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Devoted Servants, Drawn to Jesus, Dedicated to Making Disciples 

Miracles from ñThe Christmas Candleò 

 I am quite excited about offering an Advent-Christmas-

Epiphany book study at the 9:30am hour on Sundays for the next 

weeks, especially focusing on the created work of Max Lucado.  

His book Christmas Stories is filled with the miraculous sagas 

that we have come to expect when we remember the traditions of 

Charles Dickensô A Christmas Carol, O. Henryôs The Gift of the 

Magi, and P. Van Doren Sternôs book and movie, Itôs a Wonder-

ful Life.  The first story in Lucadoôs book is titled, The Christ-

mas Candle and is set in the year 1664 in an English village 

named Gladstone.  Concerned with an angelic visitant to a chan-

dler, or candle maker, and his wife, the story is a built around the 

coming of a new rector to the staid community and its age-old 

hope in the celebrated ñChristmas Candle.ò  For me, the story 

opens up both the mystery and the vulnerability of receiving the 

Christ-child in all places of darkness and suffering.          

Lucado himself writes these words about this story in his 

book.  They give us a place of departure for ñwaiting in Advent, 

receiving in the twelve days of Christmas, and giving to the world 

in the weeks following Epiphany.ò  

Christmas celebrates a coming.  An arrival.  An advent. 

Christmas remembers God showing up. 

Not showing off with angel-driven chariots  

or Magic Kingdom fireworks. 

But showing up on a donkey, 

with a carpenter in the belly of a peasant girl. 

Christmas commemorates Godôs most uncommon decision: 

to come commonly. 

And Christmas wonders if he still does. 

If he shows up amidst the regular folk 

 in the sleepy moments of life. 

This story, ñThe Christmas Candle,ò 

welcomes such wonderings. 

If he came to Bethlehem, 

 might he not come to Gladstone, England? 

And, if he touched the world of a carpenter, 

wouldnôt he touch the world of a candle maker? 

I think so. 

Even more, he would touch our world too. 

Walter G. Edmonds 
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The Stephen Ministry of Damascus United Methodist Church 

invites you to 

 A Service of  

Peace, Hope, and Light 
TODAY AT 3:00 PM 

This intimate Advent worship service of candlelight, comforting liturgy, and gentle music will be held 

today, Sunday, December 4th at 3pm in the   Damascus UMC sanctuary. 
 

Life transitions, burdens, and losses may make the holiday season a challenging time of 

year. Come be embraced by Godõs compassionate love as you remember those whom you have 

loved and lost. Use this sacred time to refresh and restore yourself from wounds of the past 

and present. Join with our Christian community to remember the gift of hope that the Christ-

mas story offers us. 

Refreshments will be served following the service.  

P. S. Today, a beautiful opportunity for those who find themselves in a struggle or morass of emotions during 

this time of year is being offered at 3:00 pm in our sanctuary by Stephen Ministry.  Its title is simply, A Ser-

vice of Peace, Hope and Light. 

P.P.S. On Friday, December 23, a special Christmas Worship Service known as Servicio Navideño, for those 

who speak Spanish, will be held in our sanctuary at 7:30 pm, followed by a reception.  United Methodist pas-

tors Rev. Eliezer Valentín-Castañón and Rev. Edgardo Rivera, will preside at this service designed for anyone 

who is away from their families and their home countries.  We host this event as an hospitable act for the com-

munity.  Please spread the invitation to those you know whoôs ñmother tongueò is Spanish.    

  - Walter G. Edmonds 

The Holy Land Christians will be our guests next Wednesday,  

following the Wonderful Wednesday Dinner 

Hear their story and see their beautiful Olivewood Crafts 
 

On December 7, 2011 at 6:30 pm in the Dining Hall we will be hearing a presentation about the Christians of 

the Holy Land and afterwards hosting a nice display of handmade olivewood religious articles from Bethlehem 

and Jerusalem, available for purchase. These carvings include olivewood Nativity sets, crosses, Christmas or-

naments, candle holders, angels and many other religious crafts that could make a nice wedding, baptism, con-

firmation, Easter or Christmas gifts.  The carvings are handmade by Christian families in Bethlehem who rely 

on the profit made from these items for their daily bread. 

For more than ten years these Christians have been enduring many hardships as tourism in Bethlehem has 

plummeted and access to other sources of income has been sharply restricted due to the ongoing conflict and  

the volatile war situation in the country. Many Christians have left their homeland. The Christian population of 

the Holy Land went down from 30% in the last century to 1.8% today. Please help support our Christian broth-

ers and sisters in the town where Christ was born by purchasing their carvings . George Ghanem, an indige-

nous Christian from Bethlehem, will be telling us the story of the Christians of the Holy Land and will present-

ing these carvings after the presentation.  It is never too late to help. 

All proceeds go to support Christian families from Bethlehem 

The website showing the crafts is www.holylandcsc.com   

http://www.holylandcsc.com/


ADVENT/CHRISTMAS/EPIPHANY SPECIAL EVENTS  

A Service of Peace, Hope and Light 
Sunday, December 4, 2011 

3:00 pm in sanctuary 

 

Academy of St. Cecilia Youth  

Orchestra Winter Concerts         
Sunday, December 4, 2011 

3:00 pm 

Lutheran Church of St. Andrew 

15300 New Hampshire Ave., Silver Spring, MD 

Band Concerts: Friday, December 9, 2011 

7:00 pm 

Damascus United Methodist Church 

           

A Christian Visitor from Bethlehem 
Wednesday, December 7, 2011 

6:30 pm following dinner in dining hall 

           

Young At Heart Christmas Party 
Friday, December 9, 2011 

6:30 pm in dining hall 

Christmas dinner and entertainment featuring  

Some DUM Men and carol sing-along   

$12 tickets, contact Bob Newlin at 301-620-8926 

           

Old Fashioned Carol Sing 
Sunday, December 11, 2011 

9:30 am in sanctuary 

           

Prime Time Christmas  
Childrenôs Musical  and Program            

Sunday, December 11, 2011 

6:30 pm 

         

Youth Progressive Dinner 
Saturday, December 17, 2011 

4:45 pm meet at church for middle  

and high school youth 

 

Living Nativity Pageant 
Sunday, December  18, 2011 

Performances at 6:30 pm and 7:30 pm 

 

Servicio Navideño 
Friday, December 23, 2011 

7:30 pm 

Led by the Rev. Eliezer Valentin-Castañón 

 and the Rev. Edgardo Rivera 

College/Young Adult 
Progressive Dinner 

Friday, December 30, 2011 

5 pm meet at Damascus UMC 

 

New Yearôs Day Service 
Sunday, January 1, 2012 

10:00 am 

 

Three Kings Day Family Dance 
Friday, January 6, 2012 

6:30 pm 

 

Epiphany Sunday/College Student Sunday 
Sunday, January 8, 2012 

8:15 and 11 am services 

12:30 pm brunch for college age students 

Christmas Eve Services 
Saturday, December 24, 2011 

Family Crèche Service                                         4:00 pm 

Carols, Communion, and Candlelighting             8:00 pm 

Service of Lessons and Carols                 10:30 pm 

 

Christmas Day Service             
Sunday, December 25, 2011 

10:00 am 

 

Living Christmas Tree                       
Wednesday, December 28, 2011 

Thursday, December 29, 2011 

Dinner    6:00  pm  

Concert   8:00 pm  

Concert tickets $10 per person or $40 for family of 4 or 

more; dinner tickets $15 per person. Call 301-253-0022.   

 

 

 

òThe light shines in the  

       darkness  

          and the darkness  

       has not overcome it.ó 
                                  John 1:5 
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Young at Heart  

Annual Christmas 

Dinner  

Friday, Dec. 9 

at 6:30 pm 

The Young at Heart annual Christmas Dinner and 

Program will be held Friday, December 9 in the 

church dining hall at 6:30 p.m.  This event will defi-

nitely get you in the Christmas spirit.  Thereôll be 

caroling, our own menôs quartet and then Polly Ed-

monds Baldridge will lead us in a wonderful array of 

Christmas songs. Santa usually puts in an appear-

ance.  And the meal is a Christmas delight.   

Young at Heart activities are open to all adults asso-

ciated with the church and their relatives and friends.  

The DEADLINE for reservations is Sunday, Decem-

ber 4. The cost is $12 per person to be paid at the 

door.  Call Bob Newlin at (301) 620-8926, cell at 

(301) 717-3465 or Jacque Janss at (301) 620-7276.  

