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Devoted Servants, Drawn to Jesus, Dedicated to Making Disciples PR O G R A M  S T A F F :  
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P l e a s a n t  P l a i n s  P r e s c h o o l  
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O f f i c e  M a n a g e r  
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P o l l y  E d m o n d s  B a l d r i d g e  
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B U I L D I N G  ST A F F :  

L i s a  M a r s h a l l  

P r o p e r t y  M a n a g e r  

B u i l d i n g  S e r v i c e s :  

W i s d o m  A d o b l e  ( d a y s )  

K w a d j o  D i c k s o n  ( n i g h t s )  

 

Using Harvest Time Well, A Goal 

I regret not being present today, November 6, 2011, as Da-

mascus Church celebrates All Saints Sunday, remembering all 

those who departed this life this year, as well as those cherished 

and remembered for giving us faith through all the years.  Yester-

day my family joined with all the Giauqueõs at First Presbyterian 

Church in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, as we met for a memorial ser-

vice for Charles Reeder Giauque, my wifeõs father. Perhaps some 

of you did not know that Charles (Chuck to family and friends), 

died at 92 after attempting to help a good friend recover from a 

fall, falling himself in the act of caring and sustaining the greater 

damage.  Peggy and I are trusting that someone will light a can-

dle for òdaddyó on this momentous day in our chancel.  The other 

great pleasure, and yes pleasure is the word for celebrating the 

wonderful life of Peggyõs father, is that I was invited to baptize our 

newest grandchild Michael  James, son of Deb and Matt Ed-
monds, at  Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in West Chester, Penn-

sylvania today. This day is also Peggyõs birthday, so our joy is 

great as we gather as family to acknowledge the power of Jesus 

Christ in both life and death.  The extended family sang John 

Rutterõs For the Beauty of the Earth at dadõs memorial service 

yesterday, and sings this beloved family anthem today at Mi-

chaelõs baptism. Liturgy at its best! 

For us this weekend is a great spiritual occasion, an ending 

and a beginning that are so mysteriously woven together in the 

fabric of lifeõs unfolding.  I believe the Holy Spirit is always offer-

ing us the opportunities to òdo the work of Christó in our lives 
once we center on Godõs presence in the òlittles and the greatsó of 

all of life. The nature happenings in the fall, the turning of the 

leaves to bright and not-so-bright colors, the burst of cold or even 

snow upon the land, the shortening of the days, all seem to give a 

message that life in its primitive essence is not in human control.  

It has been given to us for a season, whatever the length of days, 

and our role in the ògiving,ó is to know and see the Giver and 

celebrate HIS Harvests as they occur.   

 

 

                                        ĔĔĔĔ 
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 Perhaps that is why in the design of the liturgical year All Saints celebrations replaced pagan rites as a 

lifting up of the òharvest of saintsó who like the òcolor of treesó gave testimony to the ultimate triumph of Jesus 

the Christ over the seemingly death of coming winter.  Perhaps that is why the American tradition of Thanks-

giving had to be set in late November, for it truly marked a òsupreme momentó to capture the rudimentary need 

of all people, native Americans to English freedom seekers, the Pilgrims, to be drawn together to give thanks 

around one table.  Perhaps Christ the King Sunday received its name from our Roman Catholic heritage to 

wondrously give summation to the full year of living the Gospel after literally nearly two thousand years of 

shaping the world in time and space,  Whatever the causal roots of these major òmomentsó in our life together 

each November, and their tributaries that come along side like ògoing to pick apples,ó òcarving pumpkins,ó and 

òthe closing rituals of fall sports,ó we are given a season to celebrate the òharvestsó of the earth, its people and 

the faith in its Creator. 

Iõm most thankful that my family and I have this òsevere opportunityó (using language in the style of C. S. 

Lewis), to celebrate profound gratitude this weekend and this month.  I invite this congregation and its friends to 

òliturgizeó Godõs goodness in this season of òharvests.ó  Use November well!           

                                                     - Walter G. Edmonds   

Finance Committee Report 

This is the time of year when it becomes crucial that we join in a strong engagement in 

Stewardship for the ministries of Damascus UMC.  These ministries, both within our church 

life and to the many missions that we engage in outside of our local church community, de-

pend for their vibrancy upon our continued generous giving and, looking to next year, even 

the continuation of the many ministries.   

In early October, a letter was sent to all of our members reminding each of us of our tithes, 

offerings and contributions to Damascus Church so far this year, along with some information on our current 

church budget.  In that letter, the need for a return to the generous giving levels as occurred at the beginning 

of this year was presented.  The hope has been that in October, once pass the busyness of summer, we would 

once again become aware of the needs for our gifts. 

However, if we compare the giving for the first four Sundays of October with the giving during this period of 

the last two previous years, our giving has been down by $14,000.  This is on top of a reduction in total giving 

from January to the end of August of about $20,000 when compared to last year.  The net result of all of this 

is that it is becoming increasingly difficult to cover all of our salary costs as each bi-weekly pay period comes 

about.  On top of this, we have not yet made any contributions this fall from our tithes and offerings to our 

Apportionments to the Baltimore-Washington Conference, which still has about $70,000 to be paid.  

It is important to remember that our unrestricted giving to Damascus Church 

needs to remain primary if we are to meet our financial needs, as expressed in 

our Church Budget.  It is only through this giving that we are able to ókeep the 

church runningô, both in its ministries and its physical structures.  In the past, 

the Damascus UMC community has generously responded in the fall as it be-

came apparent to all that we were in difficult financial needs.  Let us all pray 

that each of us may continue to feel His love that we each may respond appro-

priately, so we may continue to strongly carry on in mission and service to our 

Lord.  

In Matthew 6:19-21, Jesus reminds us, Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 

and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 

your treasure is there your heart will be also. 
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We are pleased to announce that the new DUMC website is up and running.  You can find it at 
www.damascusumc.org.  We hope you will enjoy the colorful presentation and will find it helpful in 
getting up-to-date information about events at our church.  We also hope people in the greater Da-
mascus community will be able to find out more about DUMC and will want to see what our church is 
all about! 
 
We wish to thank our own University of Maryland college freshman, Charlie Hulcher , for spending 
most of his summer designing and building the software for the website.  He did an outstanding job, 
and he continues to support the website while heôs at school.   
 
Thanks also to Kent Engel, who spent many hours transferring web pages from our old website to 
the new website.  Our site has over 110 individual pages that needed to be updated! 
 
A special thanks goes to Sue Constantinides for wonderful photos that appear on the site. 
 
Thank you to Polly Edmonds Baldridge and Cathy Scarbrough for coordinating the new look of the 
website.  Cathy is the point of contact for keeping content on the website up-to-date. She can be 
contacted at tom.scarbrough@verizon.net. 

 

Going to buy something on Amazon.com?  
 

Donõt forget to go through the DUMC link to get there  -   
the DUMC Youth program earns a contribution for all purchases made  

through this link with no additional cost to you.   
Go to www.damascusumc.org  

and look for the link on the home page.  

http://www.damascusumc.org
mailto:tom.scarbrough@verizon.net


Youth Blend Café Now Includes  

Contemporary Worship  
 

  9:30 ï  9:45 a.m.     Praise Band leads praise songs 

  9:45 ï  9:50 a.m.     Prayer including joys and concerns 

  9:50 ï 10:00 a.m.    The ñTalkò led by a high school youth 

10:00 ï 10:10 a.m.    Praise Band leads praise songs 

10:10 ï 10:30 a.m.    Age-level discussion groups 

During the Contemporary Worship, drinks and breakfast 

foods are available for all. The Talk is be led by a rotating 

schedule of high school youth. Each age-level discussion 

group will be facilitated by adults. Thanks be to God for all 

of the people who have answered Godôs call to use their 

gifts and graces in this inviting way. Any questions? Con-

tact Pastor Linda at linda.motter@verizon.net or (301) 253-

0022,  Ext. 104. 

