Devoted Servants, Drawn to Jesus, Dedicated to Making Disaiples

DECEMBER 2011

Mi racles from AThe ri e

| am quite excited about offering an Advethiristmas
Epiphany book study at the 9:30am hour on Sundays for the néxt
weeks, especially focusing on the created work of Max Lucad
His bookChristmas Storiess filled with the miraculous sagas
that we have come to expect when we remember the tradition§| of
Char | es AQristrkas Gasop O. Hlee 1Gift pf dhe
Magi, and P. Van Dorenl S86srad@obd
ful Life. The first stor yTheChristt ugad
mas Candleand is set in the year 1664 in an English village
named Gladstone. Concerned with an angelic visitant to a ch
dler, or candle maker, and his wife, the story is a built around
coming of a new rector to the staid community and itscde

hope in the celebrated AChr @stm
opens up both the mystery and the vulnerability of receiving t
Christchild in all places of darkness and suffering.

Lucado himself writes these words about this story in
book. They give us a pl ace
receiving in the twelve days of Christmas, and giving to the w
in the weeks following Epip

Christmas celebrates a coming. An arrival. An advent.
Christmas remembers God showing up.
Not showing off with angelriven chariots
or Magic Kingdom fireworks.
But showing up on a donkey,
with a carpenter in the belly of a peasant girl.
Christmas commemorates God@s m
to come commonly.
And Christmas wonders if he still does.
If he shows up amidst the regular folk
in the sleepy moments of life.
This story, fAThe Chri ma ¢
welcomes such wonderings.
If he came to Bethlehem,
might he not come to Gladstone, England?
And, if he touched the world of a carpenter,
woul dndt he touch the wo@l d
| think so.
Even more, he would touch our world too.

Walter G. Edmong




P. S. Today, a beautiful opportunity for those who find themselves in a struggle or morass of emotions during
this time of year is being offered at 3:00 pm in our sanctuary by Stephen Ministry. Its title is sirSply,
vice of Peace, Hope and Light.

P.P.S. On Friday, December 23, a special Christmas Worship Service knSesviag Navideio, for those

who speak Spanish, will be held in our sanctuary at 7:30 pm, followed by a reception. United Methodist pas-

tors Rev. Eliezer Valenti€astafiorand Rev. Edgardo Riverajll preside at this service designed for anyone

who is away from their families and their home countries. We host this event as an hospitable act for the cor

muni ty. Pl ease spread the invitation to those vy
- Walter G. Edmonds

The Holy Land Christians will be our guests next Wednesday,
following the Wonderful Wednesday Dinner
Hear their story and see their beautiful Olivewood Crafts

On December 7, 2011 at 6:30 pm in the Dining Hall we will be hearing a presentation about the Christians
the Holy Land and afterwards hosting a nice display of handmade olivewood religious articles from Bethlehe
and Jerusalem, available for purchase. These carvings include olivewood Nativity sets, crosses, Christmas
naments, candle holders, angels and many other religious crafts that could make a nice wedding, baptism, «
firmation, Easter or Christmas gifts. The carvings are handmade by Christian families in Bethlehem who re
on the profit made from these items for their daily bread.

For more than ten years these Christians have been enduring many hardships as tourism in Bethlehem
plummeted and access to other sources of income has been sharply restricted due to the ongoing conflict
the volatile war situation in the country. Many Christians have left their homeland. The Christian population c
the Holy Land went down from 30% in the last century to 1.8% today. Please help support our Christian brot
ers and sisters in the town where Christ was born by purchasing their carvings . George Ghanem, an indi
nous Christian from Bethlehem, will be telling us the story of the Christians of the Holy Land and will present
ing these carvings after the presentation. It is never too late to help.

All proceeds go to support Christian families from Bethlehem
The website showing the craftswsvw.holylandcsc.com

The Stephen Ministry of Damascus United Methodist Church
invites you to

A Service of

Peace, Hope, and Light
TODAY AT 3:.00 PM

This intimate Advent worship service of candlelight, comforting liturgy, and gentle music will be helg
today, Sunday, December ¥ at 3pmin the Damascus UMC sanctuary

Life transitions, burdens, and losses may make the holiday season a challenging time of
year. Come be embraced by Godds compassfl once
loved and lost. Use this sacred time to refresh and restore yourself from wounds of the p&ast
and present. Join with our Christian community to remember the gift of hope that the Ch@ist-
mas story offers us.

®

Refreshments will be served following the service.
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ADVENT/CHRISTMAS/EPIPHANY SPECIAL EVENTS

A Service of Peace, Hope and Light Christmas Eve Services
Sunday, December 4, 2011Saturday, December 24, 2011

3:00 pm in sanctuary Family Créche Service 4:00 pm
Carols, Communion, and Candlelighting 8:00 pm
Academy of St. Cecilia Youth Service of Lessons and Carols 10:30 pm

Orchestra Winter Concerts
Sunday, December 4, 2011
3:00 pm
Lutheran Church of St. Andrew
15300 New Hampshire Ave., Silver Spring, MD

Christmas Day Service
Sunday, December 25, 2011
10:00 am

Living Christmas Tree
Band Concerts: Friday, December 9, 201ednesday, December 28, 2011

7:00 pm  Thursday, December 29, 2011
Damascus United Methodist Churchpinner 6:00 pm
Concert 8:00 pm
A Christian Visitor from Bethlehem  Concert tickets $10 per person or $40 for family of 4 or
Wednesday, December 7, 2011Imore; dinner tickets $15 per person. Call-268-0022.
6:30 pm following dinner in dining hall

Young At Heart Christmas Party
Friday, December 9, 2011

6:30 pm in dining hall OThe | i g ht :
Christmas dinner and entertainment featuring
Some DUM Meiand carol singalong darkness
$12 tickets, contact Bob Newlin at 3620-8926 and the darkness
Old Fashioned Carol Sing has not o0\
Sunday, December 11, 2011 John 1.5

9:30 am in sanctuary

Prime Time Christmas
Chil drendéds Musical and Program
Sunday, December 11, 2011College/Young Adult
6:30 pm  Progressive Dinner
Friday, December 30, 2011
Youth Progressive Dinner 5 pm meet at Damascus UMC
Saturday, December 17, 2011
4:45 pm meet at church formiddeNe w Year 6s Day Servi ce
and high school youth Sunday, January 1, 2012
10:00 am
Living Nativity Pageant
Sunday, December 18, 2011Three Kings Day Family Dance
Performances at 6:30 pm and 7:30 pnfriday, January 6, 2012
6:30 pm
Servicio Navideino
Friday, December 23, 2011 Epiphany Sunday/College Student Sunday

7:30 pm  Sunday, January 8, 2012
Led by the Rev. Eliezer Valenti@astaiion 8:15 and 11 am services

and the Rev. Edgardo Rivera12:30 pm brunch for college age students
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Advent Activities Choristers Christmas Musical
KOO WO O | O | 3| OF OF | O |3 O OF OF | O || || | W W ¥ ) ATraditiOn That
Deserves Our Presence

EEEEE
EEEEE

Young at Heart On Sunday, December 12 at 6:30 pm the Cho-
. risters will present the delightful Christmas musical,
AnnuaI_Chrlstmas Prime Time Christmasin the Great Hall. This be-
Dinner loved Christmas musical which we have performed
. twice before in our 24 years of history, is a tunefully
Friday, Dec. 9 jammed work about CNN (Celestial News Network)
at 6:30 pm the day before Christmas. Rush Rather (Jack Hem-