If you are contacted by a caller, you can make reser-

vations through her. 

Advent Activities   

           Hereôs your chance to 

           ñparticipateò in the  

          Christmas Spirit  . . . . 

          A Christmas Carol Sing !!!!  

 

Please join the Depro Sunday School class on Sun-

day, December 12 from 9:30 ï 10:30 a.m. in the Mu-

sic Room for our annual old-fashioned Christmas 

Carol Sing!  Led by our enthusiastic Linda Motter, 

with hopefully an accompanist on the piano!  

 Friendship  UMC   

       Christmas  Party 
 

     When:       Saturday, December 10 

     Where:      Friendship Fellowship Hall 

     What:        Potluck Dinner 

     Bring covered dish and  

        a wrapped gift, marked for 
                       male or female  ($10 or so  

                       value) for gift exchange 

      Time:    4:00 pm 

Friendship UMC 

27701 Ridge Rd., Damascus 

All are Welcome ! 

Choristers Christmas Musical 
A Tradition That  

Deserves Our Presence 

 On Sunday, December 12 at 6:30 pm the Cho-

risters will present the delightful Christmas musical, 

Prime Time Christmas in the Great Hall.  This be-

loved Christmas musical which we have performed 

twice before in our 24 years of history, is a tunefully 

jammed work about CNN (Celestial News Network) 

the day before Christmas.  Rush Rather (Jack Hem-

brough), Connie Chum (Lydia Turner-Little) and Kay 

Sera (Helena Colborn) are the ñanchorò people at the 

studio surrounded by all the folks who join in to get 

the Christmas Eve Show ñon the air.ò Rush, who is 

obsessed with time and watches, gets everyone 

ñsynchronized,ò and Connie and Kay take the report 

all around the world.  The choristers take us to the is-

lands, to England, France, the Czech Republic, Russia, 

and finally to Bethlehem where the real thing is hap-

pening. ñCameo charactersò just appear ñ all over the 

world.ò Everyone speaks about the power of the One 

Solitary Life, and Rush makes some important deci-

sions right in the studio of CNN. 

 Thanks to Gene Orndorff for set revival and a 

brand new news desk. To Ron Adams for sound and 

light; to Val Willis for her inimitable ability to scout 

out clothes; and to Katharine Williams who does an 

orchestra on a keyboard.     

 The Cherubs will also sing before the presenta-

tion of the play and we will have a ñcookie closeò at 

the end of the 50-minute program.  Childcare is pro-

vided. 

 For twenty-four years these childrenôs musi-

cals have been presented on the second Sunday of Ad-

vent.  Our children deserve your support and presence; 

so please venture out and spend some good time en-

joying one of the best evenings of the season.     
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One Most Unique Family Service on Christmas Eve 

. . . . And a Little Child Shall Lead Them   

This year at 4:00 pm Saturday, Christmas Eve we will celebrate our 

second Family Crèche  Service.  Very well received last year, the service 

celebrates all the figures of the crèche as they are presented in order with a 

carol or anthem, scripture, poem, and prayer for each figure, from the donkey 

to the Magi.  Baby Jesus will be carried down the center aisle as we all sing 

ñAway in a Manger,ò and the younger children will be invited to come for-

ward following the offering to become the surrounding ñangelic choir,ò their special halos adding ñlight and 

luster,ò and their kneeling presence bringing adoration. 

 Two-foot beautifully designed and executed crèche figures coming from the home of Linda and Danny 

Videtto, will be placed on a raised platform, and each figure will be ñunveiledò at the right moment. Barry Brat-

burd has provided the needed platforms and Kitty McNaughton Ayers has provided the decoration for the set.  

The relatively new star is hung from the center of the chancel giving its light at the appropriate moment by Ron 

Adams.      

 The Cherubs and Girl and Boy Choristers will sing six anthems as part of the inspired service.  The 

older folks will be given candles (what is typically done at the later services). The host family lights the Christ-

mas Candle, a chorister sings ñSilent Nightò in German, followed by the congregation singing ñSilent Nightò 

holding and raising lighted candles.   

 This service, rich in its tradition, allows all children in particular, to ñfeastò on the figures of what St. 

Francis of Assisi introduced in the thirteenth century, that is, the characters in the Holy Crèche in close prox-

imity to each other.  The beauty of this first service is great, the young children in particular being honored, and 

families being given a significant ñliturgy,ò work of the people, on Christmas Eve. Children can come in night 

clothes or their Christmas best for this special service.  Come early to be ready for this one hour service.  Child 

care for the very young will be provided.  

Advent Activities  (contôd) 

Something New for Our Hispanic Friends . . . . . 

Servicio Navideño 
 

On Friday, December 23, at 7:00 pm Damascus Church will open its doors to the 

Spanish speaking community for a Servicio Navideño. (Christmas Service) particu-

larly for those who cannot return to their home community in other lands.   

Our role will be to provide a hospitable welcoming place with a fellowship hour 

and appropriate refreshments at the conclusion.  Pastoral friends Rev. Eliezer Valentín-Castañón and Rev. 

Edgardo Rivera, Baltimore Washington Conference Guide and coordinator of the Conference Latino min-

istries, will plan and conduct the liturgy and service offerings.   

Two things are important:  

First, please convey to any of the Spanish speaking folks you know that this service is being offered at 

DUMC on this evening and they are welcome;  

And Secondly, please call the church office (301-253-0022) if you are willing to help with the arrange-

ments or needs.     

Letôs all help get the word out to those who could welcome such a homecoming event when they are away 

from ñhome.ò 
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Advent Activities  (conôt) 

          Remaining  
            ASCYO 
     Holiday Concerts 
    

 Sunday, December 4. 2011 at 3:00 pm 

 The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew 

15300 New Hampshire Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 

The Academy of Saint Cecilia Youth Orchestra 

The Academy of Saint Cecilia Chamber Orchestra 

The Academy of Saint Cecilia Flute Choir  
 

Friday, December 9, 2011 at 7:00 pm 

Damascus United Methodist Church, Great Hall 

9700 New Church Street, Damascus, MD 

Beginning Band and Concert Band 

The Academy of Saint Cecilia Prep Orchestra 

The Academy of Saint Cecilia Beginning Band 

The Academy of Saint Cecilia Symphonic Band 

The Academy of Saint Cecilia Concert Band 

All programs are free of charge and the public is 

invited to attend.   For more information, contact: 

Lerna May-Frandsen, Executive Director, at (301) 

821-1162 or email talenthntr@aol.com.  Check 

out our website: www.ascyo.org.  See you there!  

 

ALL ARE INVITED  

TO THE  

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

ASSEMBLY! 

Please plan to join us for the  

Sunday School Nativity 

on Sunday,  December 18
 
 

from 10:00  -  10:30 am  

in the Sanctuary! 

We will be celebrating the last Sunday of Advent  

by involving the entire Sunday School family in the  

Presentation of the Nativity.  

Come and prepare your hearts and minds for Christmas 

as the children lead us to the stable. 

 

The Habitat Wreaths  

           are Here !  
 

The Habitat Wreaths have been de-

livered and are now here for distri-

bution.   

If you ordered a wreath,  

please look for Mike Ferguson  

in the Narthex to pick yours up ! !  

A Living Nativity this Year  

Two Performances 
All are Welcome !!!  

Once again, we are excited to present the Christmas story in 

our annual Living Nativity.  Go with us as we journey back 

in time to the glorious events surrounding our Saviorõs birth.  

The story will be told through narration, music and re-

enactment of Joseph and Maryõs trip to Bethlehem, their 

stop at the infamous Inn, the birth of the Christ Child in a 

stable, the angelsõ proclamation to the shepherds in the field, 

and the visit by the Magi.  Of course, the night would not be 

complete without the presence of all the friendly beasts: 

donkeys, goats, and sheep.  Come and share this night of 

wonder and awe on Sunday evening, December 18 at 6:30 

AND 7:30 pm ON THE FRONT LAWN OF THE 

CHURCH.  Stadium seating will be provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warm refreshments will be served in the  

Great Hall after each performance.  

Advent/Christmas Schedule 

There WILL BE NO Sunday School classes or Jun-

ior Worship on Sunday, December 25, 2011 or Sun-

day, January 1, 2012. 

The entire Sunday School Team  

would like to wish everyone a  

Blessed Advent and Christmas season 

filled with the promise of hope,  

peace, joy and love ! 

There are no greater gifts than these. 

mailto:talenthntr@aol.com
http://www.ascyo.org


Advent Activities  (conôt) 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
Please note at Damascus Church  

there will be a total of three services  
held this year on Saturday, December 24, 2011. 