 

NEW Small Group forming for MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS!  
 

Are you wishing you had a small group of friends to meet with on a weekly basis? Would 

it be helpful to have a safe place to share your thoughts and feelings about school, family, 

friends, and God? No one can understand you better than those that are going through the 

same stage as you are. The middle school years can be full of fun, but it is a time of great 

change too. Consider joining this new group that is being formed just for you. For more 

information, contact Ashley Lewis at 301-633-8188 or by email at ash-

lewis74@yahoo.com.   

Youth  

Join Us TONIGHT for the Youth Activity 

Hayride & Bonfire at Butlerõs Orchard 

Sunday, November 6 @ 6:30 pm 

We will have choir rehearsal from 5 ð6 pm, as usual, followed by our Youth Din-
ner, all before we depart for our destination.  We  will travel to  Butlerõs Orchard in 

Germantown to enjoy a 45-minute hayride, then gather around a crackling bon-
fire where you can enjoy smores with your friends.   You will need to bring a blanket or lawn chair to sit 

on and a flashlight.  Remember to dress warm if itõs chilly outside.   So plan to be here to join us on this 

adventure.! ! ! 

Cost for this event will be $5 per person.  We will return to the DUMC parking lot at 9:00 pm. 

PARENTS, PLEASE NOTE:   We will need extra drivers for this event.    
Please show up in the Dining Hall by 6:20 pm is you are able to help out. 

Cathy Dobrzanski will be the group leader for this event. 

Christ the King Sunday  

On November 20, the Youth will be leading 
worship for Christ the King Sunday.   They 
will be involved in every aspect of  worship: 
prayer, communion, singing, scripture read-
ing, and more.  This is a great day for the 
church and for the Youth.  Pastor Walt is 
looking for more participants.*   If you are 
interested in participating on this day of 
worship, contact Linda Stastny at damas-
cus.umc@verizon.net or 301-253-0022, ext. 
#102.   

* We are already looking forward to hearing 
from Sylvia Otieno, Derek Klahre and Laura 
Keegan. 
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Youth  (contôd) 

    DISCIPLE NOW WEEKEND 

  FALL YOUTH RETREAT 

 NOVEMBER 11 -  13 

 REGISTER NOW ! ! ! ! 

 

What is it?   

A unique retreat weekend spent in the Damascus area with 4-12 other students around your age in a 

small group. The weekend is based at a church memberõs home.  Each small group will be led by 1-2 
college students or young adults. In addition to the small group experiences, there also will be opportu-
nities for large group interaction. 
 

Whatõs it about?   

No one is perfect.  How do we correct our mistakes and help òright the wrongsó in our communities? 
 

Who? 

All 6thñ12th graders (bring a friend too) and college students. 
 

When? 
November 11-13, 2011.  Meet at the church at on Friday at 7:00 pm.  The weekend will conclude Sun-
day morning with youth in worship at 8:15 am, breakfast and closing at 9:30 a.m. in the Youth Chapel.    
 

How Much? 
$30 (includes lodging, meals, t-shirt & activities).  If cost is a concern, we can help. 
 

Questions? 
Call Pastor Walt at 301-253-0022 or 301-831-3472, or Crystal Rice at 443-605-4173. 

 
òSounds good, but . . . I can't attend because I already have a commitment that I can't break.ó  Thatõs all 
right.  Remember, every minute of the weekend is crucial to the goal of the retreat, but the beauty of Disciple 
NOW is that you can request a leave of absence for a few hours.  Look for more information and registra-
tion forms on the website.  
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Mark Your Calendars!  
 

UMYFO Meeting  

Wednesday, November 16 @ 6:30 pm 
 

The next meeting for the 2011-2012 

UMYFO youth and adults will take place on 

Wednesday, November 16 in the Sacristy 

@ 6:30 pm.  UMYFO representatives are 

asked to attend.    Join us as we plan and 

organize events for the upcoming year. 

Dinner Volunteers Needed 
 

Since September of last year Pam Nehring has 

been gracious enough to volunteer as our 

Youth Dinner coordinator.  So she has been 

recruiting and setting up people for our Sun-

day evening youth dinners for over a year 

now !! 

If you are able and willing to help provide a 

dinner for the youth please email Pam at Pam-

ela.nehring@gmail.com or give her a call at 

301-253-4129. 



Youth Activities ð November, 2011 
 

Sunday, November 6:     

8:00 am  CWS Call time for Worship 

9:30 am Youth Blend Café (includes Contempo-

rary 

 Worship with Praise Band,  

 food & discussion 
4:00 pm Youth Handbells 

5:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers Rehearsal  

6:00 pm     Pizza Dinner 

6:30 pm     Load up and depart for Butlerôs Orchard 

                  for Hayride and Bonfire 

9:00 pm     Depart Butlerôs for DUMC 

Monday, November 7: 

6:30 pm    Confirmation Classes  

  - 9:00 pm 

Tuesday, November 8: 

6:00 pm St. Cecilia Orchestra Rehearsals 

  -  9:00 pm 

Wednesday, November 9: 

5:00 pm Puppets InC  Interactive Rehearsals 

5:45 pm Wonderful Wednesday Dinners 

6:30 pm    Inspiration Ringers 

Thursday & Friday, November 10 & 11:  

½ day Montgomery County Schools 

Friday, November 11-13: 

 Disciple NOW In-Home Weekend Retreat 

7:00 pm    Gather for Retreat in the Dining Hall 

Saturday, November 12: 

     Trip to Baltimore including Lovely Lane  

     UMC as part of disciple NOW weekend 

Sunday, November 13:      
5:00 pm  Charles Wesley Singers Rehearsal 

        NO YOUTH Dinner or Evening Activity.  

Monday, November 14: 

6:30 pm    Confirmation Classes  

  - 9:00 pm 

Tuesdays, November 15: 

6:00 pm St. Cecilia Orchestra Rehearsals 

  -  9:00 pm 

Youth  (contôd) 

Wednesday, November 16: 

5:00 pm Puppets InC  Interactive Rehearsals 

5:45 pm Wonderful Wednesday Dinners 

6:30 pm    Inspiration Ringers 

 

Sunday, November 20:     Christ the King Sunday 

7:15 am     Youth gather for breakfast before services 

8:15 & 11:00 am   Youth preach and led both morning  

         worship services 

12:30 pm Advent Luncheon 

1:30 ï 3:00 pm  Advent Workshop 

5:00 pm  Charles Wesley Singers Rehearsal 

6:00 pm Youth Dinner  

6:30 pm Youth Activity:   

                        Holiday Basket Program / Casual Talk 

 

Monday, November 21: 

6:30 pm    Confirmation Classes  

  - 9:00 pm 

 

Tuesday, November 22: 

6:00 pm St. Cecilia Orchestra Rehearsals 

  -  9:00 pm 

Wednesday, November 23: 

 ½ day Montgomery County Schools 

5:00 pm Puppets InC  Interactive Rehearsals 

5:45 pm Wednesday Night Activity Dinner 

6:30 pm    Inspiration Ringers 

 

Thursday, November 24:  Thanksgiving Day  

9:10 am CWS and College Students  

  (Collegium Choir) gather for rehearsal 

9:30 am Thanksgiving Worship Service 

  NO Montgomery County Schools 

 

Friday, November 25: 

  NO Montgomery County Schools 

 

Sunday, November 27:  First Sunday of Advent 

5:00 pm  Charles Wesley Singers Rehearsal 

6:00 pm Youth Dinner 

6:30 pm Youth Activity:  Advent Lessons & 

  Carols Service with Chancel Choir and  

  guest choirs form Calvary UMC in  

  Frederick. 
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Youth  (contôd) 
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Looking Ahead . . . . . .  

