FEBRUARY 2012

PROGRAM STAFF: Devoted Servants, Drawn to Jesus, Dedicated to Making Disciples

Rev. Walter Edmonds

The Pillars of Our Vision

Linda Motter
Associate Pastor

Rev. Raphael Koikoi What I want to share with you this second month in the new year
Pamela Colborn is the “strategic plan” we are seriously preparing for in the organization
PEstorel Cera of our nearly fifty plus ministries in Damascus Church. The framework

Stephen Minist ) , . .
cphen RSty in the Beacon this month begins to embody what we have been talking

Rev. Bob Brad . ) Lo : .
£Y: O Bracen about in the Council of Ministries, Pastor Parish Committee and staff af-

Crystal Rice

Church School Coordinator ter the work of the Long Range Steering Committee’s mission statement
Cora Horst which we adopted almost two years ago. You know it by now. Devoted
Pleasant Plains Preschool Servants, Drawn to Jesus, Dedicated to Making Disciples.

OFFICE STAFF: We are using the term “pillars” for the three major settings for-
Jane Webb which we see our ministries being organized.

Office Manager
Linda Stastny The first pillar is Worship Arts, which includes music, Wesley

Administrative Assistant Guild acolytes and crucifers, ushers and hospitality, commun-
ion stewards, Academy of St. Cecilia, drama and puppetry,

Husic MINISTRIES Fourth Sunday Concert Series, Living Christmas Tree,

STAFF: . )
Sounds for Glory: Organ Renovation Project, etc.
Polly Edmonds Baldridge
Katherine Williams The second pillar is Christian Formation, which includes Sunday
Stephen Kalnoske School and education, Evangelism and welcoming of new

BUILDING STAFF: members, Pleasant Plains Preschool, Adult ministries, Youth
Lisa Marshall Ministries, Children ministries, United Methodist Women,
Property Manager United Methodist Men, Family Ministries, retreats, Vacation
Bible School, Young at Heart, Walk to Emmaus, etc.

Building Services:
Wisdom Adoble (days)

Kwadjo Dickson (nights) The third pillar consists of outreach or mission work and contains

Missional Service and Health and Wholeness. Missional
Service includes Faith Connections ( formerly DELAI),

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: The Beacon, Chprch and S.()ci.ety, Entr‘e Cglturas (Between
Cultures, our Nicaragua mission), Action in Montgomery,
About Our People 28 Volunteers in Mission, Board of Childcare, Learning Acad-

emy, Computer/Website, Earth Stewards, Holiday Baskets,

A t 25 ..
MACHACEMERES Meals on Wheels, Summer Youth Mission Tours, etc.
St (Ferr e e Health and Wholeness, includes Stephen Ministry, Caring
Health & Wholeness 20 Ministries, Small Groups, Earth Angels, Pastoral Counseling,
Lent Activities 3 Blood Drives and Health Screenings, Prayer Shawl Ministry,
Meetings & Office Information 27 Funeral Luncheons, First Place 4 Health, Health and Wel-
. L. fare, etc.
Missional Ministries 16
Stephen Ministries 2 Related to all these areas are four major undergirding Christian
. . callings and conducts that need to be lifted up and kept before the con-
Worship Arts Ministry 8 . .. . . . ..
gregation. They are discipleship, evangelism, stewardship and spiritual
Youth 5 giﬁ‘s'

As we work through this insightful “pillar” organization, we are
thinking about job descriptions, staffing, and lay organization, and ==




we will address these issues in the coming months. It is a joy to know that our Body in Christ has so
many “blessings of ministries” that keep us growing and transforming the world.

I invite you to read the full Vision Statement on our website at http://www.damascusumc.org/worship/

Values, Mission, Vision.php!

Walter G. Edmonds

P. S. This Sunday, February 5 is the day we recognize and acknowledge the outstanding “behind-the-scenes”
work of the Learning Academy under the principal leadership of Marlin Heckendorn.

P.P.S. Sunday, February 19 is Transfiguration Sunday, the last Sunday before Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednes-
day and the beginning of Lent. As the last gesture of the Epiphany Season, come to the wonderful Madrigal
dinners on Friday and Saturday, February 17 and 18 at 7pm. They will be delightful and great fun.

Men’s Sunday: February 12, 2012
Day to Honor Men of the
Past, Present, Future & Boy Scout Sunday
Men’s Sunday at Damascus UMC falls near President’s Day this year, and we will

honor men of the past, present, and future in music, liturgy, prayer, and the spoken
word. Rick Barr and Brad Turner-Little will share in a conversational sermon that be-

gins with faith and science and highlights the heritage of prayer, faith, and action
shared by male role models. Rick Barr is presently in Wesley Seminary studying for deacon’s orders and Brad
Turner-Little is a graduate of seminary, working for Goodwill and our present Lay Leader.

It is also Evolution Sunday when we acknowledge the symbiosis of science and spiritual

act of dedication.

insight, reflected in the sermon for the day.

k Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing, a special anthem, will be shared by a Men’s Choir
o

e at both services. All men are invited to attend rehearsal on Wednesday, February 8, at 7
pm to prepare for singing in worship. The Puppets, Inc. Interactive will share a message
about truth and coming clean with God. All current and past Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, and
leaders are invited to wear their uniforms to church to be recognized and share in a special

Damascus Help has an
IMMEDIATE NEED for:

Hot & Cold Cereals
Peanut Butter & Jellies
Spaghetti Sauce

Donations can be left in the box
located in the Narthex
at the back of the Sanctuary,
or at the church office

(or on the office porch after hours).
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Doughnuts For
Missions!

Service Is the Water will
be selling fresh and deli-

cious Krispg Kreme

doughnuts on the first Sunday of each month to
raise money to support the great work being
done in Nicaragua by Between Cultures. The
doughnuts will be sold in the Narthex before and
after each worship service at $6 per dozen glazed
and $7 per dozen chocolate covered - and that's
a dollar cheaper than they cost in stores! Please
consider buying a dozen or two in support of mis-
sions.
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Lenten Confirmation Prayers Requested

During this 2012 Lenten season, please uplift prayers for our 15 second-year confirmation students. They
are prayerfully considering a very important decision to be publicly confessed at the Easter Vigil service on Sat-
urday, April 7, 2011. During this service, the students will publicly proclaim their faith in our Lord Jesus Christ
in addition to participating in the reading of the Holy Scriptures, sharing their chosen Bible Verses, taking
church membership vows, and offering Holy Communion. For almost 2 years, each student has been spiritually
preparing for this occasion. As their community of faith during this Lenten season, let us earnestly pray for them
for strength, sense of purpose, and discernment as they consider this momentous life decision.

Thanks be to God!
Linda Motter

During Lent, please place this listing where it will serve as a daily reminder to pray for these students.

Second Year Confirmation Students Second Year Confirmation Mentors
Hannah Adkins Cindy Fulton
Owen Bonnett Barry Bratburd
Julia Clay Jan Mullinix
Amanda Coffman Cathy Scarbrough
Tommy Colborn Mike Springirth
Jordan Crites Doug Marshall
Caroline Greer Val Willis
Emily Hecht Patty Stull
Shyla Herndon CIiff Bergstresser
Alec Magas Steve Rice
Abbey McAlister Linda Rice
Jack Norton Donna Beatrice
Lola Renauer Terri Adkins
Megan Roark Laura Hanlon
Tori Willis Wendy Keegan

Upcoming Dates for Lent - Mark Your Calenders !

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Tuesday, February 21- starts at 5:00 pm

Ash Wednesday Service
Wednesday, February 22 at 7:00 pm

Fireside Chats
Starting Wednesday, February 29 at
6:45 pm for five consecutive Wednesdays

Youth Morning Communion & Lent Breakfasts
Starts on Ash Wednesday, February 22 at 6:15 am.

Lenten Devotional Booklet to be published February 19
Theme: Made by God’s Hands

Palm Sunday Services - Sunday, April 1

Easter Vigil Service (2nd Year Confirmands)
Saturday, April 7 at 8:00 pm.

Easter Sunday Worship Services
Sunday, April 8
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Lent Activities
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Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper

DUMC Dining Hall

Tuesday, February 21
From 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm

Fundraiser for our Youth Fellowship
Cost for dinner is: $6.00 per person

Reservations for dinner would be
greatly appreciated!

Please call the office (301-253-0022)
to make your dinner reservations.

Lenten Devotionals
Available Online

Lenten devotional writings by members of
the Damascus UMC community will be
available starting on Ash Wednesday, Febru-

ary 22, on the DUMC website at
www.damascusumc.org.

There will be a link on the home page that
will connect you to the devotional for that
day, or the entire Lent Devotional Booklet.

TTTTTTTTTT

Praver Requests

The Intercessory Prayer Group invites
you to write any prayer requests
on the prayer cards located in the pews.
Prayer cards should then be placed
in the prayer box in the Narthex.
All requests will be kept confidential.
Prayer requests may also be made
on-line at www.damascusumc.org.