The Young at Heart annual Christmas Dinner arfough), Connie Chum (Lydia Turnéittle) and Kay
Program will be held Friday, December 9 in thé# €r a ( Hel ena Colborn) are
church dining hall at 6:30 p.m. This event will defiStudio surrounded by all the folks who join in to get
nitely get you in the tChaiShmast mgps rEye Shw e
caroling, our own mend $bsepsed mithe ime zandy wafches, ngetp gvenyope
monds Baldridge will lead us in awonderfularrayof Synchroni zed, 6 and Conni

Christmas Songs_ Santa usua”y puts in an appeau_around the WOI’|d The ChOI’iS'[erS take us to the iS'
ance. And the meal is a Christmas delight. lands, to England, France, the Czech Republic, Russia,

o and finally to Bethlehem where the real thing is hap-
Young at Heart activities are open to all adults assfeni ng . ACameo characters

ciated with the church and their relatives and friendg, o v | ¢ 6 Ever yone speaks a
The DEADLINE for reservations is Sunday, Decemgjitary Life, and Rush makes some important deci-
ber 4. The cost is $12 per person to be paid at Bens fight in the studio of CNN

door. Call Bob Newlin at (301) 628926, cell at '

(301) 7173465 or Jacque Janss at (301) -6206. Thanks to Gene Orndorff for set revival and a
If you are contacted by a caller, you can make reséand new news desk. To Ron Adams for sound and
vations through her. light; to Val Willis for her inimitable ability to scout

out clothes; and to Katharine Williams who does an
orchestra on a keyboard.

The Cherubs will also sing before the presenta-
tion of the play and we w
the end of the 5@ninute program. Childcare is pro-
vided.

Friendship UMC
Christmas Party

When: Saturday, December 10 Fortwentyf our years these

Where: Friendship Fellowship Hall cals have been presented on the second Sunday of Ad-
vent. Our children deserve your support and presence;

What: Potluck Dinner so please venture out and spend some good time en-
Bring covered dish and joying one of the best evenings of the season
a wrapped gift, marked for
male or female ($10 or so J Hereds your clhan
value) for gift exchange \ Aparticipate@ i
Christmas Spirit . . ..

Time: 4:00 pm
Friendship UMC

27701 Ridge Rd., Damascus »
Please join the Depro Sunday School class on [Sun-
All are Welcome ! day, December 12 from 9:3010:30 a.m. in the My-
sic Room for our annual ofhshioned Christmgs
Carol Sing! Led by our enthusiastic Linda Motfer,
with hopefully an accompanist on the piano!

A Christmas Carol Sing !!!!
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Advent Activities (cont

One Most Unique Family Service on Christmas Eve
. ... And a Little Child Shall Lead Them

This year at 4:00 pm Saturday, Christmas Eve we will celebratf]
second Family Créche Service. Very well received last year, the S
celebrates all the figures of the créche as they are presented in ordel
carol or anthem, scripture, poem, and prayer for each figure, from the d
to the Magi. Baby Jesus will be carried down the center aisle as we &

5 d)

EEEEE
EEEEE

AAway in a Manger, 0 and the you wi |
ward following the offering to become the surrot
l uster, 0 and their kneeling presence bringing ad:

Two-foot beautifully designed and executed créche figures coming from the home of Linda and Dann
Videtto, wildl be placed on a raised platform, an
burd has provided the needed platforms and Kitty McNaughton Ayers has provided the decoration for the s
The relatively new star is hung from the center of the chancel giving its light at the appropriate moment by R
Adams.

The Cherubs and Girl and Boy Choristers will sing six anthems as part of the inspired service. Th
older folks will be given candles (what is typically done at the later services). The host family lights the Christ
mas Candl e, a chorister sings fASilent Nighto in
holding and raising lighted candles.

This service, rich in its tradition, all ows a
Francis of Assisi introduced in the thirteenth century, that is, the characters in the Holy Créche in close pro
imity to each other. The beauty of this first service is great, the young children in particular being honored, al
families being given a significant Aliturgy, 0 wo
clothes or their Christmas best for this special service. Come early to be ready for this one hour service. Ct
care for the very young will be provided.

Something New for Our Hispanic Friends . . . ..
Servicio Navidefio

On Friday, December 23, at 7:00 pm Damascus Church will open its doors to the
Spanish speaking community foSarvicio Navidefio (Christmas Service) particu-
larly for those who cannot return to their home community in other lands.

ﬂ_ﬂ.;-p mav.dad

Our role will be to provide a hospitable welcoming place with a fellowship hour
and appropriate refreshments at the conclusion. Pastoral fRavd€liezer ValentiCastafiorand Rev.
Edgardo Rivera, Baltimore Washington Conference Guide and coordinator of the Conference Latino mi
istries, will plan and conduct the liturgy and service offerings.

Two things are important:

First, please convey to any of the Spanish speaking folks you know that this service is being offered
DUMC on this evening and they are welcome;

And Secondly, please call the church office (3@530022) if you are willing to help with the arrange-
ments or needs.

Letdos all hel p get the word out to those who ¢
from fAihome. 0O

THE BEACON 5



F IO O | O OF | O OFC ¥ || ||| | .| .| .| .| | .| | .| | ¥ |0 O |0 |0 O |0 O |0 O | O | 0¥ | ¥}

Advent Activities (con

EEEEE

EEREE
A
—
~

RO O | O OF | O O OF ||| ||| .| | .| .| .| | | | | ¥ O |0 O |0 |0 O |0 O |0 O | O | ¥ | ¥}

Remaining
ASCYO
Holiday Concerts

o)

Youth
Orchestra

Sunday, December 4. 2011 at 3:00 pm
The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew
15300 New Hampshire Avenue, Silver Spring, M
The Academy of Saint Cecilia Youth Orchestra
The Academy of Saint Cecilia Chamber Orchest
The Academy of Saint Cecilia Flute Choir

a

Friday, December 9, 2011 at 7:00 pm
Damascus United Methodist Church, Great Hal
9700 New Church Street, Damascus, MD
Beginning Band and Concert Band
The Academy of Saint Cecilia Prep Orchestra

@ . ALL ARE INVITED
x Q‘ % TO THE
* NSO SUNDAY SCHOOL
(= ASSEMBLY!

Please plan to join us for the
Sunday School Nativity
on Sunday, December 18
from 10:00- 10:30 am
in the Sanctuary!
We will be celebrating the last Sunday of Advent

by involving the entire Sunday School family in the
Presentation of the Nativity.

Come and prepare your hearts and minds for Christmas

as the children lead us to the stable.

The Academy of Saint Cecilia Beginning Band
The Academy of Saint Cecilia Symphonic Band
The Academy of Saint Cecilia Concert Band

All programs are free of charge and the publif i
invited to attend. For more information, contgct
Lerna MayFrandsen, Executive Director, at (3¢1)
821-1162 or emailtalenthntr@aol.com Chec
out our websitewww.ascyo.org See you there

The Habitat Wreaths

The Habitat Wreaths have been de-
livered and are now here for distri-

b

are Here !

ution.

A Living Nativity this Year
Two Performances
All are Welcome !l

Once again, we are excited to present the Christmas qtory

our annual Living Nativity. Go with us as we journey
in time to the glorious

The story will be told through narration, music ang
enact ment of Joseph and

stop at the infamous Inn, the birth of the Christ Child i

stable, the angel sd proc
and the visit by the Magi. Of course, the night would

bacl
b\
re

complete without the presence of all the friendly

donkeys, goats, and sheep. Come and share this njght

wonder and awe on Sunday evenDecember 18 at 6:3
AND 7:30 pm ON THE FRONT LAWN OF THE

i

If you ordered a wreath,
please look foMike Ferguson
in the Narthex to pick yours up !!

Advent/Christmas Schedule
ThereWILL BE NO Sunday School classes or J

U

ior Worship on Sunday, December 25, 2011 or $yn-

day, January 1, 2012.

