring visit.  

Contact Pam Richardson Colborn by e -mail at 

pjcolborn@comcast.net  or call/text her at 301 -

524 - 5223 .        

 

Would you like to join the Earth Angel Band  

by serving your fellow brothers  

and sisters - in -need at DUMC?  

We need you!  

Just give Pam a call to get started!  

mailto:singlesfellowshipministry@verizon.net
mailto:pjcolborn@comcast.net


Missions   

Greetings from Nicaragua! 

While summer is coming to a close in the States, here in Nicaragua we 

are in the middle of the rainy season, also known as Nicaragua´s winter. 

La Danta planted crops in May, and is on track to have a good harvest. 

Thanks to many generous donations from DUMC, they are almost finished putting the roof on their church.  

We had a great visit from the DUMC delegation the first week of August. The delegation stayed in the 

homes of community members in La Danta, beginning their mornings with a Biblical devotion, then working 

together on construction of the church floor and finishing the walls. In the afternoons the delegation led a 

Vacation Bible School, with 60 children the first day participating, and over a hundred the second day! 

Women from the community also made jewelry and painted birdhouses. The group then headed to Granada 

to see the colonial town, and visited Managua´s dumping grounds to work with an after-school program there 

called Los Quinchos.    

At the end of June we also had a group of Christian dancers called Soul2Sole who showed their love of Jesus 

through dance at various NGO´s in Managua, including in the dump and at a program that provides after 

school support for children who used to work at stoplights.  

We are excited to have both DUMC and Soul2Sole back in 2012!  

Thank you for continuing to support our work, 

Amanda, Memo, and Eduardo 

GOT JEWELRY?  WANT JEWELRY?   

OLD   -   BROKEN   -   NEW 

EARRINGS  -  NECKLAC ES  -  BRACELETS  -  CUFF LINKS  -  PINS  -  BELT BUCKLES  

JEWELRY SALE  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8TH  

9:00 A.M. ï 2:00 P.M. 

In the DUMC Dining Hall 
 

Your jewelry donations and purchases will help build and furnish our sister parish in La Dantaôs 

new church and also provide support for ñBetween Cultures,ò our missionaries in Nicaragua.  

Your jewelry donations and purchases will help keep this project going! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                      Old Church destroyed by termites 

 

Please bring your jewelry to Linda in the church office or 
call Kim Ferguson 301 275-8689 or email kmfcolonial@hotmail.com. 

to come to your home to pick it up. 

Gracias Amigos!  To those of you who have donated ! ! T H E  B E A C O N  1 3  
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T H E  B E A C O N  1 4  

MEET MORE of YOUR STEPHEN LEADERS!    Here is the remainder of the leadership team. Do you or 
does someone you know desire the caring and support of a Stephen Minister?  If so, please contact Pam Col-
born at (301) 524-5223 or email her at pjcolborn@comcast.net or stephenministrydumc@yahoo.com.   

Welcome Harry Geehreng!  Harry has decided to begin Stephen Ministry training which will begin in Septem-
ber.  Thank you Harry!  Thank you Kathy Geehreng for supporting Harryôs decision to embark upon this train-
ing and for the sacrifice of some of your time with him!  

 

Reverend Linda Motter  ï Rev. Linda Motter, Associate Pastor of DUMC, was 
commissioned as a Stephen Leader in September 2010. With her husband, Wes, 
in 1987, Linda joined DUMC and has enjoyed raising their three sons (now young 
adults, Nick, Blake, and Tyler) in the vibrant Damascus United Methodist Church 
life.  After a 32 year career as a dental hygienist, Linda graduated from Wesley 
Theological Seminary in May 2011 with a Master of Divinity degree. Linda is 
called to connecting and bridging the gap between peopleôs hurts and needs with 
the healing love of God in Jesus Christ. She feels truly blessed to be serving God 
in such a living way.  Linda loves to laugh, read and take Sabbath naps. 

Hazel Strahorn  - Hazel moved to Montgomery County in 2005. Currently she 
works for Montgomery College as an adjunct professor in the Education Depart-
ment and had a long career as a public school teacher & administrator.  She has 
served at Damascus Church in many capacities. She trained as a Stephen Minister 
in 2008 and now serves with the Continuing Education team. She also is a member 
of the WWJD Circle. She currently serves in the Thrift Shop as a volunteer and 
wants you to volunteer there too.  None of these positions are as important as her 
family, Scott and Cora Horst, Sarah Strahorn and two grandchildren, Cameron and 
Megan. Hazel enjoys cycling and participates in the MS Chesapeake Challenge 
every year.  

 

Bonnie Custer - Bonnie serves as one of the Continuing Education Coordinators 
to provide ongoing training for the Stephen Ministers at DUMC and FUMC. As a 
Continuing Education Coordinator, she works with the Stephen Ministers, the Su-
pervision Coordinator, as well as others on the Leadership Team, to identify spe-
cific training needs and desires, and interests. She researches and arranges for 
guest speakers, panels, and audio-visual presentations to enhance the skills of the 
Stephen Ministers.  Bonnie was in the first Stephen Minister class, commissioned 
In May 2006. She felt called to pursue a deeper understanding of the global and 
ecumenical nature of the SM program by becoming a Stephen Leader. A mom, 
church leader, retired classroom teacher and school system administrative special-
ist, Bonnie brings skills that are natural to the role of Continuing Education Coordi-
nator. 