TTTTTTTTTT
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ASH WEDNESDAY:
The Day of Ashes and Repentance

On Ash Wednesday, February 22
our schedule will be as follows:

6:15 a.m.  Service of Ashes & Holy Communion
— Damascus Sanctuary (A breakfast
follows in the Dining Room)

Noon Service of Ashes & Holy
Communion — Damascus Sanctuary

7:00 p.m.  Service of the Word & Ashes —

Damascus Sanctuary. Our new
worship chairperson, Jan Jaremko,
will deliver the homily.

In addition, the Chancel Choir will
sing, and there will be the dispensa-
tion of ashes.

The Wonderful Wednesday night dinner will pre-
cede the service at 5:45 p.m. in the Dining Hall.
Child care will be provided for the 50-minute
service in the Sanctuary. Children and youth, es-
pecially confirmands, are encouraged to join with
their families for a special beginning to our Lenten
season.

Fireside Chats will start
Wednesday, February 29
at 6:45 p.m. in the Great Hall

For over sixteen years we have had the great tra-
dition of sharing the personal faith stories of our
parish during the season of Lent. Again this year
we are featuring our Fireside Chats in the Great
Hall on Wednesdays from 6:45 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Both Pastor Walt and Linda Motter will alternate
with interviewing these folks following the Won-
derful Wednesday night dinners (the dinners be-
ginning at 5:45 p.m. in the Dining Hall). Child
care will be provided for these “parlor chats.”

Be sure you don’t miss this opportunity
for spiritual refreshment. ! !




Youth
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Youth Morning
Communion

There is no better way to begin the day than
with the sacrament of Holy Communion. We
found that out about thirteen years ago when
the youth began meeting on Wednesday morn-
ings at 6:15 a.m. for a short service followed
by breakfast.

This year we began on Ash Wednesday and
will continue throughout Lent (April 4). Be-
cause of the earlier hour of Damascus High
School’s morning schedule, we want to re-
mind those attending that we will
be leaving for DHS at 7:10 a.m.
promptly. Parents and other in-
terested adults are welcome at
this early hour.

o
Q‘\

You wanna play
Basketball this year ???

DUMC has in previous years had
several basketball teams during
the winter season that play in the
local Damascus area. In order to
have a successful season, it will
help if we know how many of
our youth are interested in play-
ing for the winter season. Games @

just start the first week of January

with open gym at Damascus High School on
Friday evenings. Please look under Youth Ac-
tivities on page #6 of this Beacon for the sched-
ule.

If you are interested in playing this year, please
contact one of the following persons:

For the 8 & 9 grade team: Matt Packard (301-
2535044 | packardm@mail.nih.gov or Mitchell
Vara at 301:996-6064 / mlvara@att.net.

For the 1008 12 grade team: Blake MacDonald
at 301-661-0722 or bam1402@ aol.com

Shrove Tuesday

prep work, help serve and for clean up.

or kmfcolonial@hotmail.com .

be volunteer:i t owar ds

ng

- Help Needed

We are still in need of some parents to volunteer to cook for the Shrove Tuesday Dinner on Febru-
ary 21. In the past, parents have cooked the pancakes, bacon, etc. for the dinner as a youth fund-
raiser. While Kenny Sue is our kitchen leader, we still need both youth and adults to help her with
Please sign up to VOLUNTEER for the dinner that
starts at 5:00 pm (Note: Earlier time this year). Please contact Mike Ferguson at 240
Profits from the dinner to be donated to a cause decided by the
Youth at next UMYFO meeting. Youth Volunteer Hours

-876-9547

DO NOT go towards SSL hrs. Youth will

the O0cause. 0O

2012 Habitat for Humanity
Hold the Date ! ! !

DUMC will travel to Garrett County, MD, once again this summer to construct family homes
with Habitat for Humanity. It is an unforgettable experience to work alongside future home-
owners for one week, and then to return the following year to see children playing on the

porch of a home that you helped build!

This year we have decided to make our trip later in the month of July. Our team will leave DUMC on Sun-
day, July 15 and return on Friday, July 20. If you have questions or would like to sign-up contact Anita
Duvall at Anita.Duvall@fda.hhs.gov or call/text 240-485-7650.
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Youth (cont’d)
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Youth Activities - February 2012

EEEEE

EEEEE

Youth 30-hour Sunday, February 5:

% . ; 8:00 am  Gathering time for CW Singers for
’ oLoEtkO 8:15 am service

. 9:30 am  Youth Blend Café - Youth Chapel
Famine Event 9:45am  Youth led Contemporary Worship w/Praise Band

Bring your sleeping bag I & Discussion groups - Youth Chapel
4:00 pm  Youth Handbells - MR
Start time: Friday March 16 @ 6:00 pm 5:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers - MR
End time: Saturday, March 17 @ 6:30 pm Super Bowl Sunday - NO Youth Dinner

In the spirit of this Lenten season, the Middle School and or Evening Activity

High School youth (8 8 12" grade) will be participating in  Monday, February 6:
a 36hour fasting event in which the youth and adult lead6:30 pm  Confirmation Classes
ers will raise money for our brothers and sisters in Nicara- _ 9-( pm

guads OEntre Culturasod communitz.
Tuesday, February 7:

This experience will be held at the DUMC Youth Chapel #00 - St. Cecilia Rehearsals Begin
a O0lock downd overnight ev'g_aotprﬁn c']lﬁe proggam wi || i nc

team building, movies, music, free time, games, and faith
journey. Wednesday, February 8:

We have a goal to raise $1,000 (or more!) which will hefg00 pm  Puppets InC Interactive Rehearsals
support our OEntre Cul tur @4¥pmc Nendarful WedpesdayDmpeey have h
tough year with their crops and need help in building u®:30 pm Inspiration Ringers

their back up funding.

Fridayv, February 10:

We are asking the congregation to support our youth ag,00 - 10:30 pm Open Gym for Basketball at DHS
they experience what many in thé" 3vorld consider a

regular existence. If you feel moved to support us, eithdaturday, February 11:

consider a monetary donation of .25 cents to $1 per hdup0 pm  8th & 9th Grade plays Montgomery Methodist
($7.50- $30) for a sponsored youth, or join us as a chap- @ Greenridge Baptist Church

eron. 7:00 pm  10th & 11th Grade — A plays Redeemer

We will gather Friday March 16 6:00 pm and complete the Lutheran @ Clarksburg High School

fast Saturday March 17 6:00 pm. Afterwards, the partiGunday, February 12:

pants will share in an family style dinner together in cel&:00 am  Gathering time for CW Singers for
bration of their achievement. 8:15 am service

The youth will have table in the Narthex after the 8:15 ath30 am  Youth Blend Café - Youth Chapel

and 11:00 am services on Sunday, March 4 & 11 9:45am  Youth led Contemporary Worship w/Praise Band
to signup sponsors and participates. & Discussion groups - Youth Chapel
Questions? Contact Cliff Bergstresser @48®3775. 4:00 pm  Youth Handbells - MR

5:00 pm  Charles Wesley Singers - MR
. 6:00 pm  Youth Dinner: Renauer & Taylor Families
UMYFO Board of Directors 6:30 pm  Visitors from Nicaragua: Nan McCurdy

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 & Migel Mareina will be joining us
for a interactive program on Nicaragua.

;l;led Ul\;lIYF? bBoardl 5();' Dir;gié)ors W11}7‘ gz)eet ol Monday, February 13:

ccnesday, Fepruaty 75 Irom 5.39 pm - 7258 PM M- 630 hm Confirmation Classes
the Sacristy. Agenda items will be Planning for the .