The entire Sunday School Team
would like to wish everyone a
Blessed Advent and Christmas season
filled with the promise of hope,
peace, joy and love !
There are no greater gifts than these.

CHURCH. Stadium seating will be provided.

Warm refreshments will be served in the
Great Hall after each performance.
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We Need Your Help !'!
ChflStmaS Day SerVIC@. some of the congregation know, preparations

Sunday December 25th for the Christmas Eve services here at DUMC
’ can be a monumental task due the large atten

. - > dance at all three services. We are therefore ask
7:0@m~ RECHIRVICE ing for help with the following. Please call to

Friendship United Methodist CRUHER" prior as soon as possible.

i For the 4:.00 pm Family Services:
27701 Rldge Road’ Damascus *  The Creche Set needs to be placed on the chance

* Ushers are needed for offering & handouts

After the 4:00 pm Family Service:

*  Sidewalk lanterns need to be put outside and lit
#####’#’#’#######*&###### *  Candelabras need to be placed in the Sanctuary
* General cleatup after the service & hymnals/

Bibles returned to the pews

*  Church service bulletins need to be gathered up
and recycled

Christmas Eve Services

Please note at Damascus Church
there will be a total of three services
held this year on Saturday, December 24, 2011.,;

For the 8:00 pm and 10:30 pm services:

Ushers are needed for offering & handouts

The Creche set needs to be placed on the altar

Candles need to be changed in the candelabras
Sidewalk lanterns need to belite

Candles and holders need to be assembled and

4:00 pm ~ CRECHE SERVICE (FAMILY SERVICE)

8:00 pm ~CAROLS, COMMUNION & C ANDLELIGHTING
Special music 40 minutes before each service }

L I R T R

Pastor Edmonds preaching distributed _
Charles Wesley Singers & String Quartet C;eneral cleaup & hymnals/Bibles returned to
the pews

10:30 pm: SERVICE OF LESSONSAND CAROLS
WITH COMMUNION AND CANDLELIGHTING
Chancel Choir & Brass

*  Church service bulletins need to be gathered up
and recycled

After the 10:30 pm service:

In order to facilitate traffic for the afternoon/even *  Qutside lanterns need to be brought inside to the

% services, THE PARKING LOT WILL BE ON parlor lobby
ﬁWAY Please enter from Route 124 and exit ontoMt.* General cleanup & hymnals/Bibles returned to
s. the

Vernon Avenue when coming to attend the serv
gAlso remember that we have additional parking atthe PEWS
Thrift Shop, and theYouth Chapel, where you can us§€” |f you feel you would be able to help with any of

#the brick walkway to the main church building. the above volunteer duties for Christmas Eve,
please contact:
E For 4:00 pm serviceand helping

between the 4:00 & 8:00 pm service,

Jane Webb at 24620-6920.

m
%iﬁrﬁﬁ@

e Please enter all services through the Narth&X. THE »

we CLOSE OF EACH SERVICE, EXIT OUT THE

we FRONT OF THE SANCTUARY by the Parlor. Fol
v lowing these instructions will help the flow of traffic
% and out of the Sanctuary.
)]
iy

E For 8:00 pm serviceGary Richard at
Thank you in advance for your help, _ 301-253-2287. ) )
understanding, and cooperation ! E For the 10:30 pm serviceDonna Feuillet

% at 3012536461
MR RIRIRIEIEIE The Pastors and Office Staff thank you

for your support
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Finance
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Finance Committee Report

Last month we reported on the Tithes and Offerings of unrestricted giving that we have received this year up
through October, and we talked about the need for a return to the generous giving levels as occurred at the b
ginning of this year.

The concern that we have had is illustrated in the graph below that shows a comparison of the giving this yea
compared to last year. A significant decrease in giving started in August and continued unexpectedly through
October.

To raise awareness in the congregation of our stewardship needs, the Finance Committee requested that we
have a Stewardship Moment in the Sunday services.

Our November giving is now known and the good news is that our giving was $65,460, up by $700 from a yec
ago. The combined giving last year in the months of November and December was $180,000.

However, we must dedicate ourselves to continue the tradition at Damascus of being extra generous in the
month of December. Giving this month would need to be $115,000 if we are to match that, and by so doing w
will be able to meet our budget.

As has been emphasized in our Stewardship Moments, achieving that will enable us to continue our ministrie:
and the staffing that supports them through the coming year. May each of us, in this Advent Season, be as g
erous as we are able.

Tithes and Offerings

# 2011 minus 2010 cumulative giving

$10,000.00 T
$5,000.00 —\
$0.00 ‘—.\".
($5,000.00) H \
($10,000.00)
($15,000.00)

($20,000.00)
($25,000.00)

0 2 4 6 8 10 12
MONTH

Have you considered

eGiving?
Through the &iving program you can elect to submit your offering to the church electronically. We hav
two options: bweekly or monthly. The funds will be deducted from your checking or savings pccour
automatically, versus having to remember to bring your checkbook and envelope with you to chrrch. )

may get an authorization form from the church office, or on the websiteduRders o u-givingteen] E
either fill out the contact information or click@® D ownl oad a For m. 6

If you have any questions about this program, please contact Debbie Bense2ba0322, ext. 106 (
dumc_finance@verizon.net.

=
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Poinsettias for Christmas

Q)

The Damascus United Methodist Church is offering members of the con-
gregation the opportunity to order poinsettias to help decorate our Sanctu
ary at Christmas time. Flowers may be placed in honor of OR in memory

of | oved ones. Each pl ant i ST 7410

blooms, in your choice of red, pink, or whifthere is a limited supply of pink & white).
Please fill out the form below and include your payment when placing your o@lexcks
should be made payable to DUMC.

Completed forms and payments can be turned in to the church office or mailed to:

Damascus United Methodist Church
Attn: Linda Stastny
9700 New Church Street
Damascus, MD 20872

Deadline for placing orders is Sunday, December 11, 2011.

Please complete order form shown below
HAEHHABBHHBBHHBBHB BB HBBHHRH

Poinsettia Order Form

Name:

Phone: F//z

Number of Poinsettias: Red Pink _ White
Total Cost @ $10.00 each

In Honor of:

In Memory of:

Disposition of flowers (check one):

| will pick up my flowers following the 11:00 a.m. worship service on Dec. 18.

The fl owers-smayyilae¢e opelisoar &d

THE BEACON 9

t



Youth/Young Adults

Living Nativity 1 December 19

EEEEE
EEEEE

Once again, the Youth are excited to present the
] Christmas story in our annual Living Nativity.

ATTN: Host homes and Journey back in time with us as we celebrate the

Drivers still needed ! ! gl orious events surroun

There will be 2 performances again this year at

We are still in need of some host homes for the Progreg—q 5nd 7:30 p.nON THE FRONT LAWN OF
sive Dinner?NEXT WEEKEND, December 10, as fol- THE CHURCH .

lows: . o .
YOUTH: If you would like to participate in the

Middle School: Home for Soup Living Nativity please contact Susan James at
High School: Home for Main Course scjameslll@aol.com or 30641-2730. There
will be a rehearsal on Friday, December16om

College/Young Adults: Home for Main Course 5:00- 7:00 pm.

& Dessert(For Friday, Dec. 30)

ALSO NEEDED: Drivers for the youth to be trans-
ported from home to home.

Please, please, PLEASEall Jane Webb # 30253 , , ]
0022, ext. #101 or great.jane@verizon.net to voluntgBring this holiday season, we welcome backjour

to host omelp transport our youth for this event. college students and other young adults who have
returned home to be with their families and friends

For this to be another big success, NEED PAR- |for the holidays. Itis also our pleasure to give them
ENTS TO PARTICIPATE. If you truly cannot host a|the opportunity to participate fully in Sunday wpr-

course, please consider making a dessert and deliverfifgp services.
it that evening.