Reverend Janet Cornelius  - Reverend Janet Cornelius recently retired from ap-
pointed ministry and has become a member of DUMC. She was trained as a 
Stephen Leader in 1988 and functioned as head of the Stephen Ministry at her 
church for several years. She serves along with Pam as a referrals coordinator. 
She has an MA in Pastoral Counseling from Loyola College in Maryland, and is a 
trained and experienced Spiritual Director from Shalem Institute in Bethesda. She 
looks forward to answering the call to the Stephen Ministry at DUMC and FUMC. A 
heart for those who are suffering and/or in crises motivates her to respond to the 
healing ministry of Jesus the Christ. 

 

mailto:pjcolborn@comcast.net


 Damascus UMC Worship Arts programs resume this month. Groups for children, youth, and adults are 

open to members of Damascus UMC and the community. For additional information, contact Polly Edmonds 

Baldridge, Director of Music, at 240-750-8287 (cell/text) or redheaders@verizon.net.  

Children/Youth  

Worship Arts Opportunities  

See chart on pages 32-33 of this Beacon for full list-

ing of children and youth activities with start times. 

The programs for children and youth on Wonderful 

Wednesdays are scheduled and designed to be a full 

curriculum of courses, helping students experience 

God and grow in their faith, including the time of 

fellowship at Wednesday Night Dinners. Please 

prayerfully consider staying for the puppet/theater 

hour, the choir hour, the dinner hour, and the hand-

 

   Puppets, InC  
     Interactive 
A new program is 
taking shape at Da-
mascus UMC for youth 

in 6th to 12th grades. With an emphasis on puppets, 
live action, and comedy, Puppets, InC, Interactive 
will include opportunities for acting, puppeteering, 
writing, directing, producing, costuming, videogra-
phy, sound and light tech, and stage and props 
management. Members will share in worship several 
times during the year and also will make videos to 
be shared on the DUMC website and beyond. Nancy 
Lacy will be leading the group and is excited to en-
courage youth leaders and members to share in the 
creative process. For more information, contact 
Nancy Lacy by text or phone at 240-672-4102. Re-
hearsals are Wednesdays at 4 p.m. and begin Sep-
tember 7 in the Great Hall near the stage. Come 
with open minds and your imagination! 

Adult Worship Arts Opportunities  

Ring of Joy Handbell Choir 

    This ensemble shares regularly in worship at both the  

          8:15 and 11 a.m. services 

    Rehearsals Mondays, 7:30 to 8:45 p.m.,  

          beginning September 12 

    Polly Edmonds Baldridge, director 

Chancel Choir 

    This ensemble leads the 11 a.m. worship service on Sun. 

    Rehearsals Wednesdays, 7:30 to 8:45 p.m.,  

          beginning September 7 

    Polly Edmonds Baldridge, director 

    Stephen Kalnoske, accompanist 

Living Christmas Tree 

    This choir shares two concerts of carols and hymns on  

          Dec. 28 and 29, 2011, at 8 p.m. 

    Rehearsals Wednesdays, 8:15 ï 9:30 p.m.,  

          beginning October 12 

    Polly Edmonds Baldridge and Walter G. Edmonds,  

          directors;  Stephen Kalnoske, accompanist 

Creative Force Players 

    This group will present A Christmas Story on  

          November 11, 12, 13 and 18, 19, 20, 2011 

    Auditions and Rehearsal Schedule TBD 

    Nancy Lacy, director (cell 240-672-4102) 

Works Of Our Hands Exhibit 

    An exhibit of crossstitch, embroidery, and other stitching 

    and handiwork will be on display beginning in late Feb.,  

    2012 in the upstairs hallway of the Christian Fellowship  

    Center.  All are welcome to show their works in this ex- 

    hibit. Watch the Beacon for additional information or con- 

    tact Polly Edmonds Baldridge at redheaders@verizon.net. 

2011-2012 Worship Arts Concerts and Events Calendar 
The schedule of music and worship art events for the year will be available in the back of the sanctuary this month. 

Please take time to look through the exciting events planned and mark your calendars. The 4th Sunday Concert Se-

ries continues this year, beginning Sunday, September 25, with the 2nd Annual Young Artistsô Concert. Other high-

lights of the year will include the Georgetown Quintet wind ensemble, Living Christmas Tree concerts, a produc-

tion of A Christmas Story by the Creative Force Players, childrenôs musicals, evensong programs, bell concert, and 

madrigal dinners, and Mozartôs Requiem. Many events are scheduled a half hour earlier this year at 6:30 p.m. to 

encourage families and youth to attend. Damascus UMC is a stronghold of liturgical arts and worship, and our goal 

is to delight, educate, witness, and provide spiritual enrichment to all.   

Damascus United Methodist Church Worship Arts Ministry  

Keepers of the Song  
Worship Arts Programs Resuming For Fall 2011 

T H E  B E A C O N  1 5  



SOUNDS FOR GLORY: THE DUMC ORGAN RENOVATION CAMPAIGN  
 

We have a few of fun events planned for the fall!  

1)  On September 9 th  through the 11 th  Sounds for Glory will have a booth at the Damascus Community 

Fair. We hope that this will give us some good exposure throughout the community as well as make 

a little money. We still need a few volunteers  to man the booth on Friday from noon to 9 p.m., Sat-

urday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Sunday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Please contact me at 301 -253 -

4913 or jane.clarke@bioreliance.com . Hereôs what we have planned: 

¶ For the kids weôll have Goldfish Pong where you bounce a ping-pong ball into a cup to win a fish. 

Sunday school youths will be on hand to explain the relevance of this to the church.  

¶ Polly Edmonds -Baldridgeôs CD ñAll Good Giftsò will be for sale.  