. . - 9:00 pm

Summer Tour, and other upcoming youth functions.
All board members and committee chairs are encour-| Tuesday, February 14:
aged to attend. There will be no dinner at the meet-| 6:00 - St. Cecilia Rehearsals
ing, but all are welcome to come for the Wonderful 9:00 pm

gaeﬁinesday Night Dinner at 5:45 pm in the Dining THE BEACON 6 S




Youth (cont’d)
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Youth Activities - February 2012 (cont’d)

Wednesday, February 15:

5:00 pm Puppets InC Interactive Rehearsals
5:45 pm  Wonderful Wednesday Dinners
6:30 pm  Inspiration Ringers

6:45pm UMYFO Meeting - Sacristy

Thursday, February 16:

7:00 pm  Madrigal Dinner Rehearsal

Friday, February 17
7:00 pm  Madrigal Dinner — Great Hall
9:00 - 10:30 pm Open Gym for Basketball at DHS

Saturday, February 18:

7:00 pm Madrigal Dinner — Great Hall
5:00 pm 8th and 9th Grade play Redland
Baptist @ Greenridge Baptist
5:00 pm 10th & 11th Grade-B plays St.
Paul’s Catholic @ Clarksburg HS
6:00 pm 10th & 11th Grade-A plays

Greenridge Baptist @ Clarksburg HS
Sunday, February 19:

8:00 am  Gathering time for CW Singers
for 8:15 am service
9:30 am  Youth Blend Café¢ - Youth Chapel
9:45am  Youth led Contemporary Worship w/
Praise Band & Discussion groups - YC
4:00 pm  Youth Handbells - MR

5:00 - 6:00 pm Charles Wesley Singers
6:00 pm  Youth Dinner
6:30 pm  Youth Activity: Duckpin Bowling

Monday, February 20:
Pr esi de aNOME SCHD@LS
6:30 pm  Confirmation Classes

- 9:00 pm

Tuesday, February 21:  Shrove Tuesday
5:00 pm  Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner
6:00 - St. Cecilia Rehearsals

9:00 pm

Wednesday, February 22:

Ash Wednesday

6:15am Lenten Communion/Breakfasts begin
5:00 pm  Puppets InC Interactive Rehearsals
5:45pm Wonderful Wednesday Dinner

6:30 pm Inspiration Ringers

7:00 pm  Ash Wednesday Service

Friday, February 24:
9:00 - 10:30 pm Open Gym for Basketball at DHS

=

Saturday, February 25:

Ski Trip ? ? ? Whitetail or Liberty ? ? ?
6:00 pm  8th & 9th Grade plays Damascus Road CC
@ Greenridge Baptist Church

10th - 12th Grade-B plays Mt. View @
Clarksburg High School

Sunday, February 26:

9:00 pm

8:00 am  Gathering time for CW Singers for
8:15 am service

9:30 am  Youth Blend Café¢ - Youth Chapel

9:45am  Youth led Contemporary Worship w/
Praise Band & Discussion groups - YC

1:30 pm  Youth gather at DUMC to depart for
Maplewood

1:45pm Depart DUMC for Maplewood

3:00 pm Performance at Maplewood

4:00 pm  Performance over and time to mingle

4:30/4:45 pm Depart Maplewood for Chipolte
in Bethesda
5:00 pm  Gather for dinner at Chipolte
6:00 pm  Depart Chipolte for home
6:30 pm  Return to Damascus
NO Charles Wesley Signers Rehearsal today.
NO YOUTH Dinner or Evening Activity this evening

Monday, February 27:
6:30 pm Confirmation Classes
- 9:00 pm

Tuesday, February 28:
6:00 - St. Cecilia Rehearsals
9:00 pm
Wednesday, February 29:
5:00 pm  Puppets InC Interactive Rehearsals

5:45pm Wonderful Wednesday Dinner
6:30 pm  Inspiration Ringers

Youth activities are open to all youth in
surrounding communities,
regardless of denomination.
Information concerning youth activities is
provided through your monthly Beacon,
Sunday morning announcements,
e-mail and at-home mailings.
Additionally, you may contact either Pastor Walt
or Jane Webb at the church office
at any time, 301-253-0022, or
great.jane(@yerizon.net.



L Damascus United Methodist Church Worship
Worship Arts Ministry Arts Ministry

ROOTED IN FAITH: Be Filled and B
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\/\/l/// Madrigal Dinners

Friday, February 17, 7 pm
Saturday, February 18, 7 pm

Lords and ladies will feast at a bountiful table with the royal court of Damascus. As the waits bring culinary de-
lights for your tongue, your eyes and ears will delight in music, dancing, and a traveling band of performers to in-
clude Queen Elizabeth I and a celidh band. Tickets are $20 per person. This event will benefit DUMC mission
projects. Call 301-253-0022 to reserve or purchase tickets after Sunday services.

Works Of Our Hands Exhibit Febru-
ary 2012

Exhibit of hand stitched, quilted, and woven works will be on display during Lent, beginning Ash
Wednesday, February 22, 2012. Church and community members are invited to submit works for
the exhibit by Sunday, Feb. 19. Please contact Polly Edmonds Baldridge for information or to sub-
mit a piece for display at 240-750-8287 cell/text.

This evening of contemplative songs and hymns will be led by Damascus UMC’s organ-
25, 6:30 pm

[ J
Lenten Recital Sunday,
February 26, 6:30 pm
4™ Sunday Concert Series Event
ist

Stephen Kalnoske.
Freewill offering will support Sounds For Glory: DUMC Organ Renovation Project.

At The Movies: Handbell and

Friends Concert

4™ Sunday Concert Series Event Sunday, March

Ring of Joy and the Inspiration Ringers will lead this night of music from the movies, in-

cluding several Disney favorites. Organist Steve Kalnoske will share a medley of movie

songs. Come in costume and you may win movie tickets. Popcorn and other refreshments
will be served at a reception after the concert! Offering will support Sounds For Glory:
DUMC Organ Renovation Project.
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Ensemble News J . _
Rooted In Faith: Be Filled and Be Fruitful

F E B R UA RY Polly Edmonds Baldridge, Director of Music

2 O 1 2 2407508287 cell/text * redheaders@verizon.net

Colorful Hands of Jesug-5" grades) Crystal Rice, director
Calling all puppeteersdito3" gradedrehearsals have resumed on Wednesdays at 4 pm in the Great Ha
new members always are welcome. Contact Crystal Rice at crystalrice81@gmail.com for more information.

Puppets, InClnteractive(" 5 12" grades) Nancy Lacy, director

Ensemble will share in worship on February 12. Rehearsal is at 5 pm on Wednesdays in the Great He
information, contact Nancy Lacy by text or phor@ra®#i20Q. Come with open minds and your imagination!

Cherubs(4 1/2 year oldsd 2 grade) Katherine Williams, director
Cherubs are rehearsing on Wednesdays at 4 pm in the Great Hall with director Katherine Williams.

Girl and Boy Choristerg2m s 5" grade) Katherine Williams, director
Practice is on Wednesday nights at 5 pm for the Girl and Boy Choristers. Both groups will share in wo
ter and in the spring will lead in worship during Holy Week and present another musical.

Charles Wesley Singeisiddle and high school students3 8:15 am service )

Walter G. Edmonds, director; Katherine Williams, accompanist
Rehearsals for CWS are Sunday nights at 5 pm before youth activities.

Chancel Choir(changed voicess 11 am service)
Polly Edmonds Baldridge, director; Stephen Kalnoske, accompanist
Practice is on Wednesdays at 7:30 pm. The choir is preparing for the Lenten and Easter season.

Madrigal Dinner Court (changed voices) Walter G. Edmonds, director
Singers/actors wishing to participate in the Madrigal Dinners scheduled for Friday and Saturday, Febr
18, should contact Walt Edmonds or Polly Edmonds Baldridge.

Spring Oratorio Choir (changed voices) Polly Edmonds Baldridge, director

Re h e ar s al Requieamerin phdgress, Wedbesday evenings at 8:15 pm. Concert is Sunday, April
6:30 pm. Dress rehearsal is Saturday, April 21, frérh phaBcores are available for loan or purchase.

Inspiration Ringers (3¢ grade to middle school) Tom Baldridge, director

Inspiration Ringers continue 6:30 pm rehearsals on Wednesdays. They will share in a concert on Sun
at 6:30 pm and play in worship during the winter. Contact director Tom B8I02idigex 3&idt/cell) or assistant
director Madison Bowe to join in the fun.

Youth Handbells (middle and high school students) Polly Edmonds Baldridge, director

Youth Handbell rehearsals are Sundays at 4 pm in the choir room. The youth will share in worship on
ruary 26, at both services. New members are welcome. Contact Polly Edmonds Baldridge.

Ring of Joy(adults and youth) Polly Edmonds Baldridge, director
Ring of Joy rehearses at 7:30 pm on Mondays. At the Movies: Spring Ring concert for bell choir and ¢

uled for Sunday, March 25, 2012, at 6:30 pm. Interested adult ringers are invited to join!
THE BEACON 9
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Worship Arts Ministry (cont % d) < j
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Youth
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All ASCYO Ensemble Rehearsals

start February 7,2012!!! Orchestra
PREP ORCHESTRA: Regular rehearsals from 6:15 - 7:20 pm in the Music Room
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA: Regular rehearsals from 7:30 - 9:00 pm in the Dining Hall
YOUTH ORCHESTRA: Regular rehearsal from 7:00 - 9:00 pm in the Great Hall
FLUTE CHOIR: Regular rehearsal from 6:00 - 7:00 pm in the 2">— 3 year classroom
CONCERT BAND: Regular rehearsal from 6:00 - 7:20 pm in the Dining Hall
SYMPHONIC BAND: Regular rehearsal from 7:30 - 9:00 pm in Room 19 (downstairs)

BEGINNING BAND (Brass/ Woodwind/ Percussion Classes):
Regular rehearsal from 6:00 - 7:30 pm (Classroom next to the Library)

For more information, contact: Lerna May-Frandsen, Executive Director, at (301) 821-1162 or email tal-
enthntr@aol.com. Check out our website: www.ascyo.org. See you there!