January 8, 2012
is College/Young Adult Sunday

Traditionally, the Sunday after Christmas has heen
this special day. Since this year that date is| the
morning after New Yealr 6

Living Christmas Dinners delay College/Young Adult Sunday until Janufry
Youth Fundraising Opportunities 8th.
Wednesday and Thursday We invite our young adults to share in the mdsic,

liturgy, and preaching at both services here at|Da-
December 28 & 29 mascus UMC.

These are two evenings filled with wonderful mysiif you are a young adult, or one who is home| for
and food. Dinners are served at 6 pm in the Difingvinter Break from college, or just visiting with the
Hall before each performance, and they afenalrais- | |family during the holidays, please contact Mrs.
ing event for the youth Constantinides at 30851-1178 of

Youth and their families are needed to set up, he|p|ifiehcon@yahoo.com. to sign up to participate.
the kitchen and serve these meals. Help is also nTeded
on the 27th for preparation s ahead of time. Youih
will earn $7.00 per hour for their youth accounts, jand Mark Your Calendars!

any adult help wildl be |[considered Avolunteering.
The UMYFO Committeavill NOT

These are big events, enjoybyg manyin the church

and communityas well as an opportunity for youth| meet in the month of December,

to earn credits towards their Summer Tour to Can{ but will meet on

ada next year. We are depending on the youth to Help Wednesday, January 11, 2012

make these di_nners su_ccesstPIIease contact Jape at 6:30 pm in the Sacristy.

Webb at great.jane@verizon.net or 3H30022, ext

#101 to volunteer. Please mark your calendars now.
Thanks !!
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Youth/Young Adults (cont
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Youth Winter Retreat

January 27 - 29, 2012
Mark your calendars for the 2012 Winter Retreat ! !

Our theme for this year will b&ower of One.At t hi s year 6s |
we will be remembering who God called us to be. Remembering our iden |
Christ when we move as one can make incredible things happen. i

Activity 1. One Heart (the Great Commandment)
Activity 2: One Passion (the Least of These)
Activity 3: One Focus (the Great Commission)
Activity 4. One Church (the Big Picture)
The weekend will also be filled with many adventures including fellowship, bl

fun, food and of course, the Talent Show! Look for more information withil} B
next few weeks that will be mailed out to all the youth of the church. '

And remember . .. friends are welcome . ... so start texting your buddies !l
NEW Small Group Youth Blend Café Now Includes
forming for Contemporary Worship
MIDDLE SCHOOL
GIRLS! 9:301 9:45a.m. Praise Band leads praise songs
' 9:457 9:50 a.m.  Prayer including joys and concerns
% Are you wishing you had 4 95011 0: 00 a. m. The nTal ko
small group of friends td 10:OO:|: 10:10 a.m. Praise Ba_nd Iea_ds praise songs
meet with on a bi weekly basis? Would it be helf- 10:107 10:30 a.m.  Agdevel discussion groups

feelings about school, family, friends, and GoJl? foods are available for all. The Talk is being led by a ro-
No one can understand you better than those that tating schedule of high school youth. Each-kye! dis-

are going through the same stage as you are. Thecussion group will be facilitated by adults. Thanks be to
middle school years can be full of fun, butitisfa God f or al | of the peopl e
time of great change too. Consider joining thig to use their gifts and graces in this inviting way. Any
new group that is being formed just for you. Ff questions? Contact Pastor Linda at
more information, contact Ashley Lewis at 301 |inda.motter@verizon.nar (301) 2530022, Ext. 104.

633 8188 or by email abshlewis74@yahoo.com

ful to have a safe place to share your thoughts ];mDuring the Contemporary Worship, drinks and breakfast

Youth Fundraiser Ink Jet Cartridges
Keep Bringing them in!

Did you know that used toner/inkjet cartridges create over 18 million pounds -tioaegradable

waste in the U.S. each year? With this in mind, the DUMC youth are continuing to collec. cat™
tridges to recycle. This loatgrm project will allow us to raise funds for the Youth Activities, while keeping our
environment in mind. Please deposit any used inkjet, fax, or laser cartridges in the collection box located i
Narthex or the church office. Not&/E ARE UNABLE TO RECYCLE EPSON PRODUCTS OR XEROX
DRUMS. Thi s al so supports the churchoés mission S
eliminating waste through recycling. Thank you for your support.

g
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Youth/Young Adults (cont

EEEEE
EEEEE

6d)

Youth Progressive Dinners
are Saturday, December 17 !

During the Christmas holidays, the Youth really look forward to
traveling together from house to house to fellowship and EAT !'!
The courses enjoyed are appetizers, soup, salad, the main course,
and don't forget DESSERT !We will meet this year o8aturday,
December 17at the church at 4:45 pm, organize by middle and high school, and begin our adventurg by 5:C
pm.

To volunteer for this night of fun and fellowship for our youth, please contact Jane Wegbb at
great.jane@verizon.net or 32630022, ext. #101.

Dinner Volunteers Wanted Attention all 6" i 12" graders
We need your support !

Do you wanna play
Since September of last year Pam Nehring| has Basketball this year 2?7
been gracious enough to volunteer as our Yputh

Dinner coordinator. So she has been recrunirgéUMC has in previous years had

veral basketball teams during

e winter season that play in the
local Damascus area. In order
It would be great t p hahea s esuccessfoleseadon,
ents volunteer, that| woad kelpdift wehkaolv hovh e
nity to help out in the past. We all lead busy many of our youth are interested
lives but remember, many hands makep in playing for the2011/2012win- /
lighter work for all. ter season. A

If you are able and willing to help provide a din-Games will start the first week of _
ner for the youth please email Pam at ppm}anuary with open gym at Damascus High School

ela.nehring@gmail.com or give her a call at Bogn Friday evenings from 9:600:30 pm starting De-
-2534129. cember 9, 2011.

and setting up people for our Sunday evepin
youth dinners for over a year now !!

If you are interested in playing this year, please con-

College - tact one of the following persons:
Young Ad_Ult For the 6 & Tgrade team: Need Volunteer Coach
Progressive Please call Church Office
Dinner

For the 8 & 9 grade teamNeed Volunteer Coach

g On Friday, December Please call Church Office

¥ '30 the college and
young adults will be

For the 1612 grade team: Blake MacDonald

having their Christmas Progressive Dinner. We 301-661-0722 or
meet in the church parking lot at 5:00 pm. We bam1402@ aol.com
are looking forward to seeing everyone home See you on the court !!!!

from school and having this great time to get

together to see one another. Any questions, or
if you would like to provide food, contact Jane
Webb at 301-253-0022, ext. #101 or

. . THE BEACON 12
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Youth Activities - December 2011

Sunday, December 4:

8:00 am Gathering time for CW Singers for
8:15 am service

9:30 am Youth Blend Café- Youth Chapel

9:45 am Sunday Schoot Youth Chapel

11:00 am CWS Sing for service

2:00 pm Youth gather to depart for St. Cecilia
Concert in Silver Spring

3:00 pm St. Cecilia Concert begins at The
Luthern Church of St. Andrew,
Silver Spring.

5:30 pm Following concert youth to gather to
carpool to Olney for dinner.

6:00 pm Youth to eat at Cheeburger Cheeburger
in Olney on way home from St. Cecilia
Concert in Silver Spring.