2) The Sounds for Glory Video (A Mike Springirth Production) will premiere at both services on  

     September 18 th .  Although the campaign has been around for a while, this will be our official kick -off  

     celebration.   

3)  We are planning a church yard sale for Saturday, October 8 th  from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the front yard  

     or in the pavilion depending on the weather. You can contribute items for sale or you can rent a  

     table to sell your own wares. Contact me at 301 -253 -4913 or jane.clarke@bioreliance.com  

The total in the fund is approximately $37,000. Thanks for your support! Pete and I want to thank the 

woman who made a donation because of the ñyoung couple who did the bike ride.ò We got a kick out of 

that!  

Have a great autumn! Please watch the Beacon and the website for further updates.  

The Sounds for Glory Committee:  

Jane Clarke (chair), Jim Kelly (vice chair), Polly Edmonds Baldridge, Joe Briglia, Pete Clarke, Walt Ed-

monds, Bob Gladhill, Dan James, Steve Kalnoske, Brian Sadtler, Julie Sain, Wilbur Hurst, and Liz Van-

derham.  

 
SOUNDS  
FOR  

GLORY  

Worship Arts Ministry  (contôd) 

Interested in Contemporary Worship?  

If you are interested in experiencing contemporary worship at DUMC, please join us. A primarily youth -

led contemporary worship service is currently being developed for the 9:30 ð 10:10 a.m. time frame on Sundays in 

the Youth Chapel beginning September 18.  After the worship,  our youth will experience adult facilitated discus-

sion groups. These groups will be divided according to  grade level.   

Many people (youth and adults)  are helping develop this new endeavor.  A variety of gifted people 

are contributing - musicians (for the band that will play the contemporary songs), worship leaders (singers, peo-

ple to lead prayer), people who will offer the ôtalk,õ hospitality folk (to manage the drinks and light food) and au-

dio techs (for the audiovisuals).  

Our contemporary worship focus will always be to make and strengthen disciples of Jesus Christ. We 

know that God will provide, so please prayerfully consider your participation. If you have any questions, feel free 

to call Pastor Linda at (301) 253 -0022, ext 104 or email at linda.motter@verizon.net    

mailto:jane.clarke@bioreliance.com
mailto:jane.clarke@bioreliance.com
mailto:linda.motter@verizon.net


Babies Newborn ï 18 mo 

Fridays 11:30 a.m. ï 12:15 p.m. 
 

Kindermusik Village is for lap ba-

bies, crawlers, and walkers. It incorporates the most current  

research on early childhood development and provides 

families a special place for learning and connecting with 

other parents and babies through music and movement. 

 

 

The Our Time class is full. 
 

 

Children 3 ï 5 years 

Fridays 9:30 a.m. ï 10:15 a.m. 
 

Kindermusik Imagine That! takes the preschooler on a mu-

sical journey of discovery and explorationéa journey lim-

ited only by the power of imagination. Pretend play activi-

ties are integrated with music, vocal development, storytel-

ling, movement, and literature to capture the preschoolerôs 

potential to learn and to encourage cognitive and literacy 

skills, creativity and individuality.  

Designed for active, energetic, enthusiastic, and imagina-

tive children ages 3 to 5, Imagine That!  classes encourage 

socialization, sharing, and participating in group activities. 

Singing becomes a focus for enhancing the preschooler's 

vocal development as expressive language is just beginning 

to emerge.  The parent and child have fun participating to-

gether in the last 10  minutes of class during Sharing Time. 

 

Village classes are $100 for 7 weeks and include 

CD, board book, poster and instrument 

 

Our Time and Imagine  

Those classes are $240 for 14 weeks 

and include 2 CDôs, 2 books, Family activity book and 

instrument for more information 

 

Contact Jenny Lipetzky 240-394-0517 

or register online at 

http://kindermusikwithjenny.yourvirtuoso.com  

Experience the joy of music  

And  give your child the skills they need for life 
 

Register for Fall now!! 

Church & Society  

Baltimore-Washington Conference  

Supports Science and Religion  

in the UMC 
 

WesleyNexus, Inc. was founded two years ago by 

five members of the Baltimore-Washington Annual 

Conference.  It emerged from dialogue among a 

core group of dedicated clergy, academics, and lay 

persons in greater Washington, D.C.  This group 

seeks to support others who share the conviction 

that science, religion, and theology should not be 

mutually exclusive.  Instead, each field should in-

form the other on a whole array of contemporary 

issues.  Rick Barr, a member of our church, is one of 

the founding members. 

In May, the Baltimore-Washington Annual Confer-

ence passed a resolution affirming the importance of 

science and faith coming together in dialogue within 

the church.  It also encouraged people to utilize the 

resources available on the www.wesnex.org website 

for discussion purposes.  This affirmation represents 

the first statement of support by the Baltimore-

Washington Annual Conference for science and re-

ligion.  WesleyNexus is a 501-C3 non-profit organi-

zation.  For more information on WesleyNexus, see 

their website at www.wesnex.org, send an email to 

WesleyNexus@aol.com or talk to Rick Barr in per-

son. 

 

Going to buy something  
on Amazon.com? 

 

Donõt forget to go through the  
DUMC link to get there  -   

the Church gets a contribution for  
all purchases made through this link  

with no additional cost to you.   

Go to www.damascusumc.org and 
look for the link on the home page.  