 

 December 2, 3 , 4 & 9: St. Cecilia Concerts in various locations 

     (See page #16 of this Beacon) 

 

 Friday, December 16: Living Nativity Rehearsal 

     5:00 - 7:00 pm:  Front lawn of church 

 

 Saturday, December 17:   High & Middle School Progressive Dinners 

     4:45 pm:  Gather in the Dining Hall for  

     Carpooling & Directions 

  

 Sunday, December 18:   Living Nativity Performances 

     6:30 pm and 7:30 pm:  Two Performances 

 

 Saturday, December 24:   Christmas Eve Services 

     8:00 pm:  For Charles Wesley Singers and Collegium Choir 

 

Youth activities are open to all youth in surrounding communities, regardless of denomination. 

Information concerning youth activities is  provided through your monthly Beacon,  

Sunday morning announcements,  e-mail and at-home mailings.    

Additionally, you may contact either Pastor Walt or Jane Webb at the  

church office at any time, 301-253-0022, or great.jane@verizon.net. 

 

                                                                                          

       Looking Ahead to the  
   Progressive Dinner ! ! ! ! 

During the Christmas holidays the Youth really look forward to travel-
ing together from house to house to fellowship and EAT ! !  The 
courses enjoyed are appetizers, soup, salad, the main course, and don't 
forget DESSERT ! !  We will meet this year on Saturday, December 

17 at the church at 4:45 pm, organized by middle and high school, and begin our adventure by 5:00 
pm.  For this to be another big success, we need parents to volunteer to open their homes to our 
wonderful youth.  Getting two families together can make the task less daunting (especially for the main 
course).  If you have done this in the past, you know that the little bit of work you put into your course is 
well enjoyed and leaves you with a wonderful feeling as we prepare for the celebration of our Saviorõs 
birth. This is the òChristmas Partyó that our Youth so look forward to each year! If you have never done 
this, please consider, and talk with another parent about working together.  You will soon know more 
about our wonderful Youth ! ! ! 

Courses are appetizer, soup, salad, main dish and dessert for either middle or high school.   If you truly 
cannot host a course, please consider making a dessert and delivering it that evening.  To volunteer for 
this night of fun and fellowship for our youth, please contact Jane Webb at great.jane@verizon.net or 
301-253-0022, ext. #102.  Also, drivers and chaperones are needed.  



Church Ministries  
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12 million people caught in Africa food crisis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Sunday School classes want to raise money to send to Africa to help the 

people with their most important needs of: Water, Food, and Shelter.  We 

would like your help too.  Please help a student raise money for this famine re-

lief mission project.  Encourage our children to experience helping others by do-

ing chores or special tasks in order to earn the money for the project.  Perhaps 

you can have a student rake leaves, learn a Bible verse, or sing a song!   

  
Our mission project will run through December, ending on December 25, 2011.    

Donations can be made by check to DUMC with the annotation of ñSunday 

School Mission Project.ò 
  

Any questions?  Please contact Cathy Scarbrough at (301) 972-6844 or  

Pastor Linda Motter (301) 253-0022.  God bless you and thank you. 



                          Healing Service  

Our monthly Healing Service will be 

held  Sunday, November 20 at 7:00 pm 

in the DUMC Parlor. 

All who have healing needs and prayer 

requests for others are invited to come 

for this time of Eucharist (Holy Com-

munion), laying on of hands, and anointing with oil 

(James 5:14-15).   

For questions regarding this service, please contact 

Pam Richardson Colborn or Linda Motter @ 301-

253-0022, ext. #104. 

Damascus United Methodist  

Women News 

Upcoming Circle Meetings 

The Esther Joy Circle will meet  

Wednesday, November 9, 2011 @ 7:30 pm 

in the DUMC Library. 

The Susanna Wesley Circle will meet  

Monday, November 14, 2011 @ 10:00 am 

in the DUMC Dining Hall. 

The WWJD Circle will meet 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 @ 7:30 pm  

At Harwood House Thrift Shop 

for their Service Project 

(See article on Page 10 of this Beacon)  

 

Other Important Upcoming Dates: 

Thurs., Nov. 10, 2011:  Executive Board Meeting 

at 1:00 pm in the Library. 

Sat., Dec. 3, 2011:  Christmas Party Brunch & 

General Meeting @ 9:30 am in the Dining Hall. All 

women are welcome. 

Tues., Dec. 13, 2011:  Lions Club Christmas Din-

ner at 7:45 pm in the Dining Hall. 

Church Ministries (contôd) 
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REMINDER:  HOLY COMMUNION  

WEDNESDAYS AT NOON 

IN THE SANCTUARY  

Do you need some temporary help while recov-

ering from surgery or illness? Could you use an 
extra hand while you navigate through a life 

transition, crisis, or recent loss?   
If so, contact  

EARTH ANGELS 
They can:  
 Provide transportation to appointments.  
 Drop off a baked good.  
 Make a meal.  
 Do yard work.  
 Help with household chores.  
 Shop.  

 Call to check in on your welfare.  

 Make a caring visit.  

Contact Pam Richardson Colborn by e -mail at 
pjcolborn@comcast.net  or call/text her at 301 -

524 - 5223 .   

In this season of Thanksgiving , we 
thank all of those Winged -Wonders 
who have given of themselves in 

service as Earth Angels:  

  

 Kim Briglia  

 Esther Constantinides  

 Kirstin Dantzler  

 Bob Deimel  

 Peggy Edmonds  

 Jean Ehlman  

 Marcia Hofman  

 Cora Horst  

 Janice Jones  

 Judy Kressig  

 Kate Musallam  

 Cindy Naugle  

 Pam Rust  

 Julie Sain  

 Angie Thompson  

mailto:pjcolborn@comcast.net


Church Ministries (contôd) 

A  Service Circle 
 

 The WWJD Circle is embarking on an interesting course of study for 

the 2011-2012 year.  We want to explore every division of our Church with an 

eye to where we can be of the most service.  Each month, as we study a differ-

ent part of the church.  We will also complete a service project for that division. 

It is Service Learning for Adults! 

 In October we learned about Pleasant Plains Pre-School and its impor-

tance to our DUMC family. For November we will all meet at the Harwood 

House Thrift Shop to pitch in and volunteer.  Each month we will explore a dif-

ferent mission of DUMC.  If you would like to join us for our November pro-

ject just meet us Thursday, November 17 at 7:30 pm at the Thrift Shop.  Or you 

have an idea for a project, please contact, Hazel Strahorn, 301-414-5459 or hazelstrahorn@verizon.net. 
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Young at Heart to Visit 

National Harbor on Banks of the Potomac 

The Young at Heart adult fellowship group will visit the new National Harbor and Gaylord Hotel across the 

Potomac River from Alexandria on Monday, November 21.  It is the home of Prince Georges countyôs newest 

and most upscale dining, retail and office development.  We will carpool from the Church at 1 p.m. and return 

about 8 p.m.  In order to see the spectacular two million Christmas lights in the hotel atrium and outdoor gar-

dens we will be there for a short time after dark and will have dinner at McCormick and Schmicks restaurant.  

Participants will order from the menu.   

Before dinner, attendees will be on their own individually or in small groups to do some sightseeing and shop-

ping and those who wish can take in the Ice Sculpture Festival which opens just a day or two before our visit 

and requires a ticket and reservation.  The cost is $19 per person.  Make reservations for the optional ice show 

by calling 301/965-4000, then press 2.  We will all meet for dinner at 5 p.m.    Check with Bob Newlin, 

301/620-8926, or George Moy, 301/253-3677 for more details.  Also let them know if you plan to attend and if 

you wish be a carpool driver.   The DEADLINE for reservations is November 14. 

Some of the free features include Gingyôs Gingerbread decorating, a 60-foot tall Christmas tree made of syn-

thetic ñcandyò glass suspended in the center of the atrium, a miniature train ride under the glass Christmas tree, 

choreographed ñwaterò dances to the Christmas story music, live music entertainment, and fountain shows 

with  favorite holiday tunes. Join us.  Itôll be a fantastic day! 