Christian Formation

EEEEE

EEEEE

Young at Heart to Meet & Eat on February 16
Mt. Airyds Mamma Angel

The Young at Heart Adult Fellowship Group will have lunch at 12 noon Thursday, | &
ary 16 at Mamma Angel ads restaurant i

no program, just fun, fellowship and food. The DEADLINE for reservations and yo
menu selection is Sunday, February 12. Send your checks to Bob Newlin at 2635 Bear
Den Rd., Frederick, MD 21701.

The restaurant is located behind McDonalds in the same strip mall where we lunched in past years afj the nc
defunct Pane Vino.

We have a wide variety of menu choices all at the same price of $15, including salad, drinks, taxes ajd tip.
Please make your selection and let me know when you make your reservation:

PLATTERS with Salad SUBS with Salad

Spaghetti with Meat Balls Italian Combo (ham, cheese, salami etc)
Sausage with Pasta Philly Steak with cheese

Manicotti Meatball Parmigiana

Cheese Ravioli Turkey & Provolone

Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Marsala GOURMET SALADS

Veal Parmigiana Crispy Chicken
Grilled Salmon
Bistro Steak

Bob Newlin: Phone 301/628926 or Cell 301/733465.
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Contact Pastor Linda Motter at 301-253-0022, ext. #104 or

EEEEE

linda.motter@verizon.net for more information about Christian
ducation and Formation.

Christian Formation ( con't

EEEEE
O

Boundaries Small Group

Have you found yourself wondering how you can set limits and still be a loving Christian person? Would \
enjoy knowing when to say yes and how to say no
lum that presents a biblical view on how to live a healthy life while setting appropriate limits for yourself and
ers. This course helps with establishing good relationships while taking ownership of choices, freedom an
sponsibilities. In this course, we will learn how to set limits without feeling angry, resentful or guilty. In se
healthy boundaries appropriately, our Christian lives will flourish with greater intentional clarity. Call, text, er
or see Pastor Linda cell (301) 1883 office (301) 253022, ext. #104linda.motter@verizon.ndf you are
interested in this group. The meeting day and time will be determined by those interested in this powerful «
riculum.

Bread & Broth Lenten Bible Study Upcoming Disciple Bible Studies

V. Pragerﬁ;ll}(;cagmd}fr J601n1n1g< Have you been planning on taking a Disciple Bible
§ i trea Bibl rostt d -Wflf' study someday? Hundreds of DUMC members have
é‘ &_‘ eten BIble  SAy IS 1 done so and continue to witness to its positive spiri-

.-6

20t1 i %ac}; week, a ddtl)ffer(i tual impact in their lives. Consider being a part
ent kinc ot soup and bread f ¢ Disciple Bible this winter with Pastor Walt as he
will be served as we study . . .
. prepares to lead these much-loved studies during his
the lives of Jacob, Moses, . .
. last appointed year at DUMC. Pastor Walt will be
Joshua, Elisha, John the . T . . . .
. . . teaching two Disciple Bible studies. Disciple Bible I
Baptist and Jesus. Recipes are provided for the soup . . . .

d bread of th K which covers 2/3s of the Bible will begin on Thurs-
and bread of the week. day, March 1, from 4:30 p.m. -7:00 pm. Disciple Bi-
Attendees will take turns preparing the ‘Bread & |ble II which focuses on the books of Genesis, Exo-
Broth.” This Lenten study will be held at a day and |dus, Luke and Acts will begin on Monday, February
time most convenient to the attendees. Any questions |27, from 4:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. Be sure to talk with
or to sign up contact Pastor Linda (301) 253-0022, ext. | Pastor Walt or call the church office (301) 253-0022,
104 or linda.motter@verizon.net ext. 102 if you are interested in being a part of these
life-changing bible studies.

Do you Know your Spiritual Gifts ? ?

Pastor Linda Motter is presently forming a short-term (3 sessions) Spiritual Gifts class. Through this personal
exploration, you can discern how to best serve and live by using your God-given gifts and talents in a way that
is life-giving. For more information or to sign-up, contact Linda at linda.motter@verizon.net, 301-253-0022,
ext. 104.

New Members Classes Forming
DUMC will be hosting three new member gatherings in February, 2012 in preparation for joining the church.

The first session (Saturday, February 11) will be a fellowship get ~ -to-know each other time hosted at Pastor
Walt and Peggy Edmonds home. Two Sunday morning classes on February 12 & February 19 will be held dur-
ing the Sunday School hour (9:45 a.m. -10:30 a.m.) in the DUMC parlor. Topics covered during these classes
will be: Methodist History, What the United Methodist Denomination Believes, Understanding Membership

Vows, Specifics about DUMCGO6s Ministries, and a Tour| of

These sessions will culminate in new members joining the church during worship on February 26. If you
would like to attend these gatherings or if you have any questions, please call Linda

Motter at (301) 253 -0022, ext. 104 or e -mail at Linda.motter@verizon.net THE BEACON 11
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Asbury Guild Month

February is the month in which to collect membership money for the Asbury Guild. Envelopes are
in the Narthex near the labeled box to collect said envelopes. DUMC did very well with our Christ-
mas gift collection, but this drive is for money to help plan parties, special activities, trips, and future
get togethers for the residents at Asbury. Also money is given to help with other special needs when

required. Donations will be collected only on Sundays Feb. 5, 12, 19, & Feb. 26.

Feb. 26 will be the last day to join our membership drive. Please join and help the elderly from As-
bury have a more interesting and fulfilled life. Thanks.

Esther Samakouris, Asbury Guild Representative, 301-253-3773.

February 16
March TBD
April 19

May 17

June 23

July 11
August (TBD)
September 13

October 10

December 8

Young at Heart Events for 2012

November (TBD)

Lunch in Mt. Airy at Mamma

Organizers: Bob Newlin

Ratner Museum, Bethesda
Organizers: Sue Bradley & Jacque Janss

Luncheon at DUMC Dining Hall

Organizers: Nancy Counts & Jan Barber
LaDew Gardens, Monkton MD

Organizers: Earl & Joyce Patrick

Frederick Keys Baseball game
Organizer: Bob Bellison

Totem Pole Theater: ORed,

Organizer: Jacque Janss
FDR Museum in Olney
Organizer: Harry & Kathy Geehreng
Ft. McHenry in Baltimore
Organizer: Bob Newlin & Jacque Janss
Cookout/Picnic at Gambrill State Park, Frederick
Organizer: Bob Newlin
Antietam Dinner/Show (matinee)
Organizer: Kathy and Harry Geehreng

Christmas Dinner, DUMC Dining Hall
Organizer: Bob Newlin

* Meals are normally part of each event. More details will follow as the event nears.

Whi te and

Save the Date - Annual Women’s Retreat

‘Mark your calendar for May 4th - 6th (Friday-Sunday) for our Annual Women’s Spring
& Retreat at Manidokan. Remember it’s a great opportunity for us ladies to have a weekend
 to relax, learn, get a massage, no cooking, sharing, etc. Looking forward to seeing you
b there! If you have any questions/suggestions or would like to serve on the planning com-

% ¥ mittee, please contact Jan Mullinix at jlm.jan3@verizon.net or 301-482-1122.

THE BEACON
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Try Alpha ! !

Alpha is a bible-based course touching on the basic truths of the Christian faith. It is for ANYONE & EVE-
RYONE. Whether you’re a regular church goes, a holiday Christian, a bored Christian, a non-Christian, non-
believer, agnostic or atheist, ALPHA offer an opportunity to share & discuss your beliefs in the friendly and
non-threatening atmosphere of a shared dinner, short video, and small group discussion.

What is ALPHA?

Anyone interested in finding out more about the Christian faith.

Learning and laughter. It is possible to learn about the Christian faith and have fun at the same time.
Pasta & pudding. Eating a meal together gives people an opportunity to get to know each other.
Helping one another. The small groups give you a chance to discuss issues raised in the talks.

Ask anything. ALPHA is a place where no question is regarded as too simple or too hostile.

What’s involved?
The ALPHA course consists of a series of talks looking at topics such as “Who is Jesus?”” and “Why and how
do [ pray?” After each talk we divide into small groups and discuss any questions raised from the talk.

Who is Alpha for?
Alpha is for everyone. It particularly caters for:

1 Those wanting to investigate Christianity
1 Newcomers to the Church

1 New Christians

 Those who want to brush up on the basics

What will it cost?
There is no charge for the Alpha course.

Check out the website: www.alphana.org

Thousands throughout the world have taken the course and have found it to be a wonderful place to explore
their beliefs and have had their faith grow.