T H E  B E A C O N  1 7  
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Pleasant Plains Preschool  

Another fabulous year 
at Pleasant Plains Pre-
school is right around 
the corner.  Over the 
summer the staff at 
PPP recharges their 
batteries, keeps up 
with new ideas through coursework, and thinks 
about how we can provide the best experience 
for our young students.  One of our goals for 
the upcoming school year, is to strengthen the 
bond between DUMC and the preschool.  We 
would LOVE a visit from our members with a 
special talent or interest.  Whether you come in 
to share your career or hobby or to read a 
story, it will be greatly appreciated by our 
teachers and preschoolers.  If you need a ñpick 
me up,ò you are certain to get one after a short 
visit with us!  We are full of energy.  Please 
contact, Cora Horst, 301-253-9798, if you have 
something to share.    

We still have spaces available for the 2011-
2012 school year.  Please call us ASAP if you 
are interested. 

Thank you for help-

ing Faith Connection 

successfully provide 

school supplies to 

341 needy students! 

We could not have 

done it without the 

help from Damascus 

United Methodist Church!   The supplies and back-

packs were delivered this week to the schools.  Our 

sincere thanks and appreciation, 

Mary Pacey for Faith Connections 

Thank Youôs 

Dear DUMC faith community, 

Thank you so much for your prayers, cards, and 

words of encouragement as our family adjusts to life 

without our dear grandma.  I am so thankful 

Grandma has made her journey to God; but from a 

selfish perspective, I will dearly miss the woman 

who taught me who God is and prayed for me every 

day of my life.  Your continued kindness since July 

1 has been a great comfort to me and my family as 

we have navigated a wide range of emotions.  Thank 

you for being such a caring church. 

With gratitude, Karalee  

and the entire Turner-Little family 

2011 Summer Youth Mission Tour Welcome Home Concert CD's  

Doug Benson of Catoctin Mountain Recording taped our Peace in Our Time Welcome Home Concert on June 

30, 2011, featuring the Charles Wesley Singers and members of The Academy of St. Cecilia Youth Orchestra.  

We are taking orders for the 2-CD set for $20.00 each.  If you missed the concert or attended and can't wait to 

hear it again - here is your opportunity!   Please fill out the form below and return it to the office along with 

your payment for the total due.  

###################  

2011 Summer Youth Mission Tour -   Concert Date:  June 30, 2011  

Name: ____________________________________Phone:______________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________ 

 Number of two-CD sets  ______     x $20      =       ______ 

 Optional shipping ($4/set)  ______     x $  4      =       ______ 

   

                                  Total Due:         ______  
    

Checks should be made payable to ñDUMC.ò 
 



Caring Ministries   

 
 

PEER-SUPPORT BEREAVEMENT GROUPS 
All groups are free of charge  and led by trained volunteers.  

Pre-registration is required. Please call (301) 990-0854. 
www.hospicecaring.org  

 

 
 

Coping with a Suicide Loss  
Meets the 2nd and 4th Monday evening of each month. 

 

Adult -Child Loss  
For parents grieving the death of a grown child. Meets weekly on Tuesday afternoons. 

 

Senior Spousal and Partner Loss  
Meets weekly on Wednesday afternoons. 

 

ñHealing Heartsò ï Young Spousal and Partner Loss  
Meets weekly on Wednesday evenings. 

 

ñPhase 2ò ï Spousal and Partner Loss ï Beyond the First Year  
Meets weekly on Wednesday evenings. 

 

 
 

Parent Loss for Adults  
Will meet weekly for 8 weeks.   

 

Spousal and Partner Loss ï 50s and 60s  
Will meet weekly for 12 weeks.  

 

Sibling and Friend Loss  
Will meet weekly for 4 weeks 

 

518 S. Frederick Avenue  *  Gaithersburg, MD  20877 -2325 
Tel  301-869-4673  *  Fax  301-990-7927 

www.hospicecaring.org  
 

 
Ongoing Groups ï Open to New Members  

 

 
Short -Term Groups Forming for Fall 2011 ï Call to Register  
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Caring Ministries  (contôd) 

 

 
 

 

Do You Want to Make a Difference? 
 

Since 1989, Hospice Caring, Inc. has been providing practical and emotional sup-

port to adults and children facing life-limiting illness and grief at no charge. Hos-

pice Caring, Inc. has opportunities for those who would like to facilitate adult or 

childrenôs grief groups, or become a caregiver and share in someoneôs end-of-life 

journey.  Our volunteers are committed to providing care that promotes quality of 

life.  They help their patients to live each day more fully by providing: 

 

Companionship in their time of greatest need 

Home assistance and transportation 

Support and advocacy 

 

******************************************************  

 

Join our 

Volunteer Training on  
    
 

Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday, 

September 13, 14, 15, 2011 

8:30am to 4:30pm 
 

 

518 S. Frederick Avenue  *  Gaithersburg, MD 20877-2325 

Tel  301-869-4673  *  Fax  301-990-4909 

www.hospicecaring.org 

http://www.hospicecaring.org/


DUMC e-mail Addresses 

Main church e-mail: Damascus.UMC@verizon.net 

Linda Motter  linda.motter@verizon.net 

Pam Colborn  pam.colborn@verizon.net 

Jane Webb  great.jane@verizon.net  

Linda Stastny  Damascus.UMC@verizon.net 

Lisa Marshall  dougandlisamarshall@yahoo.com 

Debbie Benson  dumc_finance@verizon.net   

 

PLEASE NOTE:     

Articles for the Beacon (the newsletter) should be e-

mailed directly to Jane. 

Notes/info for the Bulletin  (the worship service) should 

be e-mailed to Linda S. at the main church e-mail ad-

dress. 