Remember to mark your Calendar for the  

Annual Young at Heart Christmas Dinner  
Friday, Dec. 9th at 6:30 pm 

The Young at Heart annual Christmas Dinner and Program will be held Friday, December 9 in the church din-

ing hall at 6:30 p.m.  This event will definitely get you in the Christmas spirit.  Thereôll be caroling, our own 

menôs quartet and of course Walt and Peggy who always treat us to a wonderful array of Christmas songs and 

a story or two that are especially meaningful to them, and to us.  Santa usually puts in an appearance.  And the 

meal is a Christmas delight.   

Young at Heart activities are open to all adults associated with the church and their relatives and friends.  The 

DEADLINE for reservations is Sunday, December 4. The cost is $12 per person to be paid at the door.  Call 

Bob Newlin at (301) 620-8926, cell at (301) 717-3465 or Jacque Janss at (301) 620-7276.  If you are contacted 

by a caller, you can make reservations through her. 



Come join the Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Monday, November 21  
at 6:30 pm in the Church Annex 

Prayer Shawl Ministry is a creative way to com-

bine the love of knitting and/or crocheting with 

ministry to people in need of comfort. The shawls 

we make offer tangible evidence of Godôs love to 

each recipient. This would also be a great oppor-

tunity to learn how to knit or crochet ï the basic 

shawl pattern is very simple to learn. 

If you want to learn more, please call or email 

Cathy Heinbaugh at  301-253-0742/

cheinbaugh@comcast.net. We hope to see you 

there! 
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TIME- OUT for  
MOMS & DADS  

For those in the depths of hands-on parenting, come on over to the down-

stairs of the annex and join us for a breather, a cup of coffee, some fellow-
ship and support, as we share the challenges and joys of raising a Christian 
family.  

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We meet weekly on  

Wednesdays from 10:00 ð 11:30 am. 

Pam Richardson Colborn, DUMCõs Associate of Pastoral Care and Small Groups Coordinator is getting this open group off 

to its start this fall. Be sure to give her a call with your childcare needs prior to the gathering time. Pam can be 

reached at pjcolborn@comcast.net or call/text her at 301-524-5223,    

Childcare is available in the DUMC nursery. This is a time for you to be child-free with other parents. 

 Think of it as great self-care so you can be an even better parent than you already are. 

Please Join Us for Our  

Next Singles Fellowship 

Gathering 

 

Event:   Pasta Dinner and Movie (Grace Card)   

Where:    The Bacon's 

                 9610 Low Meadow Drive, Gaithersburg  

Date:     Sunday, November 6th, 2011 

Time:     6:00 pm 

What to Bring:    If you wish (not required) -  

      side dish or dessert  

RSVP - 301-717-1936 or e-mail at  

singlesfellowshipministry@verizon.net 

  

Church Ministries  (contôd) 
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JOIN A NEW SMALL GROUP  

 THIS FALL!  
 

   It is through small groups in a big church that we find               

our place of belonging and connectedness. Join in community 

with other Christians in order to grow spiritually through 

study, fellowship, health & wellness, and service.                          

 

Spiritual Growth through Bible Study/Christian Book Study  

THE CHRISTIAN JOURNEY SMALL GROUP : This group is looking for some new members to join in 

their Monday night meetings from 7:30 ï 9:00pm. This fall they are studying James using the book, Turning 

Towards Integrity  by David Jeremiah. For more information, contact Wanda Miante at 301-972-1876. 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS : Pastor Linda Motter is forming a short-term Spiritual Gifts class. Through this per-

sonal exploration, you can discern how to best serve and live by using your God-given gifts and talents in a 

way that is life-giving. For more information, contact Linda (linda.motter@verizon.net, 301-253-0022 ext. 

104). 

Spiritual Growth through Health, Wellness, & Fellowship 

FIRST PLACE 4 HEALTH : A weight-loss group through Christian support and study for men and women. 

Contact Kathy Geehreng at 301-253-6437 or email her at kegeehreng@verizon.net. 

CALLING ALL WALKERS!  A group for those who love to put on their sneakers and walk in fellowship 

with others. See the article for details. Contact Lynn Gruner at 301-253-5017/ grunerly@verizon.net. 

TIME -OUT FOR MOMS & DADS:  For those in the depths of hands-on parenting, come join us for a 

breather, a cup of coffee, some fellowship and support, as we share the challenges and joys of raising a fam-

ily. We meet weekly in the downstairs of the DUMC Annex on Wednesdays from 10:00 ï 11:30am. Child-

care is available in the nursery. For more information and to register your need for childcare, contact Pam 

Richardson Colborn (301-524-5223/ pjcolborn@comcast.net). 

LEARNING LUNCHES : In the near future, we will be offering to our community of retirees, the opportu-

nity to meet for lunch, have fellowship, and to learn something new. Topics will be wide and varied as we 

seek to pull the stories, experiences, skills, and wisdom from our own people at DUMC and from others in 

our community. For more information, contact Helen Deering (301-253-6943 / hmdeering@aol.com). 

SINGLES FELLOWSHIP : This group of Christian singles just began meeting in October. Come and join! 

See article in Beacon. For more info, contact Myra Bacon at singlesfellowshipministry@verizon.net or call 

301-717-1936. 

Spiritual Growth through Service 

EARTH ANGELS : If your gift is in caregiving, join the Band of Earth Angels to help those in our congre-

gation through challenging times. We provide transportation, meals, baked goods, run errands, help with 

chores or yard work, shop, and make caring visits. You choose to do what works for you and what you like 

to do for those with short-term needs. Contact Pam Richardson Colborn for more information. 

(pjcolborn@comcast.net / 301-524-5223) 

Church Ministries  (contôd) 
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ñ...Love your neighbor as yourself.ò  

Matthew 22:39 

Faith Connections and Damascus Help are in great need of our support of the Holiday Giving Projects during  the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays for the Damascus area.  This normally includes a holiday meal for Thanksgiving and 
a December Holiday meal and gifts.  This is a great opportunity to share the joy of Christ with someone in need.  Please 
prayerfully consider supporting the Holiday Giving Project this year.  There are several ways to help: 1)  adopt a family 
which include purchasing the items for the basket and delivering it to the family 2) monetary donations, 3) shopping  for 
basket  with donated money and/or 4) delivery of baskets. 

If you are interested in adopting a family for the holidays or helping out, please call Jane Webb at 301-253-0022, ext. 
#101 or great.jane@verizon.net.    

What Goes Into a Holiday Basket? 
A "Holiday Basket" is meant to be all the fixings of a holiday meal for a family.  It is a festive gift to help make the holi-

days brighter for families in need. Your Holiday Basket can be a turkey and all the traditional trimmings, a grocery store 

gift certificate, or some combination of food and a gift certificate.  A December Holiday Basket also includes toys and 

gifts for members in the family.  The traditional Holiday Basket is a box and or grocery bags including the following: 
 

Sample Holiday Basket 

Based on the economic situation, we are encouraging sponsors to focus on providing food for the family and gifts for the 
children.   Adult gifts are optional, and are nice to give and receive; however, we realize that food and necessities for 
children are more important.   This program is to be a supplement for the families own holiday festivities and also a way 
to reach out, to bring hope and a community connection to so many struggling families.   

1 15-20 pound turkey OR a grocery store gift certificate 

5 pounds of potatoes 

5 large sweet potatoes 

1 pound of carrots 

3 pounds of onions 

1 bag of celery 

3 pounds of oranges or apples 

3 16 ounce cans of gravy 

  

2 16 ounce cans of jellied cranberry sauce 

3 16 ounce cans of green beans, corn or peas 

2 boxes of stuffing mix 

Bread or dinner rolls 

1 pound box of butter or margarine 

1 gallon of milk 

1 dozen of eggs 

1 64 ounce container of juice 

1 large pumpkin pie/other dessert 

Heavy duty aluminum foil pan for turkey 

  

Thanksgiving meals should be delivered on November 19th -21th.   
The December Holiday meal and gifts should be delivered on December 20th -22nd. 