8:00 pm Return to DUMC parking lot (approx.

return time)

Monday, December 5:
NO Confirmation ClassekN DECEMBER
Classes will start again on January 9, 2012

Wednesday, December 7:
5:45 pm Wonderful Wednesday Dinner DH
6:30 pm A Christian Visitor from Bethlehem

Friday, December 9:

7:00 pm St. Cecilia Beginning Band and
Concert Band Performane&H

9:00 - 10:30 pm Open Gym for Basketball at DHS

Sunday, December 11:

8:00 am Gathering time for CW Singers for
8:15 am service

9:30 am Youth Blend Café- Youth Chapel

9:45 am Sunday School Youth Chapel

5:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers MR

6:00 pm Youth Dinner- Dining Hall

6:30 pm Chil drenods

Prime Time Christmas

Wednesday, December 14:
5:45 pm Wonderful Wednesday Dinner DH

Friday, December 16:
5:00 - 7:00 pm Living Nativity Rehearsal (lawn)
9:00 - 10:30 pm Open Gym for Basketball at DHS

Saturday, December 17:
2:00 - 5:00 pm Living Christmas Tree ReheaGH
4:45 pm  Middle and High SchoolYouth to gather

at DUMC to depart for Progressive Dinners.

Sunday, December 18:

8:00 am  Gathering time for CW Singers for
8:15 am service
9:30 am  Youth Blend Café Youth Chapel
9:45am  Sunday Schoel Youth Chapel
5:00 pm  Charles Wesley SingerdMR
6:00 pm  Pizza Dinner DH
6:30 pm  First Living Nativity Perfor. (Front Lawn)
7:30 pm  Second Living Nativity Performance (FL)

Wednesday, December 21:
5:45 pm  Wonderful Wednesday DinneiDH

Friday, December 23:
9:00 - 10:30 pm Open Gym for Basketball at DHS

Friday, December 24: Christmas Eve

7:15 pm  CW singers arrive to prepare for
8:00 pm service
8:00 pm  Candlelight Service with Carols,

Communion & Candlelighting
CW Singers & Strings

Sunday, December 25: Christmas Day

9:40 am  Gathering time for CW Singers for
10:00 am service

NO Youth Blend CaféTODAY

NO Sunday School Class@©DAY
NO Charles Wesley SingefSODAY
NO YOUTH DINNER OR
EVENING YOUTH ACTIVITY

9:30 am
9:45 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm

Tuesday, December 27:
7:00 pm  Living Christmas Tree Rehearsal

Wednesday, December 28:
6:00 pm  Living Christmas Tree Dinner (DH)
8:00 pm  Living Christmas Tree Concert (Sanc)

Thursday, Dec. 29
6:00 pm  Living Christmas Tree Dinner (DH)
8:00 pm  Living Christmas Tree Concert (Sanc)

CBH i st mhkrgay Pec.a3Q

Colleg&oung Adults gather at DUMC to
depart for Progressive Dinner
9:00 - 10:30 pm Open Gym for Basketball at DHS

4:45 pm

Sunday, January 1: New Year 6s
9:40 am

Day
Gathering time for CW Singers for

10:00 am service

NO Youth Blend CaféeTODAY

NO Sunday School Class@©DAY

NO Charles Wesley Singef®ODAY

NO YOUTH DINNER OR EVENING

YOUTH ACTIVITY

9:30 am
9:45 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm

THE BEACON 13
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Worship Arts Damascus United Methodist Church Worship Arts Ministry
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Ensemble News Rooted In Faith: Be Filled and Be Fruitful

D E C E M B E R Polly Edmonds Baldridge, Director of Music

2407508287 cell/text
20 1 1 redheaders@verizon.net

Colorful Hands of Jesus

Calling all puppeteersdto3" graded recruiting continues and rehearsals will resume in January 2012 ol
Wednesdays at 4 pm in the Great Hall. Contact Crystal Rice at crystalrice81@gmail.com for more informatio

Puppets, InCinteractive

After a wonderful debut on Reformation Sunday in October, this ensemble will return to worship on De
share a special Christmas message. Rehearsal is at 5 pm on Wednesdays. For more information, contact N
or phone at 24024102. Come with open minds and your imagination!

Cherubs

Cherubs are rehearsing on Wednesdays at 4 pm in the Great Hall with director Katherine Williams in |
for several appearances during the Advent/Christmas season.

Girl and Boy Choristers

Rehearsals for Brene Time Chrigstonsisal, Christmas Eve 4 pm Family Créche Service, and Living Chris
Tree concerts have begun. For additional information, see Pastor Walt Edmonds or Katherine Williams. Prac
Wednesday nights at 5 pm. Technical weskddrime ChrigrBesember&Swith daily rehearsals fréb pm.

Charles Wesley Singers
Rehearsals for CWS are Sunday nights at 5 pm before youth activities. All youth are encouraged to a
for the 8:15 am services. Charles Wesley Singers and alumni lead the 8 pm service on Christmas Eve.

Chancel Choir

In addition to Sunday morning anthems, the Chancel Choir is preparing a special Service of Christma
Carols for the 10:30 pm Christmas Eve Service this year. Practice is on Wednesdays at 7:30 pm.

Living Christmas Tree Choir

Rehearsals for the Living Christmas Tree are every Wednesday at 8:15 pm in the choir room. Concer
uled for Wednesday, December 28, and Thursday, December 29, at 8 pm. All singers are encouraged to joir
orchestra rehearsals are scheduled for Saturday, Dee5 pm flamd Zuesday, Dec. 27, at 7 pm.

Inspiration Ringers

After playing in worship on Dec. 4, Inspiration Ringers will continue 6:30 pm rehearsals on Wednesda
Dec. 21. The ensemble may accompany the Girl and Boy Choristers at the 4 pm Christmas Eve Family Créc
dents in"8grade or above contact director Tom Baldridi$2(3®@D) or assistant director Madison Bo@B3301
9477) to join in the fun.

Youth Handbells

Youth Handbells share in worship on Dec. 11 and then will resume Sunday rehearsals at 4 pm on Sul

Ring of Joy
Ring of Joy will share in worship on Sunday, Dec. 18, and then will resume 7:30 pm Monday night rer
January 9. Interested adult ringers are invited to join in the new year!

THE BEACON 14
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Damascus United Methodist
Women News

United
E; Methodist
Women

FAITH « HOPE « LOVE 1N ACTION

Upcoming Circle Meetings

2y

‘('

LS
7 ED
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The Susanna Wesley Circle
will meet Monday,

December 12, 2011 @ 10:00 am gi bl e evi

in the DUMC Dining Hall, to wrap gifts, etc.

The Esther Joy Circle will
NOT MEET IN THE month of December.

The WWJD Circle
Activity to be determined.

Other Important Upcoming Dates: there!

Come join the

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Friday, December 16

at 12:30 pm
in the Church Annex

dence of

= Prayer Shawl Ministry is a
creative way to combine the love of knitting
and/or crocheting with ministry to people in
need of comfort. The shawls we make offer tan-

Godo:

This would also be a great opportunity to learn
how to knit or crochet the basic shawl pattern
is very simple to learn.

If you want to learn more, please call Cathy
Heinbaugh at 302530742 or email her at
cheinbaugh@comcast.net. We hope to see you

Tuesday, Dec. 13Li ono6s Chr i st map Addietu§®rsider hoNRe may spur one another

need help to saip, cook, and serve and cleap.
Also we need lots of desserts. This is a huge event
and we can use all the help we can get.

on toward love and good deeds.

Hebrews 10:24

Do you need some temporary help windeovering from surgery or illness€ould you use an extra hand
while you navigate through dife transition, crisis, or recent loss?f so, contact . . .

Providing transportation to appointments.

EARTH ANGELS

They can provide shoitierm assistance by:

Picking up prescriptions. Helping with
Dropping off baked goods. Shopping.
Calling to check in on your welfare.

Making a meal.

Making a caring visit.

Doing yard work.

household chores.

We even have an Earth Angel who is available for those crises that happen in the middle of the night!
Contact Pam Richardson Colborn byraail at pjcolborn@comcast.net call/text her at 301524 -5223.