Meetings for September 2010 
 

Sept.   8 UMW Executive Board 

 1:00 p.m. in the Library 

Sept.   8 SPPR Committee 

 7:30 p.m. in the Annex/CR 

Sept.   8     Earth Stewards Committee 

 7:30 p.m. in the Parlor 

Sept.  10 Bldg. Committee Meeting  

 8:00 a.m. in the Dining Hall 

Sept.  10 Sunday School Teacherôs Meeting 

 9:00 am in the Great Hall 

Sept.  12 Lay Leadership Committee 

 8:30 p.m. in the Annex/CR 

Sept.  13   Evangelism Meeting 

 7:00 p.m. in the Annex/CR 

Sept.  14 Office Staff Meeting 

 8:30 a.m. in the Conference Room 

Sept.  14 UMYFO Meeting 

 6:30 p.m. in the Sacristy 

Sept.  17 Finance Committee 

 9:00 a.m. in the Annex/CR 

Sept.  19 Harwood House Committee 

 1:30 p.m. at the Thrift Shop 

Sept.  19 Lay Leadership Committee 

 8:30 p.m. in the Annex/CR 

Sept.  22 Administrative Board Meeting 

 8:00 p.m. in the Dining Hall/ Kit. Side 

Sept.  22 UMW General Meeting 

 7:30 p.m. in the Great Hall/back 

Sept.  26 Lay Leadership Committee 

 8:30 p.m. in the Annex/CR 

Sept.  27 Missions Committee 

 7:00 p.m. in the Annex/down 

Sept.  27 Computer Committee Meeting 

 7:00 p.m. in the Annex/CR 

NOTE:  There will be no COM Meeting in the 

              month of September. 

Office Info  
Committee Meetings  

Office Hours 
The office is open Monday - 

Thursday, 9:00 am - 5:00 p.m.  

On Friday, we open at 9:00 

a.m., usually close for lunch 

(approx. 12 - 1 p.m.) and then 

close for the day at 4:00 p.m.  

Additionally, Jane is off on 

Mondays, and Linda S. is off on 

Tuesdays.  Please keep this in 

mind when waiting for a re-

sponse to e-mail or phone mes-

sages.  Thank you !!!!!!   T H E  B E A C O N  2 1  

      

    The Office will be  
       closed on 
  Monday, September 5 

in observance  
of Labor Day. 

 

We will re-open  
Tuesday, September 6 

at 9:00 am. 



 

Duty Officers for September, 2011   
 

September 1 - 15:  Grace Snapp @ 301-253-3620 

September 16  -  30:  Pennie & Ron Adams @ 301-831-7517 

Preaching Schedule  
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Upcoming Preaching Schedule  

  September 4:     Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

           Pastor Walt Edmonds @ Damascus 

           Pastor Pauline Wilkins @ Friendship 

  September 11: Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

           Pastor Walt Edmonds@ Damascus 

           Pastor Raphael Koikoi @ Friendship 

  September 18:   Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

           Pastor Linda Motter @ Damascus 

           Pastor Raphael Koikoi @ Friendship 

  September 25:      Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

           Crystal Rice @ Damascus 

           Pastor Raphael Koikoi @ Friendship 

Looking For  . . . .  
 

Any special memories or stories you  

may have about the organ,  

and would like to share, 

please send to, or contact,  

Mike Springirth at  

springirth8@netscape.net or 301-512-0672. 

Prayer Requests 

The Intercessory Prayer Group invites you to write any prayer requests 
on the prayer cards located in the pews.   

Prayer cards should then be placed in the prayer box in the Narthex.   
All requests will be kept confidential.  

Prayer requests may also be made on-line at www.damascusumc.org. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Upper Room  
Please feel free to take a copy of the Upper Room 

which is kept in the  
pew hymnal racks in our Sanctuary.   

Better yet, take a couple of copies and  

share with friends and neighbors.   

This publication is a wonderful  

way to encourage daily scripture reading!  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



Christian Education  

Children, youth, and adults of all ages:  

   Find out about our exciting, new,  

Fall 2011 Sunday School activities!  

Help kids 

in Africa*  

Sunday, September 11th  

9:30 to 10:30 am  

Damascus United Methodist Church 

9700 New Church Street  

Damascus, MD 20872 

301 253 -0022  

Damascus.umc@verizon.net 

For each completed  

Sunday School  

registration form, a  

donation will be made 

for famine relief  

in Africa!  

Fabulous 

Music! 

Moon Bounce, 

Games, Free 

toys! 

T H E  B E A C O N  2 3  



Christian Education  

Adult Sunday School Classes  

  
   
  

 

 

 

Depro Bible Class   (1/4 of Dining Hall)   
International Bible Study for adults of all ages.  

Contact:  Don Cosman @ 240-281-7357. 

  Steve Leslieôs Class   (Annex Basement)  
Spiritual book study for every adult age. 
 Contact:  Steve Leslie @301-253-2580. 

Short -Term Studies   (Sacristy)  

4-8 week selected biblical/spiritual studies  
led by rotating leadership. 

Contact Linda Motter @ 301-253-0022, Ext. #104.  

Love Feast Class  
(1/2 of Great Hall - Stage side)  

Bible and/or book study geared toward adults,  
all are welcome.     

Contact:  Brad & Karalee Turner-Little @ 
301-253-1928. 

OMG Class  (1/4 of Dining Hall)  

Middle Stage Families meet to discuss a variety of topics, 
centered on our families and our faith. We will all be 

teachers and all be students focusing on the themes of 
individual and community prayer; and the balancing act 

of Children, Spouse, Parents, Work and Self. 
Contact:  Jackie Perry  (410-489-2557) and  

Beth Taylor (301-515-5858). 