Church Ministries  (contôd) 
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How the Stephen Ministry Got itôs Start 

The Rev. Kenneth C. Haugk, Ph.D., who serves as the Executive Director of Stephen Ministries, a pas-
tor, and a clinical psychologist, founded the Stephen Ministry at St. Stephenôs Lutheran Church in St. 
Louis, Missouri in 1975 with his wife, Joan (now deceased).  The ministry is used by 10,000 congrega-
tions from 150 denominations.  Tens of thousands of pastors and lay leaders have trained as Stephen 
Leaders in order to direct the Stephen Ministry in their congregations. The largest accomplishment of 
all is the number of people whom God has cared for through a Stephen Minister - more than a million - 
and growing.1 

Rev. Haugk says that the name, óStephenôé ñcomes from St. Stephen, who was the first lay person 
commissioned by the apostles to provide caring ministry to those in need (as recorded in Acts 6).ò 2  
The original twelve apostles needed help with their increasing workloads. They did not want the minis-
try of spreading the word of God to suffer.  For this reason they gathered the disciples in Jerusalem, 
and instructed them to choose seven additional men who were known to be wise and full of the Holy 
Spirit to help them.   The Apostles prayed and laid their hands on these seven men.  Stephen was the 
eldest of the seven and for this reason is often referred to as the ñarchdeaconò.   

Stephen developed a reputation for doing very good and meaningful work amongst the people, and for 
being responsible for some miraculous signs. His gift of speech was noteworthy and not well received 
by everyone.  Stephen was known to preach Christianity and defeated Jewish teachers of the law in 
debate.  Opposition grew and Stephen did not shift in his resolve.  Several were convinced that 
Stephen had spread words of blasphemy against Moses and against God.  If true, this was an act that 
was punishable by death.   

During his trial before the Sanhedrin, it is reported that Stephen gave a fiery speech during which he 
saw the heavens opened and observed Jesus Christ standing at the right hand of God.  Stephen was 
dragged out of the city and stoned to death.  Just like Jesus, Stephen prayed for his murderers.  He 
prayed, ñLord Jesus, receive my spirit.  Oh Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.ò  Then he died.  This is 
how Stephen became the first Christian martyr.  Stephenôs body would have been left to be eaten by 
beasts, however it was taken up by the Jewish teacher Gamaliel and his son Habib, who buried 
Stephen on his estate.  They both believed in Christ, and later received Holy Baptism.  
 

INVITATION 

Your Stephen Ministry will be offering the first annual Service of Peace, Hope, and Light  on Sunday, 
December 4.  The service will begin at 3:00 pm in the DUMC Sanctuary.  A reception will be held im-
mediately following the service in the hallway overlooking the Labyrinth.  Please join us, especially if 
the holiday season might be a difficult time of year for you.    

1 stephenministries.com website; Dr. Kenneth C. Haugk, Founder and Executive Director of Stephen Ministries  

2 stephenministries.com website; Dr. Kenneth C. Haugk, Founder and Executive Director of Stephen Ministries    

Youth Fundraiser Ink Jet Cartridges  

Keep Bringing them in! 

Did you know that used toner/inkjet cartridges create over 18 million pounds of non-biodegradable waste in 

the U.S. each year? With this in mind, the DUMC youth are continuing to collect cartridges to recycle. This 

long-term project will allow us to raise funds for the Youth Activities, while keeping our environment in mind. 

Please deposit any used inkjet, fax, or laser cartridges in the collection box located in the Narthex or the 

church office. Note:  WE ARE UNABLE TO RECYCLE EPSON PRODUCTS OR XEROX DRUMS.  

This also supports the churchôs mission  ñServe God, Save the Planetò by eliminating waste through recycling.  

Thank you for your support.   



Worship Arts Ministry  

Damascus United Methodist Church Worship Arts Ministry  

Keepers of the Song  

2011-2012 Worship Arts Ministry 

Rooted In Faith: Be Filled and Be Fruitful 
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Advent Lessons and Carols 

 4
th
 Sunday Concert Series Event 

 Sunday, November 27 at 6:30 pm 
 The Damascus UMC Chancel Choir and Ring of Joy Handbell Choir welcome special guests from Cal-

vary UMCôs Chancel and Bell Choirs, Frederick, MD. DUMC organist Stephen Kalnoske and Calvary UMC 

music director and organist Joche Wilmot will lead the program. Gather at 6 p.m. to share in the Hanging of 

the Greens liturgy. 

 A Christmas Story 
 This production will be postponed this season and rescheduled for the 2012-2013 season. 

 

Ensemble News 

 Colorful Hands of Jesus 
 Calling all puppeteers in 3rd to 6th grades ï recruiting continues and rehearsals will resume in January  

 2012 on Wednesdays at 4 pm in the Great Hall. Contact Crystal Rice at crystalrice81@gmail.com for  

 more information.  

 Puppets, InC Interactive 
 Rehearsals are at 5 pm on Wednesdays. For more information, contact Nancy Lacy by text or phone  

 at 240-672-4102. Come with open minds and your imagination! 

 Cherubs 
 Cherubs are rehearsing on Wednesdays at 4 pm in the Great Hall with director Katherine Williams  

 in preparation for several appearances during the Advent/Christmas season. 

 

 Girl and Boy Choristers  
 Rehearsals for Prime Time Christmas musical, Christmas Eve 4 pm family crèche service, and the Liv

 ing Christmas Tree concerts have begun. For additional information, see Pastor Walt Edmonds or  

 Katherine Williams. Practice is on Wednesday nights at 5 pm. 

 

 Charles Wesley Singers 

 Rehearsals for CWS are Sunday nights at 5 pm followed by youth activities. All youth are encouraged  

 to attend and sing for the 8:15 am services. On Sunday, December 4, Charles Wesley Singers will lead  

 both the 8:15 and 11 am services while the Chancel Choir is sharing at Calvary UMC in Frederick.  

 Charles Wesley Singers and alumni lead the 8 pm service on Christmas Eve. 

 

 Chancel Choir 
 In addition to Sunday morning anthems, the Chancel Choir is preparing for the Sunday, November 27, 

 Service of Advent Lessons and Carols at 6:30 pm, and a special Service of Christmas Lessons and  

 Carols to be shared at the 10:30 pm Christmas Eve Service this year. Any changed voice singers are 

 encouraged to join. Practice is on Wednesdays at 7:30 pm in the music room. 
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Worship Arts Ministry  (contôd) 

                              ASCYO 
                  Holiday Concert Series 
    

                                                        Friday, December 2, 2011 at 7:30 pm 

Asbury Methodist Village, 201 Russell Avenue, Gaithersburg, MD 
 

Saturday, December 3, 2011 at 7:00 pm 

Weinberg Center for the Arts, 20 West Patrick Street, Frederick, MD 

 

Sunday, December 4, 2011 at 3:00 pm 

 The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew, 15300 New Hampshire Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 

 

Friday, December 9, 2010 at 7:00 pm 

Winter Band Concert 

Damascus United Methodist Church, Great Hall 

9700 New Church Street, Damascus, MD 

Beginning Band and Concert Band 

 The programs are free of charge and the public is invited to attend.   For more information, contact: Lerna 

May-Frandsen, Executive Director, at (301) 821-1162 or email talenthntr@aol.com.  Check out our website: 

www.ascyo.org.  See you there!  

Ensemble News (contõd) 

 Living Christmas Tree Choir 
 Rehearsals for the Living Christmas Tree are every Wednesday at 8:15 pm in the choir room. Concerts  

 are scheduled for Wednesday, December 28, and Thursday, December 29, at 8 pm. All singers are en- 

 couraged to join. Choral/orchestra rehearsals are scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 17, from 2-5 pm, and  

 Tuesday, Dec. 27, at 7 pm. 