  

4:00 pm ~  CRECHE SERVICE  (FAMILY  SERVICE ) 

8:00 pm ~  CAROLS, COMMUNION  & C ANDLELIGHTING  

Special music 40 minutes before each service 

Pastor Edmonds preaching 

Charles Wesley Singers & String Quartet 

10:30 pm:  SERVICE  OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

WITH  COMMUNION  AND CANDLELIGHTING  

Chancel Choir & Brass 

In order to facilitate traffic for the afternoon/evening 

services, THE PARKING LOT WILL BE ONE 

WAY.   Please enter from Route 124 and exit onto Mt. 

Vernon Avenue when coming to attend the services.  

Also remember that we have additional parking at the 

Thrift Shop, and the Youth Chapel, where you can use 

the brick walkway to the main church building.  

Please enter all services through the Narthex.  AT THE 

CLOSE OF EACH SERVICE, EXIT OUT THE 

FRONT OF THE SANCTUARY by the Parlor.  Fol-

lowing these instructions will help the flow of traffic in 

and out of the Sanctuary.   

Thank you in advance for your help,  

understanding, and cooperation ! 

We Need Your Help ! !  
As some of the congregation know, preparations 

for the Christmas Eve services here at DUMC 

can be a monumental task due the large atten-

dance at all three services.  We are therefore ask-

ing for help with the following.  Please call to 

volunteer prior as soon as possible. 

For the 4:00 pm Family Services:  
* The Crèche Set needs to be placed on the chancel 

* Ushers are needed for offering & handouts 

After the 4:00 pm Family Service:  
* Sidewalk lanterns need to be put outside and lit 

* Candelabras need to be placed in the Sanctuary 

* General clean-up after the service & hymnals/

Bibles returned to the pews 

* Church service bulletins need to be gathered up 

and recycled 

For the 8:00 pm and 10:30 pm services:  
* Ushers are needed for offering & handouts 

* The Creche set needs to be placed on the altar 

* Candles need to be changed in the candelabras 

* Sidewalk lanterns need to be re-lit  

* Candles and holders need to be assembled and  

* distributed 

* General clean-up & hymnals/Bibles returned to 

the pews 

* Church service bulletins need to be gathered up 

and recycled 

After the 10:30 pm service:  
* Outside lanterns need to be brought inside to the 

parlor lobby 

* General clean-up & hymnals/Bibles returned to 

the 

      pews 

If you feel you would be able to help with any of 

the above volunteer duties for Christmas Eve, 

please contact: 

Ĕ  For 4:00 pm service, and helping  

      between the 4:00 & 8:00 pm service,  

      Jane Webb at 240-620-6920. 

Ĕ  For 8:00 pm service, Gary Richard at  

      301-253-2287. 

Ĕ  For the 10:30 pm service, Donna Feuillet  

      at 301-253-6461. 
 

The Pastors and Office Staff  thank you  
for your support  

Christmas Day Service 
Sunday, December 25th  

 

7:00 am  ~ CRÈCHE SERVICE 

Friendship United Methodist Church 

27701 Ridge Road, Damascus 
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Finance Committee Report 

 

Last month we reported on the Tithes and Offerings of unrestricted giving that we have received this year up 

through October, and we talked about the need for a return to the generous giving levels as occurred at the be-

ginning of this year.   

The concern that we have had is illustrated in the graph below that shows a comparison of the giving this year 

compared to last year.  A significant decrease in giving started in August and continued unexpectedly through 

October.   

To raise awareness in the congregation of our stewardship needs, the Finance Committee requested that we 

have a Stewardship Moment in the Sunday services.   

Our November giving is now known and the good news is that our giving was $65,460, up by $700 from a year 

ago.  The combined giving last year in the months of November and December was $180,000.   

However, we must dedicate ourselves to continue the tradition at Damascus of being extra generous in the 

month of December.  Giving this month would need to be $115,000 if we are to match that, and by so doing we 

will be able to meet our budget.   

As has been emphasized in our Stewardship Moments, achieving that will enable us to continue our ministries 

and the staffing that supports them through the coming year.  May each of us, in this Advent Season, be as gen-

erous as we are able. 
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Tithes and Offerings

Finance  

Have you considered  

e-Giving? 

Through the e-Giving program you can elect to submit your offering to the church electronically.  We have 

two options: bi-weekly or monthly.  The funds will be deducted from your checking or savings account 

automatically, versus having to remember to bring your checkbook and envelope with you to church.  You 

may get an authorization form from the church office, or on the website under òResources, E-giving, then 

either fill out the contact information or click on òDownload a Form.ó 

If you have any questions about this program, please contact Debbie Benson at 301-253-0022, ext. 106 or 

dumc_finance@verizon.net. 
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Poinsettias for Christmas 
The Damascus United Methodist Church is offering members of the con-

gregation the opportunity to order  poinsettias to help decorate our Sanctu-

ary at Christmas time.   Flowers may be placed in honor of OR in memory 

of loved ones. Each plant is $10.00 and comes in a 6ò pot with 5 ï 7 

blooms, in your choice of red, pink, or white (there is a limited supply of pink & white). 

Please fill out the form below and include your payment when placing your order.  Checks 

should be made payable to DUMC.   

Completed forms and payments can be turned in to the church office or mailed to: 

Damascus United Methodist Church 

Attn:  Linda Stastny 

9700 New Church Street 

Damascus, MD  20872 

Deadline for placing orders is Sunday, December 11, 2011. 

Please complete order form shown below 

########################  

Poinsettia Order Form 

Name: ___________________________________________________________   

Phone: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Number of Poinsettias:    ________Red    _______Pink    ______White 

 

                      Total Cost @ $10.00 each ____________ 

 

In Honor of: 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Memory of: 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Disposition of flowers (check one): 

  ______    I will pick up my flowers following the 11:00 a.m. worship service on Dec. 18. 

  ______    The flowers may be delivered to an ñextra-special person.ò 
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Mark Your Calendars!  
 

The UMYFO Committee will NOT  

meet in the month of December,  

but will meet on  

Wednesday, January 11, 2012  

at 6:30 pm in the Sacristy. 

Please mark your calendars now. 

Thanks ! ! 

Living Christmas Dinners  

Youth Fundraising Opportunities  
Wednesday and Thursday  

December 28 & 29 

These are two evenings filled with wonderful music 

and food. Dinners are served at 6 pm in the Dining 

Hall before each performance, and they are a fundrais-

ing event for the youth.  

Youth and their families are needed to set up, help in 

the kitchen and serve these meals. Help is also needed 

on the 27th for preparation set-up ahead of time.  Youth 

will earn $7.00 per hour for their youth accounts, and 

any adult help will be considered ñvolunteering.ò  

These are big events, enjoyed by many in the church 

and community, as well as an opportunity for youth 

to earn credits towards their Summer Tour to Can-

ada next year.  We are depending on the youth to help 

make these dinners successful. Please contact Jane 

Webb at great.jane@verizon.net or 301-253-0022, ext. 

#101 to volunteer. 

Youth/Young Adults  

ATTN:  Host homes and 

Drivers still needed ! ! 
 

We are still in need of some host homes for the Progres-

sive Dinners NEXT WEEKEND,  December 10, as fol-

lows: 

Middle School:  Home for Soup 

High School:  Home for Main Course 

College/Young Adults:  Home for Main Course  

    & Dessert (For Friday, Dec. 30) 
 

ALSO NEEDED:  Drivers for the youth to be trans-

ported from home to home. 

Please, please, PLEASE call Jane Webb # 301-253-

0022, ext. #101 or great.jane@verizon.net to volunteer 

to host or help transport our youth for this event. 
 

For this to be another big success, we NEED PAR-

ENTS TO PARTICIPATE.   If you truly cannot host a 

course, please consider making a dessert and delivering 

it that evening.   

Living Nativity ï December 19 

Once again, the Youth are excited to present the 

Christmas story in our annual Living Nativity.  

Journey back in time with us as we celebrate the 

glorious events surrounding our Saviorôs birth.  

There will be 2 performances again this year at 

6:30 and 7:30 p.m. ON THE FRONT LAWN OF 

THE CHURCH . 

YOUTH:  If you would like to participate in the 

Living Nativity please contact Susan James at    

scjames111@aol.com or 301-641-2730.  There 

will be a rehearsal on Friday, December 167h from 

5:00 - 7:00 pm. 