A NEW session will be starting at Damascus United Methodist in the Spring, 2012. The free course includes
dinner, music, humor, desserts and small group sharing. Please contact Pastor Linda Motter at 301-253-0022,
ext. #104, or Debbie & Jim Ruprecht at 301-829-5611 for more information or to register. Come try ALPHA
- you will be glad you did!!
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2 Christian Formation (cont®d)
L L
United DUMWomen February
Methodist Circle Meetings
Women
FAITH » HOPE - LOVE 1IN ACTION
The Esther JOY Circle

will meet Wednesday, February 8th
at 7:30 pm in the Library
to make Valentines for the homebound.
Everyone is invited to come & help.

The Susanna Wesley Circle
will meet Monday, February 13th
that 10:00 am in the Dining Hall.

The WWJD Circle will not hold a meeting
for February, but will be helping both
Friday, February 17th, and Saturday, February 18th with the Madrigal Dinners.

Other Important Dates to Remember

TODAY. February 5. 2012: Super Bowl Sunday Bar-B-Q lunches. Please pick up your lunches in the
Kitchen either morning services. IF YOU DID NOT PRE-ORDER, there is a slight chance that there may be a
few extra lunches, so check with the kitchen if interested.

Thursday, March 1: Executive Board Meeting at 1:00 pm in the Library. All officers should attend.

Saturday, March 24: Spring Turkey Oyster Dinner & Bake Sale. 12 pm until we run out of oysters. We
need all kinds of help; wait staff, carryouts, oyster patters, kitchen help and clean-up. Also kitchen prep help
is needed on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday (March 19, 20, 21, 22 & 23) also ! ! Also do-
nations are needed for all types of baked goods for the bake table as these items are pure profit. Please Volun-
teer ! !!

The NEW Connections Café

Do you enjoy coffee, tea, or hot chocolate mixed with great cof
versation? A Sunday morning fellowship coffee hour is being
from 9:300 10:30 am in the Dining Hall near the kitchen doors

eld

Come by and fill a mug with your choice of brew,

Sit and chat, or pass right through.
A great time to meet and greet
And also get a bite to eat.

An invitation to share withchurch family,
As it is God'desireto be in community.

(Brought to you by Marcia Hofman, Kathy Jones, & Pam Richardson Colborn)

THE BEACON 114



Christian Formation ( cont 0

d)

EEEEE
EELEE

Please Join Us for Our
Next Singles Fellowship Gathering

(Rescheduled from last month due to weather)

SIF gles FG”OWShIp

Event: Bowling and/or Lunch

When: Saturday, February 11, 2012 at 1:00
pm

Where: Mt. Airy Bowling Lanes

Cost: $4.50 per game / $2.50 shoe rental -

Cash or checks only (no credit cards)

Children are welcome to come along to enjoy the
bowling, if childcare is needed.
Please RSVP to Myra Bacon at 301-717-1936 \

or e-mail at singlesfellowshipministry@verizon.net

Pleasant Plains Preschool
a ministry of
Damascus United Methodist Church

Joan Hartle is truly a “rockstar” in the eyes of our
preschoolers and their parents! Please join us on
Sunday, March 11™ at the 8:15 worship service to
recognize Mrs. Hartle’s retirement. We are happy
for her as she moves on to enjoy more time with
her family, but we are, of course, sad to see her go.
Let’s surround Joan with love and create a fond
farewell as she ends her teaching career.

Believe it or not, it’s time to register for next year.
Registration forms are available in the preschool
office. You can also email us for more informa-
tion at pleasant.plains@verizon.net. Contact Cora
Horst, director, with any questions you may have
at 301-253-9798.

DXL R

Healing Service

Our monthly Healing Service will be
held Sunday, February 19, 2012, at
7:00 pm in the DUMC Parlor.

All who have healing needs and
prayer requests for others are invited
to come for this time of Eucharist
(Holy Communion), laying on of hands, and anointing
with oil (James 5:14-15).

For questions regarding this service, please contact
Linda Motter @ 301-253-0022, ext. #104.

Faith Connections

Faith Connections, Inc. (formerly DELAI) is a non-
profit Christian ministry that works in collaboration
with churches, government agencies and various or-
ganization in the Damascus-Clarksburg area to pro-
vide emergency assistance to families in crisis situa-
tions and works in advocacy to support efforts to em-
power clients towards self-reliance. We are rely on
the generosity of our community for support. Dona-
tions can be made payable to "DUMC" with a nota-
tion: Faith Connections. To learn more about how
you can help serve our community and our ministries
please visit www. Faith-Connections.org

Going to buy something
on Amazon.com?

Don’t forget to go through the DUMC link to get there - the Church gets a contribution for all pur-
chases made through this link with no additional cost to you.

Go to www.damascusumc.org and look for the link on the home page.
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Missional Ministries
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Do you need some temporary help windeovering from surgery or illness€ould you use an
extra hand while you navigate through &fe transition, crisis, or recent loss?f so, contact...

EARTH ANGELS

They can provide shotterm assistance by:

* Providing transportation to appointments. * Doing yard work.

* Picking up prescriptions. * Helping with household chores.

* Dropping off baked goods. * Shopping.

* Making a meal. * Calling to check in on your welfare.
*

Making a caring visit.

We even have an Earth Angel who is available for those crises that happen in the middle of the night!
Contact Pam Richardson Colborn byraail at pjcolborn@comcast.net call/text her at 301524 -5223.

If you would like to SERVE as an Earth Angel, contact Pam. We would love this group to grow into a grand Angel
Band! You volunteer for what works for you on a shetérm basis. The level of time and commitment is up to you. Come
serve God by serving others!

A Volunteer Opportunity
for the Harwood House Thrift Shop

The thrift shop is looking for an individual experienced in eBay sales who may already have an eBay account
and who would be willing to take “special” items that we receive in donation and place them on eBay.

Occasionally the shop receives an item, i.e. most recently a “Madame Alexander” doll, which may have more
value than a price that could be asked in the thrift shop. The individual would take pictures, list on eBay

with details and required information, and be willing to ship items. (The shop would reimburse the shipping
charges.)

Again, these items are received only now and then so the time commitment would be minimal. This is a re-
quest for a special volunteer, but Harwood House has many other opportunities to volunteer in the shop.

Please contact Carol Martin at 301-253-3742 or carolleomartin@aol.com for more information or to volunteer.
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Our Guest Speakers for LA

Sunday, March 4th

Nan McCurdy and Miguel Mairena, our Covenant UM Missionaries in Nicaragua, are in the

U.S. for several months visiting churches, and we will welcome them to the pulpit on March

4. On February 12, they will be on hand for the youth's Sunday evening program. Nan and Miguel are as-
signed to the Women and Community Association, San Francisco Libre, an ecumenical farm women's associa-
tion. They help women, youth and children have a more abundant life with less violence and more eq-
uity. Youth in their programs recently learned to make community videos about the lives of the youth of Nica-
ragua and produce radio spots to educate other teenagers throughout Nicaragua. Nan and Migeul will sharing
with us a sample of this ministry.

EEEEE

EEEEE

Square Foot Gardening Workshop to be held
Saturday Feb 25™ at DUMC

Once again the Earth Stewards are sponsoring a Square Foot Garden Workshop. We are holding the class in
February to give gardeners time to plan their gardens and get the necessary materials prior to the time to
plant. The SFG Workshop will consist of beginners and advanced sessions.

SFG 101 - An Introduction to Square Foot Gardening. You will learn the history of the method that was
created by Mel Bartholomew and the 10 Basics so you will get 100% of the harvest with only 20% of the
space, 10% of the water, 5% of the seed and almost none of the weeds and work of a traditional row garden.
You will learn how to start your own Square Foot Garden. 10 am - noon.

SFG 201 - Continuing SFG will show you how to extend your growing season using simple materials, pro-
tect your garden from different critters/pests, grow large/vining crops vertically and adapt a garden for those
with mobility issues including those who are confined to a wheel chair. You MUST have taken SFG 101and
have a good grasp of the 10 Basics of SFG. 1 pm - 3 pm.

SFG 301 —This is the ultimate gardening class. It is a combination of both SFG 101 and 201 to be taken on
the same day, with a break for lunch. 10 am - 3 pm. Please bring a bag lunch if you will be attending the
SFG 301 workshop.

Build a Box workshop to be held on March 17" — cost is $5.00.

Contact Kathy Geehreng kegeehreng@verizon.net or call 301-253-6437 to sign up or for questions.