 Inspiration Ringers 
 Tom Baldridge, director, is delighted to welcome Madison Bowe as assistant/student director of the  

 Inspiration Ringers. The ensemble rehearses on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. Students in 3rd grade and  

 above are invited to join. Preparations for Christmas season are underway. 

 Youth Handbells  

 Youth Handbells rehearse on Sundays at 4 pm in the music room. Rehearsals for a December perform- 

 ance have begun. Any and all youth in the 6th-12th grades are invited to join. Call or text Polly Ed- 

 monds Baldridge at 240-750-8287, or email redheaders@verizon.net. 

 Ring of Joy 
 Ring of Joy is preparing for a busy Advent/Christmas season, including appearances at the Service of  

 Advent Lessons and Carols on Sunday, Nov. 27, at 6:30 pm, and at Calvary UMC in Frederick for  

 morning services on Sunday, Dec. 4. Rehearsals are at 7:30 pm on Monday nights in the music room. 

2011-2012 Worship Arts Ministry 
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SOUNDS FOR GLORY: THE DUMC ORGAN RENOVATION CAMPAIGN  
 

We officially kicked -off the organ renovation campaign at both services on September 18, 
2011. The Sounds for Glory Video by Mike Springirth was a big hit! It is now on YouTube with 

a link to it from the DUMC website. Enjoy it again and share it with your friends.  

The campaign has had a successful autumn so far. The ñfish pongò booth at the Damascus 
Fair earned $320, the yard sale on October 8 th  raised $540, and the concessions at the swing 

dance, $230.  

I am happy to report that more than $10,000 was raised between 18th of September and 
31st of October! This was thanks to a very generous donation from the Thrift Shop in honor of 
Jane Snapp and in memory of Hubert Snapp. Our anonymous donor will match $10,000, as 
promised. The current total in the fund is over $55,000, not including the matching grant. 

Thanks for your support! If you would like to be the next anonymous (or not) matching donor, 

please let me know ( jane.clarke@BioReliance.com )  

We have no live events planned from now until the end of the year. However, you can still 
help by buying the Worship Arts CDôs in the Narthex or on- line. Evans Nursery has generously 
pledged a donation to the fund with every Christmas tree sold.  See their flyer on page 

_____ of this Beacon.  

This just in: We will be holding on - line auctions at www.biddingforgood.org . This will increase 
the scope of donors locally and world -wide. We have a few items, but will continue to need 
donations of items for the auction. Please let me know if you want to donate something. 

Please watch the Beacon and the website for further updates.  

You may not notice that the organ is malfunctioning during Sunday services. However, 
Steveôs view from the bench reveals that the following parts are broken: The entire Unda 
Maris stop on Choir, Middle b -natural on Great keyboard, entire Choir to Choir 4' coupler, 2 
out of 3 main combination action controls, 4th C key on Choir manual, and the entire Swell 
Trumpet. For now, he is able to disguise the problems, but every week there is another one. 

This is why we must continue to move forward with our fundraising efforts.  

Have a great holiday season!  

The Sounds for Glory Committee:  

Jane Clarke (chair), Jim Kelly (vice chair), Polly Edmonds Baldridge, Joe Briglia, Pete Clarke, 
Walt Edmonds, Bob Gladhill, Dan James, Steve Kalnoske, Brian Sadtler, Julie Sain, Wilbur 
Hurst, and Liz Vanderham.  
 

 
SOUNDS  

FOR  

GLORY  

Worship Arts Ministry  (contôd) 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Upper Room  
Please feel free to take a copy of the Upper Room 

which is kept in the pew hymnal racks in  
our Sanctuary.  Better yet, take a couple of c 
opies and share with friends and neighbors.   

This publication is a wonderful  
way to encourage daily scripture reading!  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Worship Arts Ministry  (contôd) 

Join Us For Contemporary Worship  
If you are interested in experiencing contemporary worship at DUMC, please join us. A primarily youth -led 

contemporary worship service is being held during the 9:30 ð 10:10 a.m. time frame on Sundays in the Youth 

Chapel. After the worship, our youth are experiencing adult -facilitated discussion groups. These groups are di-

vided according to grade level.  

 Many people (youth and adults) are helping with this new endeavor.  A variety of gifted people are con-

tributing - musicians (for the praise band that plays the contemporary songs), worship leaders (singers, people 

who lead the prayer), persons who offer the ôtalk,õ hospitality folk (to prepare and manage the drinks and light 

food) and audio techs (for the audiovisuals used to project words and images on the screen).  

 Our contemporary worship focus is to make and strengthen disciples of Jesus Christ. If you have any 

questions, feel free to call Pastor Linda at (301) 253 -0022 ext 104 or email at linda.motter@verizon.net    

Pleasant Plains Preschool  

This month I enjoyed meeting with the WWJD 
Circle to share with them about Pleasant Plains 
Preschool.  Several ladies volunteered to come in 
and read to our little ones.  Others are going to 
work on teacher appreciation or serve on the 
preschool board.  Wow!  We are so blessed to be 
a part of a loving and active church.   

One of our goals at PPP is to provide a great 
education at a low cost in order to serve as many 
families as possible.  We would like to start a 
scholarship fund to provide financial assistance to 
families in need.  If you would like to make a 
contribution please be sure to label it PPP schol-
arship fund.  Thank you!! 

Committee Meetings  

Meetings for November 2011 
 

Nov.   7 Lay Leadership Committee 

 8:30 p.m. in the Annex/CR 

Nov.   8 Evangelism Meeting 

 7:00 p.m. in the Annex/CR 

Nov.  10 SPPR Committee 

 7:30 p.m. in the Annex/CR 

Nov.  13 Strategic Planning Committee 

 2:00 pm in the Annex/CR 

Nov.  14 Office Staff Meeting 

 8:30 a.m. in the Conference Room 

Nov.  14   Earth Stewards Committee 

 7:30 p.m. in the Parlor 

Nov.  15 Computer Committee Meeting 

 7:00 p.m. in the Annex/CR 

Nov.  16 UMYFO Meeting 

 6:30 p.m. in the Sacristy 

Nov.  17 Finance Committee 

 7:00 p.m. in the Annex/CR 

Nov.  21 Harwood House Committee 

 1:30 p.m. at the Thrift Shop 

Nov.  22 Missions Meeting 

 7:00 pm in the Annex/downstairs 
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Missions  

Greetings from Between Cultures 
 

Dear Friends in the US,  

 

Nicaragua has suffered through heavy rains and major flooding over 

the past month. Our brothers and sisters in La Danta are okay, but 

have lost some of their crops and some houses have been damaged. 

We have had to postpone our planned Biblical Retreat because trans-

portation would have been too risky. Central America as a whole has 

suffered many losses of lives because of the flooding; we ask you to 

pray for the region during this transition from rainy season to dry 

season! Included is a photo of a family from north central Nicaragua 

whose home was flooded. 

A Special Thank You  . . . .  

The used Jewelry sale was a big success, earning close to 

$1,900.  These funds will enable our sister parish in LaDanta, Nicara-

gua to complete construction and furnish their new church.  On behalf 

of Between Cultures and our friends at LaDanta, we thank you for 

your generous donations and support! 

 

The Stephen Ministry of Damascus United Methodist 

Church invites you to 

 A Service of  

Peace, Hope, and Light 
 

This intimate Advent worship service of candlelight, comforting liturgy, and gentle music 

will be held on Sunday, December 4th at 3:00 pm in the Damascus UMC sanctuary. 

Come to be embraced by Godõs compassionate love as you remember those whom you  

have loved and lost. Use this sacred time to refresh and restore yourself from wounds  

of the past and present. Join with our Christian community to remember the  

gift of hope that the Christmas story offers us. 

Refreshments will be served following the service.  