Disciple Ship Voyage Class (Library)   

(See adjoining article )                                 
Contact:  Don Hecht @  301-916-2515. 

Discovery Class (Music/Choir Room)     
Studies contemporary issues of interest to  

those in early adulthood. 
Contact:  Polly Edmonds Baldridge @ 

301-482-1169. 

New Members Class  (Parlor)  

Offered in fall, winter and spring   
Contact:  Linda Motter @ 301-253-0022, ext. 104.                                      

All You Need is Love  
 

Jesus says, ñLove one another.  As I have loved 

you, so you must love one another.  By this all 

men will know that you are my disciples, if you 

love one another.ò  (John 13:34-35)  

In I Corinthians 13, Paul tells us all about love. 

It is patient, kind, does not envyéand that love 

is the greatest of faith, hope, and love.  

Even the Beatles tell us, ñAll we need is love!ò 

So, if your husband needs encouraging words, 

and you think cooking a nice dinner will cheer 

him up, but heôs still down after dinner, and 

youôre completely puzzled as to his response, 

you may be speaking different love languages .  

Or, maybe your wife is craving time with you ð

away from the kids, the TV set, the iphone, and 

your solution is to give her beautiful flowers to 

show how much you careébut, the flowers did-

nôt quite cut it. 

So what do you do if your significant other 

doesnôt speak the same love language? 

Join the Discipleship Voyage (DSV) Adult Sun-

day School class as we read, discuss, and sort 

out Gary Chapmanôs, The Five Love Lan-

guages .  Yes, it is subtitled, ñHow to Express 

Heartfelt Commitment to Your Mate.ò  But, Iôve 

found what Gary is really saying is more univer-

sal than for marriage alone.  He addresses how 

we give and receive love to those who are sig-

nificant in our lives ðspouses, children, other 

family members, bosses, friendsé..dare I say 

strangers?  

The DSV class meets in the Library (lower level) 

every week from 9:30am -10:30am.  We have 

read and discussed books like Matthew Sleethôs 

Serve God, Save the Planet, Joel Osteenôs Be-

come a Better You, So You Donôt Want to Go to 

Church Anymore, an Unexpected Journey, by 

Wayne Jacobsen , The Power of a Whisper , by 

Bill Hybels, and A Tale of Three Kings , by Gene 

Edwards.    

Join us on, September 18 to celebrate the be-

ginning of ñback to Sunday School classò.  Weôll 

break bread and breakfast treats, sip coffee, 

renew friendships and meet some new class-

mates.  You can also visit our table at the Pavil-

ion during the September 11 Sunday School 

kickoff to take a closer peek at the book weôll be 

reading.  

We look forward to seeing you at kickoff, our 

first class, or drop in one Sunday morning and 

see how the DSV class can impact your life.   

The Disciple Ship Voyage Class  
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Finance  

Have you considered  

e-Giving? 

Through the e-Giving program you can elect to submit 

your offering to the church electronically.  We have two 

options: bi-weekly or monthly.  The funds will be de-

ducted from your checking or savings account automati-

cally, versus having to remember to bring your check-

book and envelope with you to church.  You may get an 

authorization form from the church office, or on the 

website under òResources, Administrative, Forms & 

Downloads.ó 

If you have any questions about this program, please 

contact Debbie Benson at 301-253-0022, ext. 106 or 

dumc_finance@verizon.net. 

Imagine youôre in Hawaii 

   Eat Pineapple ! ! ! 
 

For a history project I am 

doing on canning factories 

in Maryland, I am in need 

of a large amount of empty 

cans.  The particular size 

cans I am looking for are: 

Preferred Cans: 

Bushôs Grillin Beans  1 lb. 5 oz. or 1 lb. 6 oz. 

Pineapple (crushed, rings or chunks)  1 lb. 4 oz. 

Pie Fillings 1 lb. 5 oz.  or 1 lb. 6 oz. 

Cans should be rinsed and labels removed.  With 

each can that is given a $1 donation will be made 

to the Organ Restoration Fund.  Please bring your 

cans to the church office (you can leave them on 

the porch anytime) or deliver them to me at the 

Wonderful Wednesday night dinners.  If you have 

any questions, you can call me at 301-253-2287.  

Thanks so much!                         -  Gary Richard 

Accepting  

Debit & Credit Card  

Donations 

The membership and friends of 

DUMC have given generously over 

the years and deserve flexible and 

convenient options to make such gifts.  For that reason, 

the Finance Committee  works diligently to identify and 

implement new and innovative options.  DUMC contin-

ues to accept debit and credit card donations.  One reason 

we accept donations through credit and debit cards is that 

it allows some cardholders to earn points.  However, due 

to transaction fees that DUMC must remit to the vendor, 

we request that this option only be used for weekly dona-

tions of $10 or more.  DUMC will also accept one-time 

donations through debit and credit cards, but we request 

that this option only be used for gifts of $100 or more.  

You may get an authorization form from the church of-

fice, or on the website under ñResources, Administra-

tive, Forms & Downloadsò and fax it to the Finance 

Committee if you want to tithe or make a donation using 

your debit or credit card.    Please contact Debbie Benson 

at 301-253-0022, #106 if you have any questions about 

this giving opportunity. 

Announcements  

Doughnuts For Missions! 

Service Is the Water will be selling 
fresh and delicious Krispy Kreme 
doughnuts on the first Sunday of 
each month to raise money to sup-
port the great work being done in Nicaragua by 
Between Cultures. The doughnuts will be 
sold in the Narthex before and after each wor-
ship service at $6 per dozen glazed and $7 per 
dozen chocolate covered - and that­s a dollar 
cheaper than they cost in stores! Please con-
sider buying a dozen or two in support of mis-
sions.  