If you would like to SERVE as an Earth Angel, contact Pam. We would love this group to grow into

a grand Angel Band! You volunteer for what works for you on a shagdrm basis. The level of time

and commitment is up to you. Come serve God by serving others!

THE BEACON
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12 million people caught in Africa food crisis

The Sunday School classes want to raiseoneyto send to Africa to help the
people with their most important needs of:Water, Food, and Shelter. We
would like your help too. Please help a student raise money for this famine re-
lief mission project. Encourage our children to experience helping others by do
ing chores or special tasks in order to earn the money for the prdjechaps

you can have a student rake leaves, learn a Bible verse, or sing a song!

Our mission project will run through December, ending on December 25, 2011
Donations can be made by <c¢check to
School Mi ssion Project. o

Any questions? Please contact Cathy Scarbrough at (3058f&2or
Pastor Linda Motter (301) 253022. God bless you and thank you.

THE BEACON 16
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CALLING ALL

WALKERS!!!

_ Enjoy the chill in the air, and join us for some invigll-

8 rating walking! If you want to continue or renew yalir

walking habit or start a new one with other membdlis
from dumc, call or email Lynn Gruner. 3@53

&% 5017/grunerly@verizon.net

AThe Lord
angel with vyou

whom h
make y@ur

befor e
and

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR
SINGLES
FELLOWSHIP
DECEMBER EVENT

;lees Fellowshlp

\gf)[7 ),
i

WHAT: BOWLING AND/OR LUNCH
WHEN: SATURDAY, DEC. 10, 2011
WHERE: MT. AIRY BOWLING LANES
CENTER STREET
MT. AIRY, MD 21771
COST: $4.50 PER GAME, $2.50

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CONTACT MYRA AT
singlesfellowshipministry
or home at 301 -482-1316
or cell 301 -717-1936.

Please RSVP by December 5, 2011

TIME-OUT
for
MOMS &
DADS

For those in the depths-oh lpamdating, come

on over to the downstaies\né#mel join us for

a breather, a cup of coffee, some fellowship al
port, as we share the challenges and joys of r:
Christian family.

Childcare is availaliee DUMC nursery.
This is a time for you tofbeechitti other parents.
Think of it as greatselfo you can be an

even better parent than you already a

@verizon .net

We meet weekly on
Wednesdays from a2130 am
Pam Richardson Col bor

Care and Small Groups Coordinator is getting
group off to its start this fall. Bpveunerta call
with your childcare needs prior to the gathering
time Pam can be reached@irn@comcast.net
call/text her at3046223.
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STEPHEN, MINISTRY

At some point in our lives, many of us have experienced holidays during times when we were unable to fe
joy and excitement or to feel much of anything that felt pleasant. We may have been experiencing the loss ¢
loved one; the exhaustion of taking care of someone who was seriously ill and/or dying, thepboéakfam-

ily, the absence of even belonging to a family, the loss of good health, or the loss of a job or of financial sec
rity. There are so many experiences in life that can impact us in this way. If you have experienced this type
despair, you may remember being surrounded by people seemingly able to smile, laugh, and thoroughly en
the richness and joy of the holiday season. These people have places to go and peopleytuge They

do not feel like hiding from the parties or the social events. They laugh and sing happily at parties and
church. They shop for gifts and plan menus with glee. They worship with a glad heart and do not appear
feel forsaken and abandoned by God. Those of us who have experienced the holiday season in despair
even wonder how we ever survived.

As we embark upon the advent of this holiday sea
you to help others who may be feeling despair during the holidays. In hisbook, 6t  Si ng Songs
Heart, Rev. Kenneth C. Haugk, ereator of the Stephen Ministries, writes:

How can you demonstrate acceptance of a perso

Meet the person where he or she ig/herever the suffering persodishe pain level, feeling level,
struggling level, sadnessledet hat 6 s where you need to be. Tr
hurting person to any other level is merely singing songs to a heavy heart.

Focus on the here and now rather than the there and th&dne woman said that she felt accepted be-
cause the person who talked with her dmet wit

time and breath to tell a hurting individual,,
ing right now and probably candét see beyond t
on the pain.

Acknowledge the feelingsT he domi nant part of a hurting pers
tive feelings swirling around inside. Respond to that individual in a feeling way rather than an intellec-

tual way. When one woman was overwhel med wit
things anyone said to me was that | would undoubtedly have all manner of thoughts and feelings, son
of which would seem terrible to me, but that

The results of such acceptance are little short of miraculous. This is the sunstgapabve, and it cre-
ates a warm, safe place where comfort can grow in the other person.

Il n cl osing, pl ease hear the words of Mattie T. J
it seems you have |l ost your way completely. o

Haugk, Kenneth 5,2 y QG { Ay 3 { 2 y (Bt Lows: Stephed Migdstries), Sabes1i33.
Stepanek, Mattie J. T. FoundatiofPBace Update November 2011www.mattieonline

Volunteers Needed

Mercy Health Clinic is a free, volunteer medical clinic that serves the uninsured, low income residents
Montgomery County. There is always a need for all kinds of volunteers, but right now our greatest ne
is for nurses and for nemedical volunteers who can speak Spanish. If you would be willing to work six
to twelve hours a month at the Clinic or would like to visit the Clinic to know more about its operation,
please call Shawna Green 2403-0307. The Clinic is located a block from the Motor Vehicle Admini-
stration in Gaithersburg.
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MISSIONS UPDATE i December 2011

The Missions Committee would like to extend its sincerest thanks to everyone who participated in the wor
ship service for Missions Sunday on OctobBrfd to those who undertook some form of missions work for
AChange t hveekewwtb r"ihat & wonderful celebration of all forms of mission work both here at
home at DUMC, and throughout the Baltimd#&ashington Conference of the United Methodist Church!
Together we can accomplish great things!

The DUMC Missions Team has met each month for many years and is currently headed by Cheryl & Norn
Minekime who will be stepping down as-teaders at the end of December. The committee is now earnestly
in need of some finew bl ood, 0 to suggest new i dece

The committee continues to support and grow its current mission projébis.includes Native American
Sunday, Mission Awareness Sunday, our Nicaraguan relatioBgitvpeen CulturesHabitat for Humanity,

the Summer Youth Mission Tours, Meals on Wheels (run by our beloved Pam Rust), Faith Connections ¢
Damascus HELP (a local organization serving the needy in the community), Harwood House Thrift Shop
Healthy Choices (a local program providing life skills and assistance to individuals in the community), Sun-
day School programs (such as the present drive to help with the African food crisis), Equity Emporium (
fair-trade shop run by Cindy Fulton), the Ethiopian Medicine Box (coordinated by Kolash Belete) and Vol-
unteers in Mission (coordinates various mission trips to different locations throughout the US and the
world). As you can see, there are many missions to choose from!!!

Please, pleagarayerfully consider becoming a part of our team and helping out in your area of inteeest.
member, even one person can make a difference!

The committee typically meets on th® Fuesday of each month at 7:00 pm in the church Annex, lower
level howevethere will not be any meeting in December due to the holidays

Between Cultures Update

The heavy rains have stopped in Nicaragua, graci
Dios! The aftereffects are still being felt around Nica
gua, with several temporary shelters set up for the fa
lies who suffered losses. Many of the farmers in
Danta have lost half of their crop or more that they
harvest early next year. We have made the suggesti
Friends of Between Cultures to begin thinking of furt® R
raisers for the spring of next year, because in the time between the first and second planting fooq will b
scarce for them.

Thanks to the very successful jewelry sale headed by Kim Ferguson, enough funds were raised to fjnish tt
church building in La Danta. The fourth installment of the project includes finishing the roof, installing elec-

tricity, and building iron windows and doors. La Danta hopes to receive a delegation from DUMC nekt year
to inaugurate the church.