The outdoor labyrinth is available to all who wish to use this  

reflective method of prayer and meditation.  
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Preaching Schedule  

Upcoming  
Preaching Schedule  

November 6:        All Saints Sunday 

 Pastor Linda Motter 

November 13:      Harwood House Recognition 

 Pastor Walt Edmonds 

November 20:   Christ the King Sunday 

 Youth of the church led the service 

November 24: Thanksgiving Day Service 

 Pastor Walt Edmonds 

November 27:   First Sunday of Advent 

 Pastor Linda Motter 

December   4: Second Sunday of Advent 

 Pastor Walt Edmonds 

December 11: Third Sunday of Advent 

 Pastor Linda Motter 

December 18: Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 Pastor Walt Edmonds 

Office Info  

Office Hours 

The office is open Monday - Thursday, 9:00 

am - 5:00 p.m.  On Friday, 

we open at 9:00 a.m., usu-

ally close for lunch (approx. 

12 - 1 p.m.) and then close 

for the day at 4:00 p.m.  Ad-

ditionally, Jane is off on 

Mondays, and Linda S. is 

off on Tuesdays.  Please 

keep this in mind when waiting for a re-

sponse to e-mail or phone messages.  Thank 

you !!!!!!   

 

The Office will  
be closed on  

Thursday, Nov. 24  
and Friday, Nov. 25  

in observance of  Thanksgiving.  
 

We will re -open  
Monday, November 28 at 9:00 am.  

  All are Welcome  ! ! 

Celebrating Thanksgiving 
Day at 9:30 am with festive 
worship has become a 
strong tradition here in the 
Damascus-Friendship Parish.  This service is much 
like a Homecoming for our congregation.  This 
year Pastor Walt Edmonds will give the sermon for 
our Thanksgiving Day Service.  

The Chancel Choir, as well as the Charles Wesley 
Singers, will sing special music also.  All past and 
present singers, as well as returning college stu-
dents, are welcome to join us for the anthems.  As 
always, we will have our customary homemade 
ginger snaps along with mulled cider to warm our 
bodies.  Please be sure to invite friends and 
neighbors to this great morning of celebration!  
 

New Member Classes  

Many people have expressed a desire to 

become a member of Damascus United 

Methodist Church. If you are interested in 

becoming a member of DUMC, new member 

classes will be forming in October, 2011. 

Please feel free to let Linda Motter know 

of your interest in joining DUMC 

(linda.motter@verizon.net)  at (301) 253 -

0022, ext. 104,  and she will be glad to in-

clude you in the process. These times to-

gether will be an enjoyable gathering of 

the community for all involved.  

Thanks be to God!  
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Volunteer Opportunities  

Volunteer Opportunityé 
The Good Shepherd Team: Needs several volunteers to answer the 

help-line phone calls 2-3 days per month. This ministry provides as-

sistance and referrals to families in our Damascus - Clarksburg com-

munity facing financial issues.  You can serve from your home at 

your convenience. 

This is a great opportunity to make a difference in the lives of those in need in your own local community. 

For more information please call Debbie Tomlinson at 301-512-5130 or Debbie@Faith-

Connections.org  (For more information, please visit www.Faith-Connections.org ) 

Damascus Relay For Life is celebrating it's 15th year of making the difference in the lives of 

those with cancer.   Be a part of this great cause by joining or starting a team.   Mark your 

calendars for upcoming events and pass along the information to friends, 

family and neighbors!  

November 10th:   6:30 ñ 8:00 pm (Dining Hall Entrance):   Kick Off Open 

House, stop by to pick up team captain materials or to get more informa-

tion on how you can be involved!  

December 3rd:   9:00 ñ 11:00 am:   Breakfast with Santa, Great 

Hall.   Enjoy breakfast, crafts, photos with Santa and do some Holiday 

Shopping! 

Do You Want to Make a Difference? 
Since 1989, Hospice Caring, Inc. has been providing practical and emotional support to adults and children 

facing life-limiting illness and grief at no charge. Hospice Caring, Inc. has opportunities for those who would 

like to facilitate adult or childrenôs grief groups, or become a caregiver and share in someoneôs end-of-life 

journey.  Our volunteers are committed to providing care that promotes quality of life.  They help their patients 

to live each day more fully by providing: 
 

Companionship in their time of greatest need 

Home assistance and transportation 

Support and advocacy 

******************************************************  

Register and join our Volunteer Training on  

Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday, 

November 8, 9, & 10, 2011 

8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

***  

For more information or to sign up, 

Call Penny @ 301-990-8904 

or email at pennyg@hospicecaring.org 
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Announcements  
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PEER-SUPPORT BEREAVEMENT GROUPS 
All groups are free of charge  and led by trained volunteers.  

Pre-registration is required. Please call (301) 990-0854. 
www.hospicecaring.org  

 

 
 

Coping with a Suicide Loss  
Meets the 2nd and 4th Monday evening of each month. 

 

Adult -Child Loss  
For parents grieving the death of a grown child. Meets weekly on Tuesday afternoons. 

 

Senior Spousal and Partner Loss  
Meets weekly on Wednesday afternoons. 

 

ñHealing Heartsò ï Young Spousal and Partner Loss  
Meets weekly on Wednesday evenings. 

 

ñPhase 2ò ï Spousal and Partner Loss ï Beyond the First Year  
Meets weekly on Wednesday evenings. 

 

 
 

Parent Loss for Adults ï Beginning October 20  
Will meet weekly on Thursday evenings for 8 weeks.   

 

Spousal and Partner Loss ï 50s & 60s ï Beginning October 27  
Will meet weekly on Thursday evenings for 12 weeks.  

 

Getting through the Holidays ï Beginning November 18  
Will meet weekly on Friday evenings  through January 6, 2012 

 
          

 
Ongoing Groups ï Open to New Members  

 

 
Short -Term Groups 2011 ï Call to Register  

 

http://www.hospicecaring.org/


Doughnuts For  

Missions! 

Service Is the Water will be selling fresh and deli-

cious Krispy Kreme doughnuts on the first Sunday of 

each month to raise money to support the great work 

being done in Nicaragua by Between Cultures. The 

doughnuts will be sold in the 

Narthex before and after each 

worship service at $6 per 

dozen glazed and $7 per dozen 

chocolate covered - and thatõs 

a dollar cheaper than they 

cost in stores! Please consider 

buying a dozen or two in support of missions.  

Advent Workshop is on a New Weekend! 

This yearôs Advent Workshop will be held on Sunday, November 20, 2011 from 

1:00  -  3:00 pm (with a light meal for a small donation at 12:30 pm). This means, if 

you have always wanted to help with crafts, but couldnôt because you were away for 

Thanksgiving, this year you can do it!!!  If you donôt have a craft in mind, we have 

some already purchased or can help you come up with a new idea. We are also looking for people to help cut 

greens and make bows for the wreath table. Please contact Wendy Hembrough (wendyhem@yahoo.com or 

301-253-9265) if you are interested or would like more information. 

Announcements (contôd) 

T H E  B E A C O N  2 3  

First Place 4 Health Prepares for the Holidays 

The holiday season is fast approaching.  The Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday season can be filled with 

social events, shopping and other activities that make it challenging to stick to our healthy eating and fitness 

goals.  During such times, maintaining healthy eating habits and an exercise regime can seem like a daunt-

ing task.  As the pressures and stresses of the holiday season add up, we may be tempted to push our weight 

loss goals to the back burner.  We can easily fall into the temptation to set aside the healthy lifestyle we have 

begun and plan to get back on track after the holiday season. 

As a FP4H group, we are trying a different approach to the temptation of the season this year.  Our group is 

having a Holiday Fun Retreat on November 19th to ñkick offò the season.  We will gather together for a day 

of preparation for the season.  We will eat two meals together and jointly prepare a meal to take home for 

the familyôs dinner.  These meals will be based on a Daniel Fast menu.  We will have devotionals and Bible 

study; have an exercise session; learn to convert our favorite holiday recipes into healthier entrees; do holi-

day crafts; and work out our personal holiday goals. 