----------------------------------------- cuthere ---------- oo

Square Foot Garden Sign Up Sheet

Name:
Phone: Email address:
Session: 101 Beginners - 10am - noon ($20) Guest*: ($5)
201 Advanced - 1pm - 3pm ($20) Guest*: ($5)
301 Ultimate - 10am - 3pm ($35) Guest*: ($10)
All New Square Foot Gardening Book ($17.00)
Total Paid:

Checks for the SFG workshop should be made payable to SFG4U.
Build a Box Session, Saturday, March 17: Yes No ($5 to be collected on March 17th).
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Missional Ministries (contd)

MARCH 17, 2012
2:000 4:00 PM

AT
DAMASCUS UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

DINING HALL

/ An Afternoon Tea \
and

Fair Trade Fashion Show

Serving: Fair Trade Tea
Savory Sandwiches
Scones

K Sweet Treats /

While enjoying music from local musicians !

Sponsored by Fair Trade Items provided by:

Tenfold Fair Trade Collection,
Harpers Ferry, WV

Service is the Water to benefit

Between Cultures ~ a Nicaraguan NGO

Equity Emporium, Damascus, MD

$35 per Ticket

AnCome al ong
We 61 | see | f t ea
The worl d a

- from the Wind in the Willows
By Kenneth Graham
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Between Cultures Update

Between Cultures is looking forward to welcoming their first
delegation from Boston’s Church of the Covenant from Febru-
ary 9" to the 18" They will be visiting their sister community
of Dulce Nombre de Jesus, and leading a workshop on Faith
and Immigration in the U.S. at the Casa Ben Linder. Also planned for February is a Biblical retreat that will
be hosted by Between Cultures in Managua for four of the communities that they participate with. Plans are
also beginning for DUMC’s summer trip to Nicaragua to inaugurate the church in La Danta. Please consider if
a missions trip is what God is calling you to participate in this July or August!

Thanksgiving in February
is TUESDAY - February 28, 2012

So remember to eat out !!!

Thanksgiving in February (TIF) this year will be held on Tuesday, February 28. TIF is a day or-
ganized by the Community Ministry of Montgomery County when participating restaurants will be
donating between 10 to 20% of their receipts to TIF. TIF then distributes those funds among a to-
tal of 10 non-profit organizations in Montgomery County that provide food to qualifying cli-
ents. Damascus HELP is one of those nonprofit organizations.

If you like to go out to lunch and/or dinner, please consider going to one of the following restau -
rants in our area that are participating in our area that are participating in TIF:

Sky Kitchen Chinese Foods (lunch & dinner) Ledods Pizza (lunch & dinn
9805 Main Street, #207, Damascus 9805 Main Street, Damascus

Little Far East Il (lunch & dinner) New York J & P Pizza (lunch & dinner)

26043 Ridge Road, Damascus 26027 Ridge Road, Damascus

Tom & Rayds Restaurant (brdakfaanoblsunhtchal &adi €aé ®) (I
9876 Main Street, Damascus 6840 Olney Laytonsville Rd., Laytonsville

if you are unable to dine out on February 28, but would like to support this annual hunger relief program,
you may send a contribution to :
THANKSGIVING IN FEBRUARY
c/o Interfaith Works
114 W. Montgomery Avenue, Rockville, MD 20850

Come join the Prayer Shawl Ministry
Friday, February 17 at 12:30 pm
in the Church Annex

Prayer Shawl Ministry is a creative way to combine the love of knitting and/or crocheting

with ministry to people in need of comfort. The shawls we make offer tangible evidence

of God’s love to each recipient. This would also be a great opportunity to learn how to

knit or crochet — the basic shawl pattern is very simple to learn. If you want to learn more, please call Cathy
Heinbaugh at 301-253-0742 or email her at cheinbaugh@comcast.net. We hope to see you there!
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F a' h Faith Connections (formerly D.E.L.A.L) is a non-profit Christian ministry that
I o works in collaboration with churches, government agencies and various organiza-
con NecC I0NS tions in the Damascus-Clarksburg area to provide emergency assistance to families
mmUnites Serving Toaelher I crisis situations and works in advocacy to support efforts to empower clients
S 7 towards self-reliance.

\

Formerly D.E.L.A.IL

Story of a “Nameless Servant”

The needs within our local community bring us together as we work for the greater good of people. Since
this is the case through Faith Connections, God is glorified and His church is seen as credible, not hypocritical. We
aren’t just talking the talk; we are walking the walk! As we serve people in need we become very real arms, hands,
and the face of Jesus for those who do not know Him but desperately need Him. The special people that we serve
may or may not recognize our faces because some of us work behind the scene. They may not necessarily know our
names or the church from where they receive support, but when we serve in the right spirit, it doesn’t matter who
gets credit because it’s really about God anyway.

I am a “nameless servant” and my life has been deeply touched by Jesus. He has broken my heart for the
children that live in the Damascus Garden community. I’ve seen their lack of stability and witnessed the harsh envi-
ronment where they reside. A place where sirens are often heard and the police are seen as the enemy. They are
raised in an environment of distrust. The children are starved for affection. They need to be loved and protected. |
know this because I show up each Tuesday to volunteer for the “Rock the House” after school program. I have be-
come a familiar face over in the Gardens; not necessarily known by name, but the kids involved in the RTH pro-
gram come up to me anyway they can...and they cling to me and want my undivided attention, which is why I
know they are starved for affection. I play games with them and read with them, and offer my affections to the best
of my ability...all of this happens by simply showing up.

Most likely if you are reading this newsletter you are a member of a church or our community, so this mes-
sage is for each one of us, myself included. I’ll close with a few thought provoking questions: How is God tugging
at your heart? Who does your heart break for and how is God calling you to offer yourselves to make a difference
in the lives of people that need Jesus?

Volunteer Opportunity...

The Good Shepherd Team: Needs several volunteers to answer the help-line phone calls 2-3 days per month.
This ministry provides assistance and referrals to families in our Damascus- Clarksburg community facing fi-
nancial issues. You can serve from your home at your convenience.

This is a great opportunity to make a difference in the lives of those in need in your own local community.
For more information please call Debbie Tomlinson at 301-512-5130 or Debbie@Faith-Connections.org

Health & Wholeness

EEEEE

EEEEE

CALLING ALL WALKERS!!!

- Enjoy the chill in the air, and join us for some invigorating walking! If
_ you want to continue or renew your walking habit or start a new one
il with other members from dumc, call or email Lynn Gruner. 301-253-

—. 5017/ grunerly@verizon.net.

“The Lord before whom I have walked faithfully, will send his angel
with you and make your journey a success.” Genesis 24:40a
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Health & Wholeness (cont’d) Contact Pam Colborn Richardson at 301-524-5223, or pjcol-

R 1O | | O | WO | W OO [ | O (O | O | O O | W O | | O O O ) born@comcastnetor Ca”/text (301)524 -5223 for more lnfor_
mation about Health & Wholeness programs.

Come join

Time Out For Moms & Dads
1** & 3" Wednesday of each month
10 am — 11:30am / Downstairs in the church annex

We are beginning our first book study Parenting Young Children: Systematic Training for Effective Parent-
ing (STEP) of Children Under Six . The purpose of this book is to provide:

A look at the long term goals of parenting

Information on how young children think, feel, and act

Skills that can increase your enjoyment and effectiveness as a parent
Skills that can develop your child’s self-esteem and confidence

=A =4 =4 4 =4

Support for yourself as a parent and as a person (one step already
taken is attending this group)

1 Effective ways to teach cooperation and discipline

Childcare is available in the DUMC nursery.

This is time for you to be child-free with other parents.
You must contact Nancy Harris with your childcare needs prior to the gathering time to be sure that
we have the proper adult to child ratio. You may contact Nancy about childcare or with any questions at
NancyHarris214@gmail.com or call/text her at 240-372-0230.

Montgomery Hospice

For Men Only:
Picking up the Pieces
Through Grieving

This is a time for men to come together, with male facilitators, to exchange thoughts and ex-
periences of personal loss. This work -shop will explore how grief affects us emotionally, spiritu-
ally, physically and mentally. Practical issues and concerns will be discussed and educational

Tuesday March 13, 2012
6:30 pm 1 8:30 PM

Held at:  Montgomery Hospice
1355 Piccard Drive, Suite 100
Rockville, MD 20850

For questions and/or registration, call:
Montgomery Hospice Bereavement Care
301 -921 -4400
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Harry Geehreng

o

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Harry and his wife, Kathy, have been residents
of Damascus since 1977. Their three sons all
graduated from Damascus High School and
now have families of their own. Harry spent 29-
years in law enforcement and retired from the
Montgomery County Police Department in
1994. He then spent the next 12-years driving
a school bus for MCPS. For the past four
years, Harry has enjoyed teaching driver train-
ing for the | Drive Smart company. Harry also
is a volunteer in the emergency room at Mont-
gomery General Hospital.