NOTE:  This month we will be selling donuts 
on Sunday, September 11 INSTEAD of the 
first Sunday of the month, so that they are 
available during the Sunday School Kickoff. 

Money Counters Needed  -   Please Volunteer  

Can you spare a few hours six Sunday afternoons or Monday mornings a year (one day every other 
month)?  Volunteers are needed to count the Sunday offering.  No experience necessary.  For more 
information, contact Anita Duvall at (240) 485 -7650 or email anita.duvall@fda.hhs.gov. 
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WANTED:  Public Relations Coordination Committee 

           for the Academy of Saint Cecilia 

The objective of this team is to improve public awareness of ASCYO for both the 

membership application/audition process and public performances.  Dependable help is 

needed with the following: 

1) Writing and submitting public notices in newspapers and newsletters regarding ASCYO audition and per-

formance dates approximately two weeks prior to important dates.  Targeted newspapers include The Ga-

zette, The Frederick News Post, The Washington Post and any other publications with a presence in the 

vicinity of ASCYO activities. 

2) Distributing information regarding concerts and posting flyers in churches, libraries and businesses in the 

communities surrounding ASCYOôs concerts (Damascus, Silver Spring, Frederick and Rockville).  Other 

communities may become important as scheduled performances dictate. 

3) Contacting newspapers and arranging for reported access to ASCYO for local interest stories at the begin-

ning of each orchestra season and prior to performances. 

If you would like more information or to join/work on the Committee please contact Lerna May-Frandsen, 

Executive Director, at 301-821-1162. 

New Member Classes  

Many people have expressed a desire to become 

a member of Damascus United Methodist 

Church. If you are interested in becoming a 

member of DUMC, new member classes will be 

forming in October, 2011. Please feel free to let 

Linda Motter know of your interest in joining 

DUMC (linda.motter@verizon.net)  at (301) 253 -

0022, ext. 104,  and she will be glad to include 

you in the process. These times together will be 

an enjoyable gathering of the community for all 

involved. 

Thanks be to God!  

This September 23rd, thousands of men and women will join together to partici-

pate in the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer 3-day walk.  For 3 days I will walk 

with others, covering 60 miles, in a fight to end this disease.  Net proceeds to the 

event are invested in breast cancer research and community programs.  For the 

fourth year in a row I will be participating in the 3-day along with my team, 

"The Pink Purpose."  All walkers must raise $2,300 to participate and I am hop-

ing my church community might be able to help me reach this goal!  If you feel 

moved to do so, please go to www.the3day.com/goto/MandySellers to donate online. If you'd rather mail in 

your donation, contact me via email at amndaj@yahoo.com or phone at 301-642-2984 and I would be glad to 

send you my donation form.  Thank you so much, from the bottom of my heart, for considering helping me! 

- Mandy Sellers 

Announcements (contôd) 

Help Plan the  

Womenôs Retreaté 

Wednesday, September 7 

@ 2:00 p.m. 
Annex Conference Room 

Planning has begun for the one- 

day Fall Womenôs Retreat. Our next meeting will be 

on Wednesday, September 7 at 2:00 p.m. in the 

Church Office/Conference Room. This year the Re-

treat will take place on October 29 at 9:00 am in the 

Great Hall in the main church building and approxi-

mately end at 3:00 p.m. All women of the parish 

who are interested in helping with the planning of 

this special day are invited to join us at the meeting.  

Contact Jan Mullinix 301-482-1122 or Pastor Linda 

Motter 301-785-0783 with any questions. 

http://www.the3day.com/goto/MandySellers
mailto:amndaj@yahoo.com


Announcements (contôd) 

First Place 4 Health is Moving 
 

First Place 4 Health is moving to Thursdays and returning to Damascus United Methodist Church.  
When we began this program in April of 2011, we did not know how it would be accepted or whether any-

one would be interested.  The response to the first orientation demonstrated that we needed a larger room 

than we had planned.  We were immediately scrambling to find meeting space.  Since that time, we have 

been meeting at Redeemer Lutheran Church.  As we head into fall, we were again faced with a need for a 

meeting space.  Knowing that both DUMC and Redeemer have many events scheduled for Wednesdays, we 

decided to move the meetings to Thursday nights. 

Starting on Thursday, September 8th, we will begin meeting at DUMC.  This will coincide with the begin-

ning of a new 12-week session of FP4H. The new session will be focusing on the latest material from FP4H, 

called Better Together. 

As any person who has tried to lose weight knows, the best way is in a group setting. It is much easier to 

stay focused when you have group support.  But the FP4H program is not just another weight loss group.  

The one thing lacking in any of the ñpopularò weight loss programs is God!  Godôs plan for us is not only 

perfect, but it also goes far beyond what we could possible envision.  Throughout the pages of the Bible, our 

gracious God promises that if we trust Him completely, He will bring balance, healing and wholeness into 

every aspect of our lives. 

If you will commit yourself to this program, give God and First Place 4 Health time to work in you, and 

wholeheartedly begin the process of making daily choices that support life and health, you will experience 

the FP4H miracle.  You will have peace, purpose and a passion for God that you never dreamed possible.  

And, in the process you will achieve your fitness and health goals.  Alone we are nothing, but with God all 

things are possible! 