January 8, 2012  

is College/Young Adult Sunday 

During this holiday season, we welcome back our 

college students and other young adults who have 

returned home to be with their families and friends 

for the holidays.  It is also our pleasure to give them 

the opportunity to participate fully in Sunday wor-

ship services.   

Traditionally, the Sunday after Christmas has been 

this special day. Since this year that date is the 

morning after New Yearôs Eve, weôve decided to 

delay College/Young Adult Sunday until January 

8th.   

We invite our young adults to share in the music, 

liturgy, and preaching at both services here at Da-

mascus UMC.   

If you are a young adult, or one who is home for 

Winter Break from college, or just visiting with the 

family during the holidays, please contact Mrs. 

Constantinides at 301-651-1178 or 

suehcon@yahoo.com. to sign up to participate. 
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Youth Winter Retreat  

January 27  -  29, 2012 

Mark your calendars for the 2012 Winter Retreat ! !   

 
Our theme for this year will be, Power of One.  At this yearôs retreat at West River 

we will be remembering who God called us to be.   Remembering our identity in 

Christ when we move as one can make incredible things happen.   

  Activity 1:  One Heart (the Great Commandment) 

  Activity 2:  One Passion (the Least of These) 

  Activity 3:  One Focus (the Great Commission) 

  Activity 4:  One Church (the Big Picture)  

The weekend will also be filled with many adventures including fellowship, games, 

fun, food and of course, the Talent Show!   Look for more information within the 

next few weeks that will be mailed out to all the youth of the church.  

 And remember  . . . friends are welcome  . . . . so start texting your buddies !!! 

NEW Small Group 
forming for  

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
GIRLS!  

 

Are you wishing you had a 
small group of friends to 

meet with on a bi- weekly basis? Would it be help-
ful to have a safe place to share your thoughts and 
feelings about school, family, friends, and God? 
No one can understand you better than those that 
are going through the same stage as you are. The 
middle school years can be full of fun, but it is a 
time of great change too. Consider joining this 
new group that is being formed just for you. For 
more information, contact Ashley Lewis at 301-
633- 8188 or by email at ashlewis74@yahoo.com. 

Youth Blend Café Now Includes  

Contemporary Worship  
 

  9:30 ï  9:45 a.m.     Praise Band leads praise songs 

  9:45 ï  9:50 a.m.     Prayer including joys and concerns 

  9:50 ï 10:00 a.m.    The ñTalkò led by a high school youth 

10:00 ï 10:10 a.m.    Praise Band leads praise songs 

10:10 ï 10:30 a.m.    Age-level discussion groups 

During the Contemporary Worship, drinks and breakfast 

foods are available for all. The Talk is being led by a ro-

tating schedule of high school youth. Each age-level dis-

cussion group will be facilitated by adults. Thanks be to 

God for all of the people who have answered Godôs call 

to use their gifts and graces in this inviting way. Any 

q u e s t i o n s ?  C o n t a c t  P a s t o r  L i n d a  a t 

linda.motter@verizon.net or (301) 253-0022,  Ext. 104. 

Youth/Young Adults (contôd) 

Youth Fundraiser Ink Jet Cartridges  

Keep Bringing them in! 

Did you know that used toner/inkjet cartridges create over 18 million pounds of non-biodegradable 

waste in the U.S. each year? With this in mind, the DUMC youth are continuing to collect car-

tridges to recycle. This long-term project will allow us to raise funds for the Youth Activities, while keeping our 

environment in mind. Please deposit any used inkjet, fax, or laser cartridges in the collection box located in the 

Narthex or the church office. Note:  WE ARE UNABLE TO RECYCLE EPSON PRODUCTS OR XEROX 

DRUMS.  This also supports the churchôs mission  ñServe God, Save the Planetò by 

eliminating waste through recycling.  Thank you for your support.   
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Dinner Volunteers Wanted 

We need your support ! 
 

Since September of last year Pam Nehring has 

been gracious enough to volunteer as our Youth 

Dinner coordinator.  So she has been recruiting 

and setting up people for our Sunday evening 

youth dinners for over a year now !! 

It would be great to have some ñnewò par-

ents volunteer, that havenôt had the opportu-

nity to help out in the past.  We all lead busy 

lives but remember, many hands makes 

lighter work for all.  

If you are able and willing to help provide a din-

ner for the youth please email Pam at pam-

ela.nehring@gmail.com or give her a call at 301

-253-4129. 

                                                                                          

                   Youth Progressive Dinners  
             are Saturday, December 17 !  

During the Christmas holidays, the Youth really look forward to  

traveling together from house to house to fellowship and EAT ! !  

The courses enjoyed are appetizers, soup, salad, the main course,  

and don't forget DESSERT ! !  We will meet this year on Saturday,  

December 17 at the church at 4:45 pm, organize by middle and high school, and begin our adventure by 5:00 

pm.   

To volunteer for this night of fun and fellowship for our youth, please contact Jane Webb at 

great.jane@verizon.net or 301-253-0022, ext. #101.   

College -  

Young Adult  

Progressive  

Dinner  

On Friday, December 

30 the college and 

young adults will be 

having their Christmas Progressive Dinner.  We 

meet in the church parking lot at 5:00 pm.  We 

are looking forward to seeing everyone home 

from school and having this great time to get 

together to see one another.  Any questions, or 

if you would like to provide food, contact Jane 

Webb at 301 -253-0022, ext. #101 or 

great.jane@verizon.net.  

 

Attention all 6 th ï 12th graders 

Do you wanna play  

Basketball this year ??? 

DUMC has in previous years had 

several basketball teams during 

the winter season that play in the 

local Damascus area.  In order to 

have a successful season, it 

would help if we know how 

many of our youth are interested 

in playing for the 2011/2012 win-

ter season.   

Games will start the first week of 

January with open gym at Damascus High School 

on Friday evenings from 9:00-10:30 pm starting De-

cember 9, 2011. 

If you are interested in playing this year, please con-

tact one of the following persons: 

For the 6 & 7 grade team:   Need Volunteer Coach 

           Please call Church Office 

For the 8 & 9 grade team:   Need Volunteer Coach 

           Please call Church Office 

For the 10-12 grade team:   Blake MacDonald 

           301-661-0722 or 

           bam1402@ aol.com 

See you on the court !!!!! 
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Youth/Young Adults (contôd) 



 

Youth Activities  -  December 2011 
   

Sunday, December 4: 

  8:00 am         Gathering time for CW Singers for  

  8:15 am service 

  9:30 am Youth Blend Café  -  Youth Chapel 

  9:45 am   Sunday School  -  Youth Chapel 

11:00 am CWS Sing for service 

  2:00 pm Youth gather to depart for St. Cecilia 

  Concert in Silver Spring 

  3:00 pm St. Cecilia Concert begins at The 

  Luthern Church of St. Andrew, 

  Silver Spring. 

  5:30 pm Following concert youth to gather to  

  carpool to Olney for dinner. 

  6:00 pm Youth to eat at Cheeburger Cheeburger 

  in Olney on way home from St. Cecilia 

  Concert in Silver Spring. 

  8:00 pm Return to DUMC parking lot  (approx.  

  return time) 

Monday, December 5: 

NO Confirmation Classes IN DECEMBER  

Classes will start again on January 9, 2012 

Wednesday, December 7: 

5:45 pm Wonderful Wednesday Dinner  -  DH 

6:30 pm A Christian Visitor from Bethlehem 

Friday, December 9: 

7:00 pm St. Cecilia Beginning Band and 

             Concert Band Performance - GH 

9:00  -  10:30 pm   Open Gym for Basketball at DHS 

Sunday, December 11: 

8:00 am          Gathering time for CW Singers for  

  8:15 am service 

9:30 am Youth Blend Café  -  Youth Chapel 

9:45 am   Sunday School  -  Youth Chapel 

5:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers  -  MR 

6:00 pm           Youth Dinner -  Dining Hall   

6:30 pm Childrenôs Christmas Play  -  GH 

  Prime Time Christmas 

Wednesday, December 14: 

5:45 pm Wonderful Wednesday Dinner  -  DH 

Friday, December 16: 

5:00  -    7:00 pm   Living Nativity Rehearsal (lawn) 

9:00  -  10:30 pm   Open Gym for Basketball at DHS 

Saturday, December 17: 

2:00  -  5:00 pm     Living Christmas Tree Rehear  -  GH 

4:45 pm      Middle and High SchoolYouth to gather  

        at DUMC to depart for Progressive Dinners. 