®

It is an honor to introduce you
to our two new Stephen Min-
isters: Karalee Turner-Little
and Harry Geehreng. They
have completed their 50 hours
of training, and that tally of
hours does not even include
the amount of time each had
to put into keeping up with

their challenging reading
list. As a congregation, we are grateful for the dedication of these two disciples who have deepened their com-
mitment to God through their service in this care-giving ministry. We also owe their families a huge “thank
you” for the adjustments and accommodations that they experienced to allow Karalee and Harry to proceed
more easily through their training. They will be commissioned as a group with their other classmates at a ban-
quet on February 20. Each church also holds a commissioning ceremony for their new Stephen Minis-
ters. DUMC will hold its commissioning ceremony on Sunday, February 26" at both services. Please join
us. This is also recruiting Sunday for our Stephen Ministry.

Karalee Turner -Little

Karalee is originally from NC, and her husband, Brad, is from TN. They have two
children---Lydia (11) and Isaac (6). Karalee has worshipped at DUMC for 13 years
and she is a member of the Lovefeast Sunday School class. She has worked for
MCPS since 1998; initially as an 8th grade social studies teacher. She has also
worked as an Instructional Specialist, and currently as a Staff Development Teacher
at Northwest High School. She loves ACC basketball, reading great books, and try-
ing new recipes for company. She ran the Philly marathon in November--this ex-
perience made her hope that her children will one day experience the thrill of ac-
complishing something that seems impossible. Her favorite quote is from Nancy
Thayer--"It's never too late, in fiction or in life, to revise."

Training to become a Stephen Minister focuses on the importance of prayer and listening, and on learning
how to provide support and encouragement without rushing in as an adviser or problem-solver. Stephen Min-
isters are not trained or expected to be counselors or therapists. Stephen Leaders, trained in a different ca-
pacity than Stephen Ministers, attend a week-long training. Stephen Leaders oversee the ministry, including
the supervision of the Stephen Ministers and the referral of individuals into the program to become care receiv-
ers. Stephen Leaders encourage involvement with and raise awareness about the ministry within their
churches and their communities. Stephen Leaders also create the continuing education programs for the min-
istry members. One does not need to have been a Stephen Minister in order to become a Stephen Leader, al-
though several ministry members are trained in both capacities. Our church covers the cost of the training.

Training will begin again in the Fall of 2012, and will continue until February of 2013. This year the training
for Stephen Ministers will be held on Thursday evenings. It is very likely that DUMC will be one of the train-
ing locations once again this year since our major construction projects are completed. Are you called to this
ministry? Is there a stirring in your heart to find out more? If you’d like to discuss becoming a Stephen Min-
ister and/or a Stephen Leader Please contact Pam Colborn at cell (301) 524-5223 pjcolborn@comcast.net or
stephenministrydumc@yahoo.com.
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First Place 4 Health Celebration first place
There is a celebration at the end of each session of First Place 4 Health. This 4h e a th
celebration is based upon the one in the story of the Prodigal Son, Luke 15:20- [t 5
22. Like the son in the story, the members of the First Place 4 Health are
learning what it means to change their focus. The program, based on Matthew
6:33, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God...,” is a four sided approach to weight loss and total health — mental,

physical, spiritual and emotional. It is not the weight loss that we celebrate, but the fact that we have
“returned” to our heavenly Father.

FirstPlace4Health.com

Yes, we have a dinner of healthy foods at our celebration, but the best part is not the food. The testimonies
that follow the meal are dessert for the soul! 1t is truly amazing to realize how our lives have been transformed
since we decided to put God first.

We just celebrated the end of the Fall-Holiday session. We took in several new members at the Orientation
and invited them to the celebration as a “taste” of things to come. We are presently into the new session which
is a study called, The Power of Hope. We are meeting at Redeemer Lutheran Church for this session, which
will run for twelve weeks. There will be an orientation in mid- April for the Spring-Summer session.

It is my hope and prayer that we can offer a men’s program in the near future. There is a companion program
called “Bod 4 God” which has a more masculine sound (although neither program is gender specific), yet
based on the same principle of putting God first in our lives. If anyone is interested in either program, please
contact me - Kathy Geehreng. kegeehreng@verizon.net of 301-253-6437.

Montgomery Hospice

Forever Yours:
A Val enti neods D or k

Forever Yours: A special workshop for widows, widowers and life partners
who want to honor and remember their |l oved on

Monday, February 13, 2012
1:30 E3:00 p.m.

Sponsored by and heldat  Montgomery Hospice Bereavement Care
1355 Piccard Drive, Suite 100
Rockville, Maryland 20850
301 -921 -4400

Please call 301 -921 -4400 to register and for further information.
Free and open to any Montgomery County resident.
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Montgomery Hospice

Support Groups for Grieving Peop

SPRING 2012

The Bereavement Groups are for anyone who lives or works in Montgomery County who is grieving the
death of a loved one. The groups provide emotional support and encourage the sharing of personal ex-
periences. Practical issues and concerns are discussed. Educational materials are provided.

AFTERNOON GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: For anyone grieving the death of a loved
one. Tuesdays from 1:00-2:30 p.m. at Hughes United Methodist Church 10700 Georgia
Ave., Wheaton, MD 20902. Begins Tuesday, March 13, 2012 for six weeks.

EVENING GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: For anyone grieving the death of a loved one.
Tuesdays from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at Faith United Methodist Church 6810 Montrose Rd., Rock-
ville 20852. Begins Tuesday, March 20, 2012 for six weeks.

PARENT LOSS GROUP: For adults who have experienced the death of one or both par-
ents. Thursdays from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at Mt. Calvary Baptist Church, 608 North Horners
Lane, Rockville, MD 20850. Begins Thursday, March 22, 2012, for six weeks. (We will
not meet on Thursday, April 5. Last session will be on April 3.)

CHILD, ADOLESCENT AND TEENAGER GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: For chil-
dren (4 years old) through teens who have experienced the death of a parent or sibling.
PARENT/GUARDIAN GROUP meets at the same time. Both groups meet every
Wednesday evening from 6:00-7:30 p.m., beginning on Wednesday, March 21, at
Montgomery Hospice 1355 Piccard Rd. Suite 100, Rockville, MD 20850. These groups
meet for six weeks. (We will not meet on Thursday, April 5. Last session will be on
April 3.) Call for further information and registration.

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED:
Registration is on a first-come, first-serve basis, so call and register early.
Groups are limited to 11 persons and they do fill up.
There is a $25 non-refundable registration fee for all community persons and
no registration fee for Montgomery Hospice family members.
To register: ask for a Bereavement Counselor at
Montgomery Hospice: 301-921-4400

www.montgomeryhospice.org 301-921-4400

THE BEACON 24



KOO |0 ||| O | ||| | .| .| .| .| ¥ OWC |0 WC 0| | O | | | O OF | ¥ OF | ¥ | )

Announcements

RO O ||| R R | || | | | | | | O OWC O OWC O O O O O O[O O | | )

ROBERT M. TREGONING MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Scholarship Description

EEEEEE
EEEEEE

The Robert M. Tregoning Memorial has been established to encourage and support a deserving student in his/her quest
for a higher education. The scholarship will be awarded to a high school senior who will be enrolled in a full time un-
dergraduate program at an accredited university/college for the fall term. The recipient will be selected based upon dem-
onstrated leadership, community service, character and academics. The scholarship can be used for tuition, books, or
room and board, and is set up directly with the college. The scholarship will be awarded in June and is non-renewable.

Application must include:
1) a completed application
2) two letters of recommendation
3) student transcript for grades 9-12 and SAT scores

4) an essay of no more than 500 words describing the applicant’s educational
and personal goals and why he/she deserves the award.

Application deadline: Application must be postmarked by April 14

Number of Awards: 1

Scholarship Amount: $2,000

Contact: Robert L. Tregoning, 1620 Rainbow Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20905

(301) 879-1772 / rtregoning@verizon.net

NOTE: Additional information and applications are available on the DUMC website. Go to the
www.damascusumc.org and click on the link on the home page that says “College Scholarships Available.” Hard
copies are also available in the office and the Narthex of the church.

Have you considered Wonderful Wednesday
eGivindg? Dinners @ 5:45 pm

Through the €Giving program in the DUMC Dining Hall

you can elect to submit your of
fering to the church electroni-
cally. We have two options:- bi
weekly or monthly. The funds will be deducte Fzzzzzghifken %{ﬁ
from your checking or savings account autom loodles, Gravy Itgli%m Sauce
cally, versus having to remember to bring YA ... Buans Salad
checkbook and envelope with you to church. Ydu,i.4

may get an authorization form from the chur

office, or on the website undérRe s o U T C g mary/od $6 for adults,
ministrative, Forms & |DaWRT 0adsSgsildren 12 & under
If you have any questions about this prografiscalloped Potatoes ~ Hope to see you there ! !

please contact Debbie Benson at-36320022, |Corn Pudding

ext. 106 or dumc_finance@verizon.net. Okra & Tomatoes
Salad
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DAMASCUS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
WAYNE CHAMBLEE TRAINING AND
EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP FUND

9700 New Church Road
Damascus, Maryland 20872

$1,000 — Scholarship Offer

The Wayne Chamblee Scholarship Fund Committee-Through Damascus United Methodist Church is offering
a $1,000.00 scholarship to assist in the cost of education in a recognized program for landscaping, carpentry,
plumbing, electrical, building maintenance and or any engineering field. Any Church member or Church at-

tendee is eligible to apply for the scholarship.