An Orientation for the fall session will be held at 7 p.m. on Thursday, September 1, 2011 at Redeemer Lu-

theran Church.  The orientation will consist of a short video presentation; preview of materials used and a 

time for questions.  All potential members are encouraged to attend the orientation.   The program is open to 

both men and women.  The Bible studies are awesome! 

Come find out how FP4H can help you lose weight and grow spiritually.  For more information or to sign 

up for the orientation, please contact Kathy Geehreng 301-253-6437 or kegeehreng@verizon.net 

The DUMC Blood Drive is coming  . . . . .  

Thursday, Sept. 15, 2011  

1:00 pm ï 7:00 pm in the Dining Hall 
 

The American Red Cross is in need of Blood!!   

Each unit you donate can save 3 lives!   

Please come & Donate.   

Thank you to all who have participated in the past Blood Drives at DUMC. We have a 

terrific community of donors and volunteers. Our next drive will be this month, so 

please check your calendars and sign up in the narthex after either service. While 

walk-ins are always welcome, those with appointments will have less waiting time. 

Volunteers are needed to help prepare for the blood drive. Please contact Cathy Heinbaugh 301-253-0742 or 

cheinbaugh@comcast.net if you are able to help. Thank you for helping us save lives. 
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The Annual Turkey Oyster Dinner and  
Christmas Bazaar is just around the corner  

Saturday, November 5, 2011  

Many donations will be needed to once again make our annual event a success:  
 
Arts & Crafts:  We need all kind of hand work and gift items that you  
        can make.  The more items donated, the bigger the profits  
                              will be for our Missions.  
 

Bake Table:        We need any and all kinds of baked goods and other  
                             goodies to sell.  Please remember that we get numerous  
                             requests for sugar -free items.  This is always a very  
                             popular table and  does very well.  
 
Christmas Items:  We will sell our annual church ornament, but any  
    other tree items that you might like to make/donate  
    will be gratefully accepted.                       
 

Country Store:       We sell seasonal products; apples, pumpkins,  
                                     etc.  If you like to  can during the growing season,  
                                     please try  to donate a few jars of  jellies, pickles,  
    vegetables, or anything else.  
 
Silent Auction:  We need a variety of different kinds of objects to  
           entice people to bid on them.  Pictures, wooden objects, quilts,  
           afghans, baskets (filled or unfilled), trips, plants, or anything  
                          that you care to donate to be auctioned off for profit.  

There are many ways that you can help us raise money for the mission projects, and 
we need everyone to help for this to be a success.  Many thanks for any support you can 
give.  Contact Pennie Adams at 301 -831-7517 if you have items you would like to do-
nate.  
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Friendship UMC will celebrate its annual Homecoming on Sunday, September 11, 2011.  The morning ser-

vice will begin at 11:00 a.m.  Pastor Raphael Koikoi will be the preacher and the Redeeming Souls will re-

turn to render uplifting music as has been our tradition for many years.  After the morning worship service, a 

delicious down-home style luncheon will be served to all our guests. 

Come and share in this special day of fellowship, rejoicing, remembrance, and renewal.   

It will be a great day in the Lord! 

Announcements (contôd) 



 

Volunteers are needed !! 

Please sign-up to help on November 5, 2011 

Once again we need everyone who can possibly help in some way to make our Annual Turkey Oyster Dinner 

& Christmas Bazaar a success.  Dinner is from Noon ótil we run out of oysters.  Bazaar is from 11:00 am until 

5:00 pm.  We need lots of help in many different areas in order to make a success of our biggest money maker 

for the year.  Our Mission budget depends on the success of this dinner & bazaar.  Please volunteer wherever 

you feel that you can help the most.  We need the whole church to have some part in the day in order to suc-

ceed.  Kitchen help is needed for the whole week prior to Saturday and the event.   

Following is a list of the different chairperson positions that need to be filled.   

  Dinners   Carryouts   Oyster Patters   

  Wait Staff   Bazaar Chairperson  Arts & Crafts     

  Bake Table   Christmas Ornaments   Country Store   

  Dried Flowers  Kidsô Korner   Nuts     

  Silent Auction  Youth Table    

Please prayerfully consider helping out and volunteer, or at least ask and find out what the position entails, if 

you might be interested.  Contact either Pennie Adams (301-831-7517) or Esther Samakouris (301-253-37730.  

Call either one to volunteer.  

Announcements (contôd) 

Wonderful Wednesday Dinners  

will begin again on  

September 7, 2011 

@ 5:45 pm  

in the DUMC Dining Hall  

  
September 7      September 15 

Fried Chicken  Marinara w/meat Italian sauce  

Mac & Cheese  Pasta 

Green Beans   Salad 

Cole Slaw   

  

September 22  September 29 

Roast Beef   Cookout in the Pavilion 

Mashed Potatoes  Bratwurst 

Gravy    Hot Dogs, Hamburgers 

Peas & Carrots  Macaroni Salad, Cole Slaw 

Salad    French Fries 

  

$6 for adults, $3 children 12 & under 

Hope to see you there ! ! 
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_________________________ 
 

Do you Know these  

Membersô Addresses ??? 

Brickmeier, Jodie & James 

Cappeluti, Karen 

Connors, Joy 

Hurley, Arthur & Beverly 

Johnson, Jerry & Shelley 

Sicard, Ed & Cathy 

Summerville, Holly 

As required by the UM Book of Disci-

pline, church members whose addresses 

are unknown by the church office are to 

be published in the church newsletter or 

read to the congregation before the No-

vember 9th Church Conference.  If you 

know the current addresses of these 

DUMC members, please contact 

Sharon Walton, Membership Secretary, 

at the church office at 301-253-0022. 
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