 Sunday, December 18: 

8:00 am      Gathering time for CW Singers for  

        8:15 am service 

9:30 am      Youth Blend Café  -  Youth Chapel 

9:45 am      Sunday School  -  Youth Chapel 

5:00 pm      Charles Wesley Singers  -  MR 

6:00 pm      Pizza Dinner  -  DH 

6:30 pm      First Living Nativity Perfor.  (Front Lawn) 

7:30 pm      Second Living Nativity Performance (FL) 

Wednesday, December 21: 

5:45 pm      Wonderful Wednesday Dinner  -  DH 

Friday, December 23: 

9:00  -  10:30 pm   Open Gym for Basketball at DHS 

Friday, December 24:   Christmas Eve 

7:15 pm      CW singers arrive to prepare for  

        8:00 pm service 

8:00 pm      Candlelight Service with Carols, 

        Communion & Candlelighting 

                   CW Singers & Strings 

Sunday, December 25:   Christmas Day 

9:40 am      Gathering time for CW Singers for  

        10:00 am service 

9:30 am      NO Youth Blend Café  TODAY  

9:45 am      NO Sunday School Classes TODAY  

5:00 pm      NO Charles Wesley Singers TODAY  

6:00 pm      NO YOUTH DINNER OR  

        EVENING YOUTH ACTIVITY  

Tuesday, December 27: 

7:00 pm      Living Christmas Tree Rehearsal 

Wednesday, December 28: 

6:00 pm      Living Christmas Tree Dinner (DH) 

8:00 pm      Living Christmas Tree Concert  (Sanc) 

Thursday, Dec. 29:  

6:00 pm      Living Christmas Tree Dinner (DH) 

8:00 pm      Living Christmas Tree Concert  (Sanc) 

Friday Dec. 30: 

4:45 pm      College/Young Adults gather at DUMC to 

        depart for Progressive Dinner 

9:00  -  10:30 pm   Open Gym for Basketball at DHS 

 

Sunday, January 1:   New Yearôs Day 

9:40 am      Gathering time for CW Singers for  

        10:00 am service 

9:30 am      NO Youth Blend Café  TODAY  

9:45 am      NO Sunday School Classes TODAY  

5:00 pm      NO Charles Wesley Singers TODAY  

6:00 pm      NO YOUTH DINNER OR EVENING 

        YOUTH ACTIVITY  
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Worship Arts 

 

Colorful Hands of Jesus 
 Calling all puppeteers in 3rd to 6th grades ð recruiting continues and rehearsals will resume in January 2012 on 
Wednesdays at 4 pm in the Great Hall. Contact Crystal Rice at crystalrice81@gmail.com for more information.  
 

Puppets, InC Interactive 
 After a wonderful debut on Reformation Sunday in October, this ensemble will return to worship on Dec. 18 to 
share a special Christmas message. Rehearsal is at 5 pm on Wednesdays. For more information, contact Nancy Lacy by text 
or phone at 240-672-4102. Come with open minds and your imagination! 
 

Cherubs 
 Cherubs are rehearsing on Wednesdays at 4 pm in the Great Hall with director Katherine Williams in preparation 
for several appearances during the Advent/Christmas season. 
 

Girl and Boy Choristers  
 Rehearsals for the Prime Time Christmas musical, Christmas Eve 4 pm Family Crèche Service, and Living Christmas 
Tree concerts have begun. For additional information, see Pastor Walt Edmonds or Katherine Williams. Practice is on 
Wednesday nights at 5 pm. Technical week for Prime Time Christmas is December 5-8 with daily rehearsals from 4 ð 6 pm. 
 

Charles Wesley Singers 

 Rehearsals for CWS are Sunday nights at 5 pm before youth activities. All youth are encouraged to attend and sing 
for the 8:15 am services. Charles Wesley Singers and alumni lead the 8 pm service on Christmas Eve. 
 

Chancel Choir 
 In addition to Sunday morning anthems, the Chancel Choir is preparing a special Service of Christmas Lessons and 
Carols for the 10:30 pm Christmas Eve Service this year. Practice is on Wednesdays at 7:30 pm. 
 

Living Christmas Tree Choir 
 Rehearsals for the Living Christmas Tree are every Wednesday at 8:15 pm in the choir room. Concerts are sched-
uled for Wednesday, December 28, and Thursday, December 29, at 8 pm. All singers are encouraged to join. Choral/
orchestra rehearsals are scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 17, from 2-5 pm, and Tuesday, Dec. 27, at 7 pm. 
 

Inspiration Ringers 
 After playing in worship on Dec. 4, Inspiration Ringers will continue 6:30 pm rehearsals on Wednesdays through 
Dec. 21. The ensemble may accompany the Girl and Boy Choristers at the 4 pm Christmas Eve Family Créche Service. Stu-
dents in 3rd grade or above contact director Tom Baldridge (301-482-1169) or assistant director Madison Bowe (301-253-
9477) to join in the fun.  
 

Youth Handbells  

 Youth Handbells share in worship on Dec. 11 and then will resume Sunday rehearsals at 4 pm on Sunday, January 8.  
 

Ring of Joy 
 Ring of Joy will share in worship on Sunday, Dec. 18, and then will resume 7:30 pm Monday night rehearsals on 
January 9. Interested adult ringers are invited to join in the new year! 

 

Worship Arts Ministry  
Ensemble News 

 

DECEMBER 
2011 

  

Damascus United Methodist Church Worship Arts Ministry 

       

Rooted In Faith: Be Filled and Be Fruitful 
 

Polly Edmonds Baldridge, Director of Music 
240-750-8287 cell/text 

redheaders@verizon.net 
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Damascus United Methodist  

Women News 

 

 

 

Upcoming Circle Meetings 

The Susanna Wesley Circle  

will meet Monday,  

December 12, 2011 @ 10:00 am 

in the DUMC Dining Hall, to wrap gifts, etc. 
 

The Esther Joy Circle will  

NOT MEET IN THE month of December.  

The WWJD Circle 

Activity to be determined. 

Other Important Upcoming Dates: 

Tuesday, Dec. 13:  Lionôs Christmas Dinner.  We 

need help to set-up, cook, and serve and clean-up.  

Also we need lots of desserts.  This is a huge event 

and we can use all the help we can get. 

Church Ministries  

 

Come join the  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Friday,  December 16 

at 12:30 pm  
in the Church Annex 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry is a 

creative way to combine the love of knitting 

and/or crocheting with ministry to people in 

need of comfort. The shawls we make offer tan-

gible evidence of Godôs love to each recipient. 

This would also be a great opportunity to learn 

how to knit or crochet ï the basic shawl pattern 

is very simple to learn. 

If you want to learn more, please call Cathy   

Heinbaugh at 301-253-0742 or email her at 

cheinbaugh@comcast.net.  We hope to see you 

there! 

And let us consider how we may spur one another 

on toward love and good deeds.     

Hebrews 10:24 

EARTH ANGELS 
 

They can provide short-term assistance by: 

 Providing transportation to appointments.  Doing yard work. 

 Picking up prescriptions.     Helping with household chores. 

 Dropping off baked goods.    Shopping. 

 Making a meal.      Calling to check in on your welfare. 

 Making a caring visit.  

We even have an Earth Angel who is available for those crises that happen in the middle of the night! 

Contact Pam Richardson Colborn by e-mail at pjcolborn@comcast.net or call/text her at 301-524-5223.   

 
 

If you would like to SERVE as an Earth Angel, contact Pam. We would love this group to grow into 

a grand Angel Band! You volunteer for what works for you on a short-term basis. The level of time 

and commitment is up to you.  Come serve God by serving others! 

Do you need some temporary help while recovering from surgery or illness? Could you use an extra hand 

while you navigate through a life transition, crisis, or recent loss?  If so, contact . . .  

T H E  B E A C O N  1 5  

mailto:pjcolborn@comcast.net


Church Ministries (contôd) 
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12 million people caught in Africa food crisis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Sunday School classes want to raise money to send to Africa to help the 

people with their most important needs of: Water, Food, and Shelter.  We 

would like your help too.  Please help a student raise money for this famine re-

lief mission project.  Encourage our children to experience helping others by do-

ing chores or special tasks in order to earn the money for the project.  Perhaps 

you can have a student rake leaves, learn a Bible verse, or sing a song!   

  
Our mission project will run through December, ending on December 25, 2011.    

Donations can be made by check to DUMC with the annotation of ñSunday 

School Mission Project.ò 
  

Any questions?  Please contact Cathy Scarbrough at (301) 972-6844 or  

Pastor Linda Motter (301) 253-0022.  God bless you and thank you. 