We also look forward to celebrating Christmas, elementary and high school graduations, and the efd of al
other year of work with La Danta on Decembel’ Hd 2¢". We will be taking out something sweet {fo
share with the members of the community as we celebrate in a church service together with them.

We hope everyone has a very merry Christmas filled with the love and overwhelming spirit of Christ,
Amanda, Memo, and Eduardo
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“ope for the future

BOARD OF CHILD CARE

of The United Methodist Church, Inc.

The Board of Child Care serves more than 1,000 children and families in Maryland, West Virginia and the
District of Columbia annually who have suffered abuse, neglect, crisis and trauma. Through n
their residential child welfare programs and community -based programs, the Board of Child
Care helps the children and families regain hope in the future and power in their present
lives.

But this work cannot be done alone. The Board of Child Care needs you to help.

Please make a donation to the Board of Child Care, if at all possible. You may give online
via http://boardofchildcare.org/help/donate.php or you can mail a check payable to Board

of Child Care to this address:

Board of Child Care, Attn: Finance Department
3300 Gaither Road, Baltimore, MD 21244

Thank you and God bless you!

Have you started your Christmas Shopping ? ? ?
Consider one of the many items available here at DUMC to meet your gift giving needs

Between Culture®ffers a beautiful gift card for you to mail informing your recipient that a donatior] has
been made, in their honor, towards the organi
Contact Kathy Jones to make arrangements at kathyjones@mris.com%8(B4aa91.

Gift and help us to participateinthe.gnoi ng A10 days of Christmas. 0
able for each night. Cost of dinner is $15 per person; Concert is $10 per person, for family of four or
more a cap of $40. Tickets are available for sale either after the Sunday worship services, in the

church office, or order form is on page #22 of this Beacon

Living Christmas TreeEvent, December 28 & 29. Tickets to this concert make a wonderful Christ;]vas

All Good GiftsC D, favorite music and ant hems recor dled
Available in the church office.

Christ Is All To Me, the beautiful collection of music and song recorded by Polly Edmonds Baldridge and
Walter G. Edmonds. Cost, $10. Available in the church office.

=

Equity Emporium,a Fair Trade Shop run by our own Cindy Fulton. Contact Cindy directly to eithq
make an appointment to stop by and shop or schedule a home party, special events or fundraiser.
Cindy can be reached at 2338-2081.

Organ Renovation Campaign. Donations in any amount can be made at any time in memory or hgnor of
individual persons. Acknowledgement cards are available to include with your personal Christmas
cards. Contact Jane Clarkelane.Clarke@bioreliance.com, or 3f83-4913.

Amazon.com.Don 6t forget to go through the DUMC I]i nk
items from Amazon. The DUMC youth program earns a percent on all purchases made through this

link with no additional cost to you. If you need help with making purchaséaeror with the web-
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Thank Yéués

Thank You Bazaar Volunteers
from Pat Quinn
| would like to thank each of these
wonderful people for making our 2011
bazaar such a success,
and giving of your time and talents!

Arts & Crafts :
Bobbye Kudzma
Penny Weeda
Mandy Sellers
Sara Sellars
Cathy Heinbaugh
Harriet Gladhill
Deborah Bowe
Liz Vanderham
Bernardine Beall

Bake Table
Tina Soule
Mary Lou Leishear
Sandy Cole
Marilyn Kinsey
Mary Taylor

Country Store:
Pennie Adams
Ron Adams
Meghan Adams
Val Willis
Tori Willis

Silent Auction:
Hazel Strahorn
Pat Kees

Dried Flowers:
Pat Tregoning
Ruby Hyatt
Julie Braden
Gwen Martin

Ki dbs Kornor
Cathy Scarbrough
Julia Beall
Kelsey Najaka

Advent Workshop Thank You!

A BI G thanks to everyone i
workshop! Mickey Cochran provided a fun lunch before-
hand and we had some wonderful workers helping the
kids with their crafts. Thank you to the Najaka family,
Cindy Naugle, Polly Baldridge, Deborah Bowe, Madison
& Charlotte Bowe, Celia Hembrough & Sydney Fen-
nington, Don Cosman and Isaac, Kim Fennington, Sue
Constantinides & Jack Hembrough, Kathy Switzer and
Yvette & Chris Peloquin for heading up the crafting ta-
bles. Thanks also go to Katherine Williams, Scott, David
& Todd Hembrough and Martin Carr for cutting greens
and Kitty McNaughton for helping at the wreath table. A
special thanks to Lisa Marshall for helping-get our
spaces, Deborah Bowe and Polly Baldridge for their be-
hind the scenes help and all those who helped clean up
after the fun afternoon!

Wendy Hembrough

Family Life Committee

Dear DUMC friends and members,

Words cannot express the gratitude both Miel and |} feel
for all the love and care giving we have received pver
the recent mont hs. Star
and recovery and now my recent procedure we pave
experienced a huge fulfilment of support from evéry-

one.

Thank you all for your kind thoughts, prayers, cafds,
food, & flowers. All has been greatly appreciated.

Love, Mary Emma & Miel Linthicum

Dear Members, and Friends,

The family of Dennis Hough want to thank you for your
prayers and | ove you gave
move and his passing.

Thank you to the ministers and office staff for your
help with his memorial service. The wonderful lunch-
eon was appreciated by all.

It is comforting to know that your love, prayers and
support were there as we celebrated his life.

Dennis quietly cared about his family, friends, commu-
nity and church. We were all blessed to have had him
in our lives. Thank you again to the DUMC community
and God bless you.

Lea Hough

| want to thank all my Damascus church friends wisited, sent cards, flowers, giftand, phone calls
while | was in the hospital recuperating from a knee replacement surgery. The prayers and concgrns we
greatly appreciated. It's a comfort to know we can count on each other through whatever life brings| Thank
be to GOD.

- Earl Patrick




A Living Christmas Tree

An evening of carols with chorus and orchestra

Presented by Damascus UMC Worship Arts Ministry

Come join us and bring your friends and neighbors for this wonderful Damascus
UMC Christmas tradition. This yearo
cember 28, at 8:00 pm and Thursday, December 29, at 8:00 pm.

As we celebrate the light of Christ entering and illumining our world, the Tree
choir, Girl and Boy Choristers, and orchestra will shawst Light Break Forth

O Beauteous Heavenly Ligh€andlelight Carolthe Moravian tuneMorning

\ Stanrand other old and new favorites. I
<.'in darkness and the darkness has not
gational singing and features new orchestrations written by Stephen Kalnoske anc
Doug Benson.Childcare will be available during the concert ony/\Was

sail Reception will follow the concerts each night in the Great Hall.

Come experience the true beauty, warmth and
joy of the Christmas season.
Make your reservations early for this special celebration !

Sgon-% sorship Information
% Goldormmaments - $1 00 donations are fnNBenefactors, 0 ¢
% Redornaments - $75 donations are APatrons, o0 three

Greenornaments- $50 donations are AFriends, 0 two ¢

Al'l checks should be made out to DUMC with ALivVi
and may be placed along with the teffrbelow in the offering plates or given / sent to:

Damascus United Methodist Church, Attn: Jane Webb
9700 New Church Street, Damascus, MD 20872

HAEHHAHAH BB AH AR AA AR AHAR

Name:

SPONSORSHIP

I would like to be a performance sponsor for: $100 $75 $50

| would like my tickets for: Wednesday, Dec. 28 (8 pm): Thursday, Dec. 29 (8 pm):

| will not be using my complimentary tickets

GENERAL ORDER

| would like to purchase concert tickets @ $10 each for: Wed, Dec 28: Thur, Dec. 29: (8 pm)
Family concert tickets $40 for 4 or more in same family. Wed, Dec 28: Thur, Dec. 29: _ (8 pm)

| would also like dinner tickets @ $15 each for: Wednesday., Dec. 28: Thursday, Dec. 29: (6 pm)

Total for concert & dinner:

Mail my tickets to:
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Sounds of Glory:

topm. They will be

8914 Watkins RoadGaithersburg

Corner of Rt. 124 & Watkins Road
Open daily (7days a week)

from Novembe
12 noon to 6:0

Trees for Glory

Tom Evans of Evans Homes and Gardens has graciously offered
AT TAOA A

bl OOEI 1T 1T &£ OEEO UR
from his business, to the
The DUMC Organ Renovation Campaign.