The Wayne Chamblee Training and Education Scholarship is being offered through the Depro Sunday School
Class. Wayne was an inspiration to many here at Damascus United Methodist Church and his tireless work
ethic to keep the church in good running and working order was known by many.

The Scholarship will be awarded based on the applicant’s educational goals and financial needs. The award
may be used for tuition, books, transportation or other expenses related to training. Applications are available
by request from the Wayne Chamblee Scholarship Fund Committee (contact Mike Ferguson at kmfcolo-
nial@hotmail.com) or The Depro Sunday School Class or Church Office.

Proof of registration is required before funds can be disbursed.
DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF APPLICATIONS IS May 1, 2012.

SCRIPTURE FROM WAYNE’S FUNERAL BULLETIN

A slack hand causes poverty,
but the hand of the diligent makes rich.
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Thank-You’s

The Earth Angels wish to thank the LOVE FEAST
Sunday School class for joining them in ministry
during the month of January. We are so grateful
for your hands-on Christian service to those in
need. You have brought comfort and joy to those
whom you visited! We sing songs of gratitude to
you!

EEEEEE
EEEEEE

REMINDER:

Join us for Holy Communion
Wednesdays at noon

in the Sanctuary

- Proverbs 10:4

Thank you on behalf of the
families in Africa

Thank you to all of you who attended Sun-
day School during September through De-
cember! We had over 2000 attendees dur-

ing that time period! With your help, the
generous support of the United Methodist
Wo me n , and our wonder
sors, we were able to raise over $2500 to
send to UMCOR for famine relief in Africa.
God bless each of you.

- Cathy Scarbrough
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The Church office
will be closed for
President s
on Monday, February 20, 2012.

We Willre -openon
Tuesday, February 21 at 9:00 am
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Office Hours

The office is open Monday - Thursday, 9:00 am -
5:00 p.m. On Friday, we open at 9:00 a.m., usually
close for lunch (approx. 12 - 1 p.m.) and then close
for the day at 4:00 p.m. Additionally, Jane is off on
Mondays, and Linda S. is off on Tuesdays. Please
keep this in mind when waiting for a response to e-

DUMC E-Mail Addresses

Main church e-mail:
Linda Motter
Pam Colborn pam.colborn@yverizon.net

Polly Edmonds Baldridge
redheaders@verizon.net

Damascus.UMC@yverizon.net
linda.motter@verizon.net

Jane Webb
Linda Stastny

great.jane(@verizon.net
Damascus.UMC@verizon.net

Crystal Rice crystal.rice81@gmail.com
Lisa Marshall dougandlisamarshall@yahoo.com
Debbie Benson dumc_finance@yverizon.net

PLEASE NOTE:

Articles for the Beacon (the newsletter) should be
e-mailed directly to Jane Webb. Notes/info for the
Bulletin (the worship service) should be e-mailed to
Linda Stastny at the main church e-mail address.

February 2012
Committee Meetings

February 9:  Trustees Meeting

7:00 pm in the Annex/CR
February 9: PPRC Meeting

7:30 pm in the Annex/down
February 11:  Stewardship Committee Meeting

9:00 am in the Annex/CR
February 13:  Earth Stewards Meeting

7:30 pm in the Annex
February 14:  Evangelism Committee Meeting

7:00 pm in the Annex/CR
February 15:  Office Staff Meeting

8:45 am in the Annex/CR
February 15: UMYFO Committee Meeting

6:45 pm in the Sacristy
February 16:  Finance Committee Meeting

7:00 pm in the Annex/CR
February 20:  Harwood House Committee

1:30 pm at Harwood House
February 23:  Council on Ministries Meeting

7:00 pm in the Dining Hall/Kit Side
February 23:  Administrative Board Meeting

8:00 pm in the Dining Hall/Back
February 28:  Missions Committee Meeting

7:00 pm in the Annex/down
February 28: Computer Committee Meeting

7:00 pm in the Annex/CR

The Upper Room

Please feel free to take a copy of the Upper
Room which is kept in the
pew hymnal racks in our Sanctuary.

Better yet, take a couple of copies and share
with friends and neighbors.

This publication is a wonderful
way to encourage daily scripture reading!
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About Our People
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Pray for those receiving medical care, going through tests, facing surgery, or
in recovery: Rowland Dennie (recovering from hip replacement surgery),
Hazel Duvall (Bill’s 93-year old mother), Tom Ely (Stephen Kalnoske’s fa-
ther-in-law heart surgery), Joyce Ferrell (recovering from surgery and heart
attack), Marilyn Kinsey, Gail Kohlenburg (recovering from knee surgery),
Gerry Pardini (recovering from a kidney infection), Neal Pardini
(recovering from hip replacement surgery), Jack Poole (recovering from a
stroke), George Stipe (Eleanor’s son who is recovering from surgery), Brad
West (in ICU recovering from heart surgery), and Karen Wilhelm (daughter
of Jan Mullinix who is recovering from Shingles).

Pray for those who have been diagnosed with cancer including Roz Bowman,
Ann Boyer (Kevin’s mom), Dotty Boyle (friend of Mary Busby), Sue Bradley (one of our dedicated Thrift
Shop volunteers who is a member of St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church), Ann Cochran, Merle Ferguson
(Mike’s dad), Frank Klahre (Doug’s dad), Vanessa Leiby, Dave Lingrell, JD Meyer, Frances Richards
(Rev. Beth Richards’ sister), Don Ricketts (Delores Neal’s family member), and Jeanie Wall (Wanda
Miante’s cousin).

Vanessa Leiby's father, Robert J. Murchake, passed away on January 28 in Columbus, Ohio. He was sur-
rounded by all his daughters and wife whom he loved so much. A private family service will be held at a later
date.

Chris Verna (24), a young man in our community, passed away on January 26", Services were held here at
DUMC on February 2, and Rev. Walt Edmonds officiated. Our prayers are with all of Chris’ loved ones.

Pray for those who have recently lost a loved one including the friends and family of David Waas and Peggy
Yates.

Continue to pray for Laverne Archibald, Shirley Bratburd (Barry’s mom), Martin Carr, David Carter (Bob &
Ruby’s grandson), Bekke Catherwood, Max Catherwood, Peggy Chaney, Natalie Cosman (Don & Rita’s
granddaughter), Harriet Crismon (Nancy Lacy’s mom), Theresa Dixon, Thomas M. Dorsey, Tracy Dorsey,
Tom Douglas (Susan Shook’s son), Gilda Erdle (Nick’s mom), Juanita Green, Ruth Harward, Melinda Hern-
don, Eric Hoar, Mike Iwicki, Sr., Margaret Johnson, Jeanette Joslin, Woody King, Mary Emma & Miel Linthi-
cum, Lauren Lloyd (daughter of Jan Mullinix), Tanner Matney, Inez McAbee, Melvin McCray, Pamela
McCray, Emily Morgan, Kay Newlin, Nancy Nickerson, Nathan Orem, Gerry Pardini, Catherine Pearce, Doris
Pope, Yvonne Proctor, Joe Rice, Sr., Sarah Rice, Beth Richards, Mary Jane Rotella, Carol Rowell (Beth Tay-
lor’s aunt), Debbie Ruprecht, Esther Samakouris, James Saunders, Sonny Snowden, Russell Stansbury, Elea-
nor Stipe, Mollie Stone (daughter of Debbie & Kevin), Evan Sweeney (Pat Sweeney’s nephew), Alethia Wat-
kins, Warren Weinstein (the American kidnapped in Pakistan), David Wells (brother of Jennifer Farrell), and
Bob Wilson, Sr.

Please pray for all who serve in the military. Lt. Col Paul F. Geehreng — Air Force (son of Kathy & Harry)
is stationed in Afghanistan. George J. Evans, Jr.-Navy (son of George & Soozie) is stationed at Guantanamo
Bay. John Clayton-Army (Cathy Heinbaugh’s brother), Thomas LaMaster-Navy (Ted & Esther
Samakouris’ grandson), Gregory Lee-Army (Cara Hardick Lee’s husband), Alex Sauter-Marines (son of
Todd & Kelly), Brandon Swisher-Marines (family friend of the Grimes), Rudy Urias, Jr.-Marines (cousin of
Bill and Dorothy Nelligan), and Lucas Weeks (Army) are stationed in the United States.

If you would like to add a name (or remove one) to the About Our People section, pleasmail
Pam Richardson Colborn apjcolborn@comcast.nefor call/text (301)524 -5223.
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