Church Ministries (contôd) 

CALLING ALL  

WALKERS!!!  
Enjoy the chill in the air, and join us for some invigo-

rating walking! If you want to continue or renew your 

walking habit or start a new one with other members 

from dumc, call or email    Lynn Gruner. 301-253-

5017/ grunerly@verizon.net. 

ñThe Lord before whom I have walked faithfully, will 

send his angel with you and make your journey a success.ò   Genesis 24:40a 

  

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR  
SINGLES  

FELLOWSHIP  
DECEMBER EVENT  

 
 
  

WHAT:      BOWLING AND/OR LUNCH  

  

WHEN:      SATURDAY, DEC. 10, 2011  

  

WHERE:    MT. AIRY BOWLING LANES  
                CENTER STREET 

                MT. AIRY, MD   21771  

  
COST:       $4.50 PER GAME, $2.50  

  

 FOR MORE INFORMATION,  
CONTACT MYRA AT  

singlesfellowshipministry @verizon .net  

or home at 301 -482 -1316  
or cell 301 -717 -1936.  

  

Please RSVP by December 5, 2011  
  

TIME-OUT 

for  

MOMS & 

DADS 
For those in the depths of hands-on parenting, come 

on over to the downstairs of the annex and join us for 
a breather, a cup of coffee, some fellowship and sup-
port, as we share the challenges and joys of raising a 

Christian family.  
 

Childcare is available in the DUMC nursery.  

This is a time for you to be child-free with other parents. 

 Think of it as great self-care so you can be an  

even better parent than you already are. 

We meet weekly on 

Wednesdays from 10:00 ð 11:30 am. 

Pam Richardson Colborn, DUMCõs Associate of Pastoral 

Care and Small Groups Coordinator is getting this open 

group off to its start this fall. Be sure to give her a call 

with your childcare needs prior to the gathering 

time. Pam can be reached at pjcolborn@comcast.net or 

call/text her at 301-524-5223.   
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Volunteers Needed 

Mercy Health Clinic is a free, volunteer medical clinic that serves the uninsured, low income residents of 

Montgomery County.  There is always a need for all kinds of volunteers, but right now our greatest need 

is for nurses and for non-medical volunteers who can speak Spanish.  If you would be willing to work six 

to twelve hours a month at the Clinic or would like to visit the Clinic to know more about its operation, 

please call Shawna Green 240-773-0307.  The Clinic is located a block from the Motor Vehicle Admini-

stration in Gaithersburg. 

At some point in our lives, many of us have experienced holidays during times when we were unable to feel 

joy and excitement or to feel much of anything that felt pleasant.  We may have been experiencing the loss of a 

loved one; the exhaustion of taking care of someone who was seriously ill and/or dying, the break-up of a fam-

ily, the absence of even belonging to a family, the loss of good health, or the loss of a job or of financial secu-

rity.  There are so many experiences in life that can impact us in this way.  If you have experienced this type of 

despair, you may remember being surrounded by people seemingly able to smile, laugh, and thoroughly enjoy 

the richness and joy of the holiday season.  These people have places to go and people to see ï joyfully.  They 

do not feel like hiding from the parties or the social events.  They laugh and sing happily at parties and at 

church.  They shop for gifts and plan menus with glee.  They worship with a glad heart and do not appear to 

feel forsaken and abandoned by God.  Those of us who have experienced the holiday season in despair may 

even wonder how we ever survived. 

As we embark upon the advent of this holiday season, Iôd like to share some words of wisdom that may help 

you to help others who may be feeling despair during the holidays.  In his book, Donôt Sing Songs to a Heavy 

Heart, Rev. Kenneth C. Haugk, co-creator of the Stephen Ministries, writes: 

 How can you demonstrate acceptance of a personôs bad news? 

 Meet the person where he or she is.  Wherever the suffering person isðthe pain level, feeling level, 

struggling level, sadness levelðthatôs where you need to be.  Trying to move your interaction with a 

hurting person to any other level is merely singing songs to a heavy heart. 

Focus on the here and now rather than the there and then.  One woman said that she felt accepted be-

cause the person who talked with her ómet with me in that moment, not in the future.ô Itôs a waste of 

time and breath to tell a hurting individual, óYou will feel better as time goes on.ô  The person is hurt-

ing right now and probably canôt see beyond this momentôs pain.  Keep your focus on the present and 

on the pain. 

Acknowledge the feelings.  The dominant part of a hurting personôs framework is the set of mostly nega-

tive feelings swirling around inside.  Respond to that individual in a feeling way rather than an intellec-

tual way.  When one woman was overwhelmed with grief at her loss, she said, óOne of the most helpful 

things anyone said to me was that I would undoubtedly have all manner of thoughts and feelings, some 

of which would seem terrible to me, but that I should just accept them and not bother with guilt.ô 

The results of such acceptance are little short of miraculous. This is the sunshine of agape love, and it cre-

ates a warm, safe place where comfort can grow in the other person. 

In closing, please hear the words of Mattie T. J. Stepanek, ñThough in darkness you will be led to light, even if 

it seems you have lost your way completely.ò 

_______________________________ 

Haugk, Kenneth C., 5ƻƴΩǘ {ƛƴƎ {ƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŀ IŜŀǾȅ IŜŀǊǘ:  (St. Louis:  Stephen Ministries), pages 133-134. 

Stepanek, Mattie J. T. Foundation E-Peace Update ς November 2011, www.mattieonline.  

http://www.mattieonline


Missions  

                   

Between Cultures Update 
 

The heavy rains have stopped in Nicaragua, gracias a 

Dios! The aftereffects are still being felt around Nicara-

gua, with several temporary shelters set up for the fami-

lies who suffered losses. Many of the farmers in La 

Danta have lost half of their crop or more that they will 

harvest early next year. We have made the suggestion to 

Friends of Between Cultures to begin thinking of fund-

raisers for the spring of next year, because in the time between the first and second planting food will be 

scarce for them.  

Thanks to the very successful jewelry sale headed by Kim Ferguson, enough funds were raised to finish the 

church building in La Danta. The fourth installment of the project includes finishing the roof, installing elec-

tricity, and building iron windows and doors. La Danta hopes to receive a delegation from DUMC next year 

to inaugurate the church.  

We also look forward to celebrating Christmas, elementary and high school graduations, and the end of an-

other year of work with La Danta on December 19th and 20th. We will be taking out something sweet to 

share with the members of the community as we celebrate in a church service together with them. 

We hope everyone has a very merry Christmas filled with the love and overwhelming spirit of Christ, 

Amanda, Memo, and Eduardo 

MISSIONS UPDATE ï December 2011 

The Missions Committee would like to extend its sincerest thanks to everyone who participated in the wor-

ship service for Missions Sunday on October 9th and to those who undertook some form of missions work for 

ñChange the Worldò weekend.  What a wonderful celebration of all forms of mission work both here at 

home at DUMC, and throughout the Baltimore-Washington Conference of the United Methodist Church!  

Together we can accomplish great things! 

The DUMC Missions Team has met each month for many years and is currently headed by Cheryl & Norm 

Minekime who will be stepping down as co-leaders at the end of December.  The committee is now earnestly 

in need of some ñnew blood,ò to suggest new ideas and work on existing areas of Missions.   

The committee continues to support and grow its current mission projects.   This includes Native American 

Sunday, Mission Awareness Sunday, our Nicaraguan relationship Between Cultures, Habitat for Humanity, 

the Summer Youth Mission Tours, Meals on Wheels (run by our beloved Pam Rust), Faith Connections & 

Damascus HELP (a local organization serving the needy in the community), Harwood House Thrift Shop, 

Healthy Choices (a local program providing life skills and assistance to individuals in the community), Sun-

day School programs (such as the present drive to help with the African food crisis), Equity Emporium (a 

fair-trade shop run by Cindy Fulton), the Ethiopian Medicine Box (coordinated by Kolash Belete) and Vol-

unteers in Mission (coordinates various mission trips to different locations throughout the US and the 

world).  As you can see, there are many missions to choose from!!! 

Please, please prayerfully consider becoming a part of our team and helping out in your area of interest.   Re-

member, even one person can make a difference!   

The committee typically meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm in the church Annex, lower 

level however there will not be any meeting in December due to the holidays. 
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The Board of Child Care serves more than 1,000 children and families in Maryland, West Virginia and the 
District of Columbia annually who have suffered abuse, neglect, crisis and trauma. Through 
their residential child welfare programs and community -based programs, the Board of Child 
Care helps the children and families regain hope in the future and power in their present 

lives.  