Each purchase of a fresh cut Fraser Fir, Douglas Fir, Live tree,
Poinsettia or Wreath will bring us ever closer to our goal!

Be sure to come and celebrate their kickoff event for the
Christmas season on Saturday, December 3rom 12 noon

serving warm food, beverages and holiday cheer!

www. EvansHomesandGardens.com

301-253-9224
, MD 20882

r 26h - December 24
0 pm

For nearly 20 years we have purchased our Christmas Trees from Evans Homes and Gardens. We always
look forward to their quality, selection and friendly service. It is a part of our Christmas Traditidrile

Keegan family.

Flower VVolunteers Needed

Joy Schwab, for many years, has taken on the respgnsi-

bility of organizing delivery of the donated poinsettia
to the homebound and shkuos, some locally and some
not so locally (Frederick or Gaithersburg), which tak
place after the 3rd Sunday of Advent. When people

ceive this small gift during the holidays it always helps

to cheer them up and know they are remembered.

Because this has become
0 she is looking for some additional help this year.
you would like to assist Joy with delivering the poinseg

tias, please contact her at 38833294 Thanks so

S

ES
[e-

REMINDER:

> Y6ift ustfor" HEly €Grimunfon® "
Wednesdays at noon

in the Sanctuary

—t

e e

~+

much !

The Upper Room

Please feel free to take a copy of the
pew hymnal racks in

Better yet, take a couple of copies and

Upper Room which is kept in the
our Sanctuary.

share with friends and neighbors.

This publication is a wonderful way to encourage daily scripture reading!
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Volunteers Wanted

No Audio/Visual experience needed,
we offer on the job training ! !'!

What:  Set-up Lighting Truss & Lights for the Living Nativity
When: Friday December 16, 2011
Where: Front lawn

Time:  From 9 am till ? (needs to be completed by 5 pm).

Contact: Ron Adams, 301-471-3194, radams@fred.net

Post New Year AdoptA-Road Cleanup

= . The Young at Heart
‘ Planning Session for Mark your calendar for the January Woodfield Road
0 | 2011 Clean Up. The Earth Stewards are inviting you to help

/ il be held Erid clean up Woodfield Road in the new year on Saturday
pp = WIIDe held Friday, morning, January 7, 2012at 8:00 am as part of the
% January 6, 2012 Montgomery County AdopA-Road program. SSL

hours are available for youth. All equipment will be

Plans will be made on Friday, January 6 at 2 p.m. fgfided: vests, gloves, bags, etc. For more info contact
the Young at Heart monthly events to take place Kn¢ Heinbaugh at heinbjc@comcast.net.
2011.

Any adult with ideas and an interest in participating Back by Popular Demand . . .
in the events is welcome to attend the session in thlene Square Foot Gardening Workshop is returning this

Annex Conference RooOmM. pednfary %shisordd by B Earthestelvalds.  eseRid
would like to make suggestions, call Bob Newlin,g4,rday, Feb 25, 2012 on your calendars for the work-
301/6268926, or Jacque Janss, 301/G2T6 before  gpop in the DUMC Dining Hall. There will be 2 work-

the meeting, if possible. shops that day. The 1st will be from 10:00 am to

Our best attended events are luncheons and the di:30am for beginners to Square Foot Gardening and

nual Christmas dinner at the church dining hall agn advanced Square Foot Gardening session from

well as the Frederick Keys baseball game. We alsb2:30pm to 2pm for people who have taken the begin-

attend theater events and take day trips to interestimgrs session at 10am or in Spring 2011. Future Beacor

sights in the area. Wealdiales willhavey moyesspeqificy on ¢ost,cetc. t For merg

upon these ideas if proposed events have the potgnformation, contact Kathy Geehreng at kegee-
hreng@verizon.net.

h—

Wonderful Wednesday Dinners
5:45 pm in the Dining Hall
$6 for adults, $3 children 12 & under
December 7: Beef Stew w/potatoes, carrots, December 14: Smorgasbord

onions, tomatoes, rice,
Broccoli & Salad

December 21: Spiral Ham December 28: No Wonderful Wed Dinner
Scalloped Potatoes Living Christmas Tree Dinner
Corn Pudding
Green Beans & Salad
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First Place 4 Health

The six weeks between Thanksgiving and New Years are probably the most
stress filled times of the year, especially for eating healthy, exercising and try-

i ng to get enough rest. For most
cook, gifts to buy & wrap, cards to mail, parties to organize or attend and
tasks too numerous to mention. According to Chr

the biblical Martha would easily recognize. As she bustles around her house caring for her hungry guests, |
sister Mary sat peacefully at the feet of Jesus. We all want to be like Mary, resting at the feet of Jesus. But
during the busiest season of the year, the fAMart
aside the busyness of the season and get a true

Our First Place 4 Health group began this season with-éodgyetreat focusing on forgiveness, thankful-
ness and Jesus. We set aside a day devoted to discussing holiday issues, preparing and eating Daniel Fa:
foods, praying and playing together, which brought the holidays into a new prospective. We came away wit
renewed sense of the role model we want to follow.

We are working on a Healthy Holiday Living study to help us stay on course through the holidays, when
many temptations come our way which make it difficult to remain faithful to our commitment to healthy liv-
ing.

In January, we will be announcing the orientation for a new session of FP4H. Everyone seems to want tc
|l ose weight as part of their New Year 6s resol uti

It does not happen overnight As you approach the New Year, pra
yearo to transform you into the person He wants
May y o u Mana®@hastmas. @ For more information on the Fi

tact, Kathy Geehreng 3653-6437 or kegeehreng@verizon.net

Special Offer
for Contribution for AShampoos for t

the Organ Restoration HeIp Women in Need
For a history project | am doing on

canning factories in Maryland, | am The Damascus United Methodist Womgn
in need of a large amount of empty (DUMW) are continuing our outreach pro-
cans. The particular size cans | am gram to help women at the Montgomery Ave-
looking for are: nue Womends Center |in
Bushos Grillin Beans 1 | bl.travel ¢ghzvacatiof br fdr wbrR throfigh®ut the
Progresso Soups 11b 2.50z. or 11b. 3 oz. year, please bring home those small unused
Pineapple (crushed, rings or chuck) 1 Ib. 4 oz. bottles of shampoos and conditioners from
Pie Fillings 1 Ib. 5 0z. or 1 Ib. .6 oz. your trip and place them in the specially
mar ked firedo basket |ir

Cans should be rinsed and labels removed. With each . . . .
can that is given a $1.00 donation will be made to the letries \.NIII be prO\{lded to
Holiday Basket Project. Please bring your cans to the WOMeEN in need at this walk
church office or deliver them to me at the Wonderful| day shelter. DUMW contact:
Wednesday night dinners. If you have any questiong, Vanessa Leiby at 30253
you can call me at 36253-2287. Thanks so much! 2263.

NOTE: If you like to see how these cans are being used
in the Country Store Exhibit, please remember to stop by
the Damascus Heritage Museum either Wednesday or
Saturdays, between 12 noo&:00 pm.

- Gary Richard
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