Beginning the week of Thanksgiving we will start a special Healthy Holiday Living session which will help 

us focus on the challenges of the season.  We are seeking to experience a First Place 4 Health Miracle by 

putting Jesus in the first place in our lives.  ñDo not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 

and petition with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.ò  Philippians 4:6. 

Give to the Residents of Asbury  . . . .  

Believe it or not, Christmas is just around the corner! 

and we must begin to collect gifts for the residents at 

Asbury  in the Wilson Health Care Center and the 

Assisted Living Care (Kindley).   There will be a la-

beled box in the Narthex each Sunday as listed here 

to collect your donations.  Sunday, Nov. 20, Sunday, 

Nov. 27, and Sunday Dec. 4.     Elf Day to sort and 

divide the gifts is in mid Dec. with Christmas Parties 

to follow.   Each gift is to be wrapped individu-

ally,  labeled as to content,  and stated as for man or 

woman.  Some ideas for gifts are small cuddly, 

stuffed animals,  scarves, socks, and  stamps, or what-

ever you think will be nice in the hygiene dept. 

PLEASE DO NOT GIVE ANY SHARP ITEMS  

OR CANDLES! 

mailto:wendyhem@yahoo.com


Announcements (contôd) 

Presented by Ryan Celli Productions . . . . 

Peace in Our Time  

Ryan Celli has been hard at work putting together hours of footage from the Charles Wesley Singers and 

the Academy of St. Cecilia Orchestraõs trip to England this past June.  To purchase this wonderful pro-

duction of scenery and memories, just complete the order form below and weõll deliver your CD to you as 

quickly as possible.  

Please fill in the form and submit with your check to either the church office, Ryan Celli or Jane Webb.  

Name: ____________________________________      Phone:______________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

 Order:  DVDõs    ______     x   $15      =       ______ 

   Blu Rayõs  ______     x   $20/$25*   =       ______ 

 Optional shipping ($4/set)  ______     x   $  4       =       ______ 

                                  Total Due:          ________ 

*Price is based on how many people order due to having to "outsource" the burning of these discs.  

  Minimum will be $20/Maximum will be $25.  

Checks should be made payable to ñRyan Celli.ò 

Trees for Glory 
Tom Evans of Evans Homes and Gardens has graciously offered  
ÔÏ ÄÏÎÁÔÅ Á  ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÔÒÅÅ ÓÁÌÅÓȟ  

from his business, to the                                                                                            
Sounds of Glory: The DUMC Organ Renovation Campaign. 

 
Each purchase of a fresh cut Fraser Fir, Douglas Fir, Live tree,                                                                     

Poinsettia or Wreath will bring us ever closer to our goal! 
 

Be sure to come and celebrate their kickoff event for the                                    
Christmas season on Saturday, December 3rd  from 12 noon                                                                                                                                                       

to pm.     They will be serving warm food, beverages and holiday cheer! 
 

  www.EvansHomesandGardens.com  
301-253-9224 

8914 Watkins Road-Gaithersburg, MD 20882 
Corner of Rt. 124 & Watkins Road 

Open daily (7days a week)  
                                                         from November 26th  - December 24th    

                                      12 noon to 6:00 pm 
 

 For nearly 20 years we have purchased our Christmas Trees from Evans Homes and Gardens. We always 

look forward to their quality, selection and friendly service. It is a part of our Christmas Tradition!  The 

Keegan family.  
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http://www.evanshomesandgardens.com/


Announcements (contôd) 

 

We still have some Nuts ! ! ! 

We may still have some nuts left after the Turkey/Oyster Bazaar held on November 5th.   If youôd like to or-

der, fill out this form below and give to either Pennie Adams, Joy Schwab, Rosalyn Bowman or Esther 

Samakouris.  Circle each type of nut you wish to purchase and the quantity. 

 

Name:  ______________________________________       Phone: ___________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

All nuts are sold in one pound packages unless otherwise noted. 

 

__________  Pecans  -  $8.00          __________ Cashews  -  $5.50 

__________  Pistachios  -  $8.00         __________ English Walnuts  -  $6.50 

__________  Cranberries (12 oz)  -  $3.00        __________  Honey Nut Crunch (9 oz.)  -  $2.00 

__________  Dried Apricots  -  $3.50        __________  Almonds  -  $4.50 

__________   Chocolate Covered Peanuts  -  $3.00        __________  Chocolate Covered Raisins  -  $3.00 
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Wonderful Wednesday Dinners  

@ 5:45 pm  

in the DUMC Dining Hall  

November 9       November 16 

Beef stroganoff   Pork loin 

Noodles    Mashed potatoes w/gravy 

Green beans    Grilled cabbage 

Salad     Sauerkraut 

     Peas & carrots 

     Salad 

November 23    November 30 

No regular WW Dinner,  BBQ Chicken 

but will have a Wednesday  Macaroni salad 

Night Activities Dinner.  Cole slaw 

                  Baked beans 

           Peas & carrots 

    

     

     

    

 

Do you have a  

college student?  
 

If you have a  

college student  

please kindly  

forward their  

college address  

to Jane Webb at  

great.jane@verizon.net  

We are trying to collect every-

oneôs address so we can keep in 

touch with our young adults  

during the holidays  

Thank You ! !  

Woodfield Elementary  
Buy a Brick Fundraiser 

If you are a Woodfield alumnus, current or former 

student or staff, or a local business in the Wood-

field community, we need your help!  We invite 

you to purchase a brick to honor a student or 

teacher, advertise a business, or wish Woodfield a 

Happy 50th Birthday! 

For more information or questions, send an e-mail 

to WoodfieldPTA@hotmail.com, or visit 

www.bricksrus.com/order/WoodfieldES. 



Announcements (contôd) 

Imagine youôre in   

       Hawaii 

 Eat Pineapple ! ! ! 
 

For a history project I am 

doing on canning factories in Maryland, I am in 

need of a large amount of empty cans.  The par-

ticular size cans I am looking for are: 

Preferred Cans: 

Bushôs Grillin Beans  1 lb. 5 oz. or 1 lb. 6 oz. 

Pineapple (crushed, rings or chunks)  1 lb. 4 oz. 

Pie Fillings 1 lb. 5 oz.  or 1 lb. 6 oz. 

Cans should be rinsed and labels removed.  With 

each can that is given a $1 donation will be made 

to the Organ Restoration Fund.  Please bring your 

cans to the church office (you can leave them on 

the porch anytime) or deliver them to me at the 

Wonderful Wednesday night dinners.  If you have 

any questions, you can call me at 301-253-2287.  

Thanks so much!                          

           -  Gary Richard 
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    40% OFF 
   All non-Food Items 

Cindy is moving and so our Fair Trade shop in her ga-

rage will be closing.  We hope to continue the mission 

of Equity Emporium in other venues (home parties, 

special events, fundraisers, and educational settings). 

SAVE THE DATE:  Saturday, NOVEMBER 12 

From 10:00 am  -  5:00 pm at Cindyôs House 

25305 Ridge Road 

Damascus, MD 

Phone:  240-338-2081 

                 Something New for Our Hispanic Friends . . . . . 

Servicio Navideño 
 

On Friday, December 23, at 7:00 pm Damascus Church will open its doors to the 

Spanish speaking community for a Servicio Navideño. (Christmas Service) particu-

larly for those who cannot return to their home community in other lands.   

Our role will be to provide hospitable welcoming place with a fellowship hour and 

appropriate refreshments at the conclusion.  Pastoral friends Rev. Eliezer Valentín-

Castañón and Rev. Edgardo Rivera, Baltimore Washington Conference Guide and 

coordinator of the Conference Latino ministries, will plan and conduct the liturgy and service offerings.   

Two things are important:  

First, please convey to any of the Spanish speaking folks you know that this service is being offered at DUMC 

on this evening and they are welcome;  

And Secondly, please call the church office (301-253-0022) if you are willing to help with the arrangements 

or needs.    Letôs get the word out to those who could welcome such a homecoming event when they are away 

from ñhome.ò 

 