But this work cannot be done alone. The Board of Child Care needs you to help.  

Please make a donation to the Board of Child Care, if at all possible.  You may give online 
via http://boardofchildcare.org/help/donate.php  or you can mail a check payable to Board 

of Child Care  to this address:  

Board of Child Care, Attn: Finance Department  

3300 Gaither Road, Baltimore, MD 21244   

Thank you and God bless you! 
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Missions (contôd) 

Have you started your Christmas Shopping ? ? ? 

Consider one of the many items available here at DUMC to meet your gift giving needs 
 

 Between Cultures offers a beautiful gift card for you to mail informing your recipient that a donation has 

been made, in their honor, towards the organizationsô future goals.  Any donation amount accepted.  

Contact Kathy Jones to make arrangements at kathyjones@mris.com or 301-580-4591. 

Living Christmas Tree Event, December 28 & 29.  Tickets to this concert make a wonderful Christmas 

Gift and help us to participate in the on-going ñ10 days of Christmas.ò   Dinner tickets are also avail-

able for each night.  Cost of dinner is $15 per person; Concert is $10 per person, for family of four or 

more a cap of $40.  Tickets are available for sale either after the Sunday worship services, in the 

church office, or order form is on page #22 of this Beacon 

All Good Gifts CD, favorite music and anthems recorded by DUMCôs Worship Arts Ministry.  Cost, $10. 

 Available in the church office. 

Christ Is All To Me, the beautiful collection of music and song recorded by Polly Edmonds Baldridge and 

Walter G. Edmonds.  Cost, $10.  Available in the church office. 

Equity Emporium, a Fair Trade Shop run by our own Cindy Fulton.   Contact Cindy directly to either 

make an appointment to stop by and shop or schedule a home party, special events or fundraiser.  

Cindy can be reached at 240-338-2081. 

Organ Renovation Campaign.  Donations in any amount can be made at any time in memory or honor of 

individual persons.  Acknowledgement cards are available to include with your personal Christmas 

cards.  Contact Jane Clarke at Jane.Clarke@bioreliance.com, or  301-253-4913. 

Amazon.com.  Donôt forget to go through the DUMC link on our website homepage to purchase any 

items from Amazon.  The DUMC youth program earns a percent on all purchases made through this 

link with no additional cost to you.  If you need help with making purchases on-line, or with the web-

http://boardofchildcare.org/help/donate.php
mailto:[mailto:Jane.Clarke@bioreliance.com]
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Thank Youôs 
Advent Workshop Thank You! 

A BIG thanks to everyone involved in this yearôs Advent 

workshop! Mickey Cochran provided a fun lunch before-

hand and we had some wonderful workers helping the 

kids with their crafts. Thank you to the Najaka family, 

Cindy Naugle, Polly Baldridge, Deborah Bowe, Madison 

& Charlotte Bowe, Celia Hembrough & Sydney Fen-

nington, Don Cosman and Isaac, Kim Fennington, Sue 

Constantinides & Jack Hembrough, Kathy Switzer and 

Yvette & Chris Peloquin for heading up the crafting ta-

bles. Thanks also go to Katherine Williams, Scott, David 

& Todd Hembrough and Martin Carr for cutting greens 

and Kitty McNaughton for helping at the wreath table. A 

special thanks to Lisa Marshall for helping set-up our 

spaces, Deborah Bowe and Polly Baldridge for their be-

hind the scenes help and all those who helped clean up 

after the fun afternoon! 

       Wendy Hembrough 

Family Life Committee 

Thank You Bazaar Volunteers  

from Pat Quinn 
I would like to thank each of these  

wonderful people for making our 2011     

bazaar such a success,  

and giving of your time and talents! 
  

Arts & Crafts :                                                             
Bobbye Kudzma    

Penny Weeda                                                                     

Mandy Sellers                                                                     

Sara  Sellars                                                                        

Cathy Heinbaugh   

Harriet Gladhill 

Deborah Bowe 

Liz Vanderham 

Bernardine Beall 
 

Bake Table: 
Tina Soule 

Mary Lou Leishear 

Sandy Cole 

Marilyn Kinsey 

Mary Taylor 
 

Country Store:                                                          
Pennie Adams                                                                   

Ron Adams                                                                        

Meghan Adams 

Val Willis 

Tori Willis 
 

Silent Auction: 
Hazel Strahorn 

Pat Kees 
 

Dried Flowers:                                                          
Pat Tregoning                                                                   

Ruby Hyatt                                                                        

Julie Braden                                                                      

Gwen Martin 
 

Kidôs Kornor: 
Cathy Scarbrough 

Julia Beall 

Kelsey Najaka 

I want to thank all my Damascus church friends who visited, sent cards, flowers, gifts  and, phone calls 

while I was in the hospital recuperating from a knee replacement surgery.  The prayers and concerns were 

greatly appreciated.  It's a comfort to know we can count on each other through whatever life brings. Thanks 

be to GOD. 

                               - Earl Patrick 

Dear Members, and Friends, 

The family of Dennis Hough want to thank you for your 

prayers and love you gave us during Dennisô illness, our 

move and his passing. 

Thank you to the ministers and office staff  for  your 

help with his memorial service.  The wonderful lunch-

eon was appreciated by all. 

It is comforting to know that your love, prayers and 

support were there as we celebrated his life. 

Dennis quietly cared about his family, friends, commu-

nity and church.  We were all blessed to have had him 

in our lives.  Thank you again to the DUMC community 

and God bless you.                    

Lea Hough 

Dear DUMC friends and members, 

Words cannot express the gratitude both Miel and I feel 

for all the love and care giving we have received over 

the recent months.   Starting with Mielôs fall, surgery, 

and recovery and now my recent procedure we have 

experienced a huge fulfillment of support from every-

one. 

Thank you all for your kind thoughts, prayers, cards, 

food, & flowers.   All has been greatly appreciated. 

Love,  Mary Emma & Miel Linthicum  



A Living Christmas Tree 
An evening of carols with chorus and orchestra 

Presented by Damascus UMC Worship Arts Ministry 

Come join us and bring your friends and neighbors for this wonderful Damascus 
UMC Christmas tradition.  This yearôs performances will be on Wednesday, De-
cember 28, at 8:00 pm and Thursday, December 29, at 8:00 pm.  

As we celebrate the light of Christ entering and illumining our world, the Tree 
choir, Girl and Boy Choristers, and orchestra will share First Light, Break Forth 
O Beauteous Heavenly Light, Candlelight Carol, the Moravian tune Morning 
Star, and other old and new favorites. In the words of John 1:5,ñThe light shines 
in darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.ò The evening includes congre-
gational singing and features new orchestrations written by Stephen Kalnoske and 
Doug Benson.  Childcare will be available during the concert only.  A Was- 

      sail Reception will follow the concerts each night in the Great Hall. 
 

Come experience the true beauty, warmth and 
 joy of the Christmas season. 

Make your reservations early for this special celebration !  

Spon- sorship Information 

  Gold ornaments      -   $100 donations are ñBenefactors,ò and will be given four concert tickets 

           Red ornaments       -     $75 donations are ñPatrons,ò three concert tickets 

            Green ornaments    -     $50 donations are ñFriends,ò two concert tickets 

 
All checks should be made out to DUMC with ñLiving Christmas Treeò specified on the check,  

and may be placed along with the tear-off below in the offering plates or given / sent to:       

Damascus United Methodist Church, Attn:  Jane Webb 
9700 New Church Street, Damascus, MD  20872 

##############################  

  Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

SPONSORSHIP: 

   I would like to be a performance sponsor for:   _____$100     _____$75      _____$50 

  I would like my tickets for:   Wednesday, Dec. 28 (8 pm): _____     Thursday, Dec. 29 (8 pm): _____ 

  I will not be using my complimentary tickets _______ 

GENERAL ORDER: 

I would like to purchase concert tickets @ $10 each for:       Wed, Dec 28: ______   Thur, Dec. 29: _______   (8 pm) 

    Family concert tickets $40 for 4 or more in same family.  Wed, Dec 28: ______   Thur, Dec. 29: _______   (8 pm) 

I would also like dinner tickets @ $15 each for:  Wednesday., Dec. 28: ______    Thursday, Dec. 29: ______    (6 pm) 

                 Total for concert & dinner:  _____________ 

Mail my tickets to:  __________________________________________________________________ 
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Announcements  

Trees for Glory 
Tom Evans of Evans Homes and Gardens has graciously offered  
ÔÏ ÄÏÎÁÔÅ Á  ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÔÒÅÅ ÓÁÌÅÓȟ  

from his business, to the                                                                                            
Sounds of Glory: The DUMC Organ Renovation Campaign. 

 
Each purchase of a fresh cut Fraser Fir, Douglas Fir, Live tree,                                                                     

Poinsettia or Wreath will bring us ever closer to our goal! 
 

Be sure to come and celebrate their kickoff event for the                                    
Christmas season on Saturday, December 3rd  from 12 noon                                                                                                                                                       

to pm.     They will be serving warm food, beverages and holiday cheer! 
 

  www.EvansHomesandGardens.com  
301-253-9224 

8914 Watkins Road-Gaithersburg, MD 20882 
Corner of Rt. 124 & Watkins Road 

Open daily (7days a week)  
                                                         from November 26th  - December 24th    

                                      12 noon to 6:00 pm 
 

 For nearly 20 years we have purchased our Christmas Trees from Evans Homes and Gardens. We always 

look forward to their quality, selection and friendly service. It is a part of our Christmas Tradition!  The 

Keegan family.  

Flower Volunteers Needed 

Joy Schwab, for many years, has taken on the responsi-

bility of organizing delivery of the donated poinsettias 

to the homebound and shut-ins, some locally and some 

not so locally (Frederick or Gaithersburg), which takes 

place after the 3rd Sunday of Advent. When people re-

ceive this small gift during the holidays it always helps 

to cheer them up and know they are remembered. 

Because this has become such a ñlargeò volunteer job 

ð she is looking for some additional help this year.  If 

you would like to assist Joy with delivering the poinset-

tias, please contact her at 301-253-3294.  Thanks so 

much ! 

 

 

 

 
 

REMINDER:   

Join us for  Holy Communion 

Wednesdays at noon  

in the Sanctuary 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Upper Room  
Please feel free to take a copy of the Upper Room which is kept in the  

pew hymnal racks in our Sanctuary.   

Better yet, take a couple of copies and share with friends and neighbors.   

This publication is a wonderful way to encourage daily scripture reading!  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Wonderful Wednesday Dinners 
5:45 pm in the Dining Hall  

  $6 for adults, $3 children 12 & under 

December   7:   Beef Stew w/potatoes, carrots,    December 14:  Smorgasbord 

    onions, tomatoes, rice,  

    Broccoli & Salad 

December 21:   Spiral Ham     December 28:  No Wonderful Wed Dinner 

                    Scalloped Potatoes                  Living Christmas Tree Dinner   

    Corn Pudding 

    Green Beans & Salad        

The Young at Heart  

Planning Session for 

2011 

will be held Friday,  

January 6, 2012 
 

Plans will be made on Friday, January 6 at 2 p.m. for 

the Young at Heart monthly events to take place in 

2011.  

Any adult with ideas and an interest in participating 

in the events is welcome to attend the session in the 

Annex Conference Room.  If you canôt be there but 

would like to make suggestions, call Bob Newlin, 

301/620-8926, or Jacque Janss, 301/620-7276 before 

the meeting, if possible.   

Our best attended events are luncheons and the an-

nual Christmas dinner at the church dining hall as 

well as the Frederick Keys baseball game.  We also 

attend theater events and take day trips to interesting 

sights in the area.  Weôre always willing to expand 

upon these ideas if proposed events have the poten-

Volunteers Wanted  
 

No Audio/Visual experience needed,  
we offer on the job training ! ! !  

 

 What:      Set-up Lighting Truss & Lights for the Living Nativity 

 When:     Friday December 16, 2011 

 Where:    Front lawn 

 Time:      From 9 am till ? (needs to be completed by 5 pm). 

 Contact: Ron Adams, 301-471-3194, radams@fred.net 

Post New Year Adopt-A-Road Cleanup 
 

Mark your calendar for the January Woodfield Road 

Clean Up.  The Earth Stewards are inviting you to help 

clean up Woodfield Road in the new year on Saturday 

morning, January 7, 2012 at 8:00 am as part of the 

Montgomery County Adopt-A-Road program.  SSL 

hours are available for youth.  All equipment will be 

provided: vests, gloves, bags, etc.  For more info contact 

Jeff Heinbaugh at heinbjc@comcast.net. 

Back by Popular Demand . . .  
 

The Square Foot Gardening Workshop is returning this 

February, sponsored by the Earth Stewards.  Reserve 

Saturday, Feb 25, 2012 on your calendars for the work-

shop in the DUMC Dining Hall.  There will be 2 work-

shops that day.  The 1st will be from 10:00 am to 

11:30am for beginners to Square Foot Gardening and 

an advanced Square Foot Gardening session from 

12:30pm to 2pm for people who have taken the begin-

ners session at 10am or in Spring 2011.  Future Beacon 

articles will have more specifics on cost, etc.  For more 

information, contact Kathy Geehreng at kegee-

hreng@verizon.net. 

Announcements (contôd) 
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Announcements (contôd) 

First Place 4 Health 
 

 The six weeks between Thanksgiving and New Years are probably the most 

stress filled times of the year, especially for eating healthy, exercising and try-

ing to get enough rest.  For most women the ñseasonò is filled with meals to 

cook, gifts to buy & wrap, cards to mail, parties to organize or attend and 

tasks too numerous to mention.  According to Christian author and speaker Brenda Pointsett, ñItôs a scene that 

the biblical Martha would easily recognize.  As she bustles around her house caring for her hungry guests, her 

sister Mary sat peacefully at the feet of Jesus.  We all want to be like Mary, resting at the feet of Jesus.  But 

during the busiest season of the year, the ñMarthaò role seems to be inevitable for women.  How can we push 

aside the busyness of the season and get a true glimpse of Christ at Christmas?ò 

     Our First Place 4 Health group began this season with a day-long retreat focusing on forgiveness, thankful-

ness and Jesus.  We set aside a day devoted to discussing holiday issues,  preparing and eating Daniel Fast 

foods, praying and playing together, which brought the holidays into a new prospective.  We came away with a 

renewed sense of the role model we want to follow. 

     We are working on a Healthy Holiday Living study to help us stay on course through the holidays, when 

many temptations come our way which make it difficult to remain faithful to our commitment to healthy liv-

ing. 

    In January, we will be announcing the orientation for a new session of FP4H.  Everyone seems to want to 

lose weight as part of their New Yearôs resolution.  There is NO panacea for weight loss. It takes commitment.  

It does not happen overnight.  As you approach the New Year, prayerfully consider if you can ñgive God a 

yearò to transform you into the person He wants you to be! 

May you have a ñMary  Christmas.ò  For more information on the First Place 4 Health program, please con-

tact, Kathy Geehreng 301-253-6437 or kegeehreng@verizon.net 

              Special Offer  

for Contribution for  

the Organ Restoration 

For a history project I am doing on 

canning factories in Maryland, I am 

in need of a large amount of empty 

cans.  The particular size cans I am 

looking for are:  

Bushôs Grillin Beans 1 lb. 5 oz.  or 1 lb. 6 oz.  

Progresso Soups 1 lb 2.5 oz.  or   1 lb. 3 oz.   

Pineapple (crushed, rings or chuck) 1 lb. 4 oz.  

Pie Fillings 1 lb. 5 oz.  or  1 lb. .6 oz. 

Cans should be rinsed and labels removed.  With each 

can that is given a $1.00 donation will be made to the 

Holiday Basket Project.  Please bring your cans to the 

church office or deliver them to me at the Wonderful 

Wednesday night dinners.  If you have any questions, 

you can call me at 301-253-2287.  Thanks so much! 

NOTE:  If you like to see how these cans are being used 

in the Country Store Exhibit, please remember to stop by 

the Damascus Heritage Museum either Wednesday or 

Saturdays, between 12 noon - 5:00 pm. 

                                 -  Gary Richard 

ñShampoos for the Centerò  

Help Women in Need 

The Damascus United Methodist Women 

(DUMW) are continuing our outreach pro-

gram to help women at the Montgomery Ave-

nue Womenôs Center in Rockville.  As you 

travel on vacation or for work throughout the 

year, please bring home those small unused 

bottles of shampoos and conditioners from 

your trip and place them in the specially 

marked ñredò basket in the Narthex.  The toi-

letries will be provided to 

women in need at this walk-in 

day shelter.  DUMW contact: 

Vanessa Leiby  at 301-253-

2263. 